US ready to declare victory in Iraq war this week 


Typhoon enters RP 


By Gerald G. Lacuarta 


THE "WHALE of a typhoon” that is 
“Amang” (international code name Kuji- 
ra) started to be felt last night in Luzon, 
including Metro Manila, asit entered the 
country from the Pacific Ocean. 

Amang, with maximum sustained 
winds of 140 kph near the center and 
gustiness of up to 170 kph, was spotted 
yesterday at about 500 km east-north- 
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|$.. APRIEST gives communion at Hong Kong’s Roman Cati 
‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome. The disease has so far killed 88 peopl 


GMA shares 
‘gospel of 
hybrid rice’ 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—Next year, the puto (rice 
cake) that your neighborhood mag- 
puputo (rice cake dealer) would be sell- 
ing could be made of a special hybrid rice 
developed by a scientist admired by the 
late Chinese leader Mao Zedong. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo intro- 
duced here on Black Saturday a “super 
hybrid rice" variety that was designed Бу 
Ramon Magsaysay awardee Prof. Yuan 
Long Ping to help start up an improved 
Philippine rice program and “expand the 
gospel of hybrid rice to the country" 
Yuan, who was with the President 
here at the Mansion House, developed 
similar varieties to feed the Chinese 
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holic cathedral during Easter Sunday Mass, wearing a mask to protect himself against 
in the territory since it erupted in February. 
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Angeles promotes 
‘sisig,’ not sex 
By Tonette Orejas 


ANGELES CITY—Good- 
bye, Base Town Asia! 
Hello, Sisig Capita 
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oc dies of SARS 


Canadian officials 
won't name patient 


By Carla P. Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


AFILIPINO doctor, who treated an elderly member of a Fil- 
ipino Catholic charismatic group infected with Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in Canada, has re- 
portedly died of the mysterious disease, too. 


Gerardine Alcalde, a former se- 
nior reporter of Bombo Radyo in 
Bacolod City who now lives in 
Toronto, Ontario, said she knew 
the doctor because he had treated 


her for asthma. 


The doctor, whose identity 
іп Canada 
asked to be withheld, died at the 
North York General Hospital in 
Toronto on Friday night, Alcalde 
said. She quoted a source at the 
hospital as saying that the body of 
the doctor was to be cremated. 
In Manila, Consortia Quizon, 
chief of the National Epidemiolo- 
gy Center, said the Department of 
Health was set to receive infor- 
mation on the reported death of 
the Filipino doctor after noon to- 
day. The DOH could not immedi- 


health authorities 


ately confirm the report. 


The doctor was the third Fili- 
pino to have died of SARS, which 
has claimed the lives of at least. 
203 people and infected more 


” 


than 3,800 others worldwide, 
mostly in China and Hong Kong. 

The second Filipino fatality 
was Bukas Loob sa Diyos (BLD) 
member Eulalio Samson, who 
died on April 1 in Toronto. He 
was a patient of the Filipino doc- 
tor. 

The first Filipino to die was 
Adela Dalingay a domestic 
helper in Hong Kong. She suc- 
cumbed on March 24. 

But a Filipino nurse, who 
worked in Toronto, is suspected 
of being the first person to һауе 
died of SARS in the Philippines. 
She died of pneumonia at the San 
Lazaro Hospital on April 14. 
Health officials have ordered 
blood tests to determine if the 
case is linked to the SARS epi- 
demic. 

Earlier, 500 members of the 
BLD in Toronto were quaran- 
tined following the death of 
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Pope: Let Iraqis determine their own future * 


VATICAN CITY—In his Easter Sunday 
message to the world, Pope John Paul П 
said that it should be the Iraqi people, 
aided by the international community, 
who must determine their country's fu- 
ture even as he decried "forgotten" wars 
receiving scant public attention, particu- 
larly the endless violence in the Middle 
East. 

Since his papacy began in 1978, the 
Pontiff has used his traditional Easter 
"Urbi et Orbi" (To the City and to the 
World) message to reflect on the state of 
world affairs, and this years message ap- 
peared aimed at leaders of the US-led 
coalition grappling with how to deal 
with post-war efforts. 

“Peace in iraq!" John Paul proclaimed, 
drawing cheers from some 60,000 peo- 
ple, whipped by a chill wind and soaked 
by rain in St. Peter's Square, where the 
weary Pope had just finished celebrating 
Mass on the steps of the basilica. 

“With the support of the international 
community, may the Iraqi people be- 


come the protagonists of their collective 
rebuilding of their country" said John 
Paul who, before the conflict, had vigor- 
ously spoken out against war and tried to 
use Vatican diplomacy to avertit. 

The phrase "international communi- 
ty" in Vatican diplomatic circles general- 
ly refers to the United Nations, and the 
Pope's call appeared aimed at using his 
moral weight to put pressure on Wash- 
ington, London and others involved in 
the US-led war to turn to that interna- 
tional forum for Iraq's reconstruction. 

“Let there be an end to the chain of ha- 
tred and terrorism, which threatens the 
orderly development of the human fami- 
37 the Pope said. 

The Pope and others at the Vatican 
have expressed concern that the war on 
Iraq would be seen by the Islamic world 
asa Christian crusade against it. 

“Мау God grant that we be free from 
the peril of a tragic clash between cul- 
tures and religions," John Paul said. 
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Rousing welcome greets 7 ex-POWs 


FORT BLISS, Texas—For a few hours yes- 
terday, this military base lived up to its 
name. 

* After weeks of terrifying captivity in 
гад, seven rescued prisoners of war re- 
turned to the United States to an ecstatic, 
motional welcome. 

As а C-17 transport plane taxied on 
the wind-swept tarmac Saturday (Sun- 
day in Manila), thousands of well-wish- 
ers, many of them with tears in their 
eyes, burst into a raucous cheer. A hatch 
on the roof of the plane opened and two 
of the soldiers popped out, waving an 
‘American flag. 

Friends and family gathered under the 
tail of the plane with open arms as the 
soldiers exited. 

Shosana Johnson, shot in both ankles 
during her capture, was brought out on 
а stretcher but stood briefly, supported 
by two other soldiers, and held her arms 
aloft, waving the flags of the United 
States and Panama, where she was 
born. 

later the soldiers rode a golf cart 
around the perimeter of the ecstatic flag- 
and banner-waving crowd. Five of the ex- 
POWs are based at Fort Bliss and many in 
the crowd knew them personally. 


ҹ 


FILIPINO-AMERICAN and former war prisoner Spc. Joseph Hudson (second from 
ROUSING/AIB right) hugsa relative upon his arrival at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas, on Saturday. № 
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RESIDENTS of Angono, Rizal, celebrate with color and artistry the traditional 


Easter Sunday “salubong. 
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US firms corner contracts 
in reconstruction of Iraq 


By Amando Doronila 


‘THE SCRAMBLE for civil works contracts 
in the reconstruction of Iraq is under way 
among the 30 or so members of the 
“coalition of the willing,” and 
the Philippines was among 
the first to jump on board the 
bandwagon. 

Also among the first Asian nations to 
declare support for US President George 
W. Bush's global war on terrorism after 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, the Philip- 


pines has been quick to seize the oppor- 
tunity for economic gain opened by the 

coalition's quick military victory in Iraq, 
The Philippine government lost no 
time in forming a high-level task force, 
chaired by former Foreign 


ANALYSIS Secretary Roberto Romulo, to 


oversee the Philippine hu- 
manitarian assistance team being de- 
ployed to Iraq and to prepare the country 
to participate in reconstruction projects. 
Oursis also the first government to ap- 
US FIRMS/AIB 


Ex-hostages narrate tales 
of Abu Sayyaf beheadings 


By Julie S. Alipala 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ZAMBOANGA  CITY—Om Saturday 
night, they couldn't sleep. And early yes- 
terday morning, they couldn't wait for 
the military helicopter from Jolo to ar- 
rive. 

Benjamin Montulo and his two chil- 


dren, Jeizel, 12, and Neil, 9, had walted 
long enough. 

Eight months ago, on Aug. 20, Ben- 
jamin's wife Cleofe was abducted by the 
‘Abu Sayyaf, together with six other mem- 
bers of the Jehovah's Witnesses religious 
group who were selling herbal medicine 
and beauty products in Patikul, Sulu, 
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MILF slew Muslim tillers, military 


$ By Rosa-May V. de Guzman and Edwin О. Fernandez 
* PDI Mindanao Bureau 


COTABATO CITY—At least six Muslim farmers were killed while three 
others were seriously wounded in an ambush staged by suspected Mo- 
ro Islamic Liberation Front rebels in Alamada, North Cotabato on Sat- 
urday, the military said yesterday. But a spokesperson for the rebel 
group said armed Christians were behind the ambush, 
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E-mail: pr. newsGinquirer.com.ph. 


‘The deaths were not limited to civilians. 
At least 14 Moro rebels were killed in the. 
province on Saturday a military report 
said yesterday, while the MILF claimed 
that its forces had killed eight soldiers. 

In another incident, about 50 MILF 
rebels attacked the town of Damulog in 
Bukidnon on the same day, killing one 
person, bürning a rice mill and seven 
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houses and stealing two water 
buffaloes and a horse, a mili- 
tary report said. The MILF 
spokesperson said he had no 
information on the incident. 
Maj. Gen. Generoso Senga, 
commander of the Army's 6th 
Infantry Division, told re- 
porters the Muslim farmers 
"Were on their way to Poblacion 
Alamada to procure food sup- 
plies when heavily armed 
rebels waylaid them in Baran- 


(On Time » Great Value « Warm & Caring Service 


SIL SM MEGAMALL, BLDG B. 
(BETWEEN MEGATRADE 2 & 3) 
EDSA, MANDALUYONG CITY 
Tel: 636-8118 to 21 ө Fax: 636-8125 


NEED A NEW PUMP 7 


* SUBMERSIBLE PUMPS ~~ 
For deep well applications —'* 

* CONVERTIBLE JET PUMPS 
Specially designed for homes, 
farms, cottages, shallow or 
deep wells and booster services 


Manufactured for lawn 
sprinkling, ligation, air 
‘conditioning systems. 
heat pumps, water 
transfer and dewatering 


ILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRE! 


e wa ne АОН sitom SAR S UE 


PAGE 


gay Upper Palipayon at around 6 a.m. 

He said some 10 rebels positioned 
themselves on higher ground and fired 
relentlessly on the civilians, who were ei- 
ther walking or riding on horseback, 

Killed were Sandatu Sultan, 22; Man- 
ap Agal; 25; Guindaon Balimbigan and 
his wife Gumabay, both 45, and Timbora 
Maligan, 12, 

The wounded are confined at the 
Cotabato Regional and Medical Center 
here. They were Nur Saddam Agal, 12; 
Xelsuma Malidas, 40, and Kuiga Mama, 
The victims were all residents of Sitio 
Dulao, also in Upper Palipayon. 

But the MILP said the military was 
again using “shotgun tactics” in blaming 
its fighters for all sorts of violence in Min- 
danao. 

Eid Kabalu, MILF spokesperson, said 
the perpetrators could be a group of 
Christian militiamen in the area. 
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says 


"We do not target civilians. We are a le- 
gitimate rebel organization. Our investi- 
gation showed that militiamen targeted 
the victims. We do not like to sound as if 
we are fueling the animosity between the 
Christians and the Muslims but the reality 
is the victims were Muslims and the per- 
petrators were Christians,” he said. 

Kabalu said this was not the first time 
Christian militiamen had targeted Mus- 
lim villagers. 

In Barangay Liliongan in Carmen town, 
he said a band of armed Christians led by 
a Dodong de la Rosa and a certain Bert ab- 
ducted two Muslims on Wednesday. 

He said the armed men sliced off the 
victims’ ears and later shot them. 

Kabalu identified the slain villager as 
Yusop Alamada, 16, of Liliongan while 
Montaser Bala, 15, also of the same 
place, survived the incident. With a re- 
ort from TJ Burgonio in Manila 
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call to switch to ‘tilapia’ 


LUCENA CITY—"Switch to tila- 
pia? We can’t even afford dilis.” 

‘A militant coalition of farmers’ 
groups in Quezon yesterday lam- 
basted President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо for calling on the masses to 
feast on cultured tilapia rather 


than galunggong, which is becom- 
ing costlier. 

“For the suffering coconut 
farmers across the country, 
galunggong (or tilapia) on the 
dining table has become a rarity 
because of its prohibitive price. 
Sometimes even the 
price of the lowly 
dil is beyond our 
reach, said Rene 
Cerilla, president of 
Ugnayan ng mga 
Magsasaka sa Que- 
топ (Ugma-Quezon). 

On Saturday, the 
President had asked 
poor Filipinos to shift 
their fish preference 
from galunggong, to 
cultured tilapia, say- 
ing the latter fish was 
now more afford- 
able. 

“She should have 
uttered that cón- 
sumption pitchif tha- 
jority of Filipinos 
could really afford to 
buy galunggong or 
tilapia. Maybe the 
President is not 
aware that most fam- 
ilies survive on cheap. 
packaged ^ noodles 
three times a day. 
‘That is if they are 
lucky" Cerilla said 
Delfin Т. Mallari Jr, 
РПІ Southern Luzon 
Bureau 
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Romulo heads RP Iraq effort Е 
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cure a Philippine role in the rehabil- But he admitted that “many le- task force to Iraq co- 
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tion of Iraq would be its “greatest sunji and AG&P Enrique Razon of 
asset, our skilled workforce.” ^ — ІСТБІ, and Emilio Tumbokon, pres- 
“We should be thankful that ident of the Philippine Construc- 
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Cop, 5 men slain in shoot-out 
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(fira ТТА, б лаа.) i4 ||| ЖЕРМЕН | / DISCOVERY SCUBA асаа 
400 


, [e à № СИ] | шоо || FULL PACKAGE WITH 
ГА Е б USA 3599 |\ DIVING INSTRUCTOR 


WI SOUNDCARD / LAN 


P1-133 (32MB/12GB) . 7 А — 2 ӘЛІНЕ! MIN OF 5РАХ 
25 GB) P $000: IPS PD 
| © Бш У 


Pii-266 (64 MB/2.5-4.0 GB) P 7,000 Е £ 1 
gise MBi4.0 GB) E: 7300 3 For inquies, Ра Сай 6 оаа г PACKACES 
Ріғзэз (ва MBIS.0 GB) 7.700 - ТЕХВЕК || | |cuamssarpai CORREGIDOR Р 690 ВАЦ/ 


РІ-350 (64 MB/G. TI 1Р8, Realty Mgt & Mktg. | НИШ РАСКА PALAWAN — P9999 BRUNEI $ 480 
сє P046 AUSTRALIA $ 729 
56 3723208; 374-2584 FORNURSES | CEBU a DEM USTOUR $1087 
— * Alíunts guaranteed working wi 6 months warranty on the few remaming Ready-To- Occupy 410-8367 to 69 (5508 ilocos P6200 EUROPE — $1620 
AIA ‘COMPUTER CENTER Vacation Homes! 371-9702 to 04 | ч 


wwwGlexber.com M  KENSTAR fesarbidngsti ooo S Halte Hanila, 524 (21 t 16 
Led uci) | EIN тате Corporation kenstarepacific.net phhnnekenstartravel.com. 


If you're overweight with excess fat all over your body, you can't help but feel embarrassed when you wear а 
Swimsuit. Marie-France will help you look your very best by giving you real weight-loss results with no pain, 


no strain and no hassle. Soon, your body's fat bulges will turn into shapelier curves to reveal a slimmer figure 
that's worth flaunting in a swimsuit! Uncover Your Curves 


This summer, create the best shape for your body. Call Marie-France now! і Marie France 


Bodyline International? 


MAKATI — ORTIGAS TIMOG BINONDO ALABANG SHAW CONGRESSIONAL- PAMPANGA CEBU 
816-1262 687-1216 372-6635 242-2199 809-9619 534-5898 920-8021 961-2981/91 233-7637 


815-2052 687-1218 372-6636 243-8230 850-4574 534-5877 920-8047 860-6921/22 233-7639 
819-3340 638-3028 410-3723 • 410-3724 242-3299 e 242-2399 842-4633» 842-6887 717-0071 + 717-0072 920-7675 233-7641 


О EXERCISE MACHINES NO WORKOUT CLASSES NO PILL$ OR INJECTIOI NO SURGERY 


SP 
SPECCHPOWER 


Your No. 1 Choice 


sf Trusted by prestigious firms 

& Preferred by International 
Call Centers 

Sought after by students 
and professionals 

i Delivers distinctive results 


SUMMER 2003 COURSES 


i Monday-Wednesday 
classes begin today 


COURSES FOR CHILDREN 

Speech for Beginners 

Children's Speech & Personality Dev. 1 
Children's Speech & Personality Devt. 2 
Children's Speech & Personality Dev't 3 
Intensive Grammar Review 1 

Beginning Reading 

Reading Comprehension & Study Skills 1 
Reading Comprehension & Study Skills 2 
Reading Comprehension & Study Skills 3 
‘COURSES FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
English Conversation Practice 1 

English Conversation Practice 2 

Speech and Elocution for High School 
Public Speaking & Leadership Training 
Intensive Pronunciation Course 1 
Intensive Grammar Review 2 

intensive Grammar Review 3 

Journalistic Writing 

Reading Comprehension & Study Skills 4 
Speed Reading and Comprehension 1 
COURSES FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS 
English Conversation Fluency 1 
Englsh-Conversation Fluency 2 

Oral Presentation Skills 1 

Intensive, Pronunciation Course 2 
Intensive Grammar Review 4 

Intensive. Grammar Review 5 

Creative Writing 

Joumalistic Writing 

Vocabulary Enrichment Course 

Speed Reading and Comprehension 2 
Speed Reading and Comprehension 3 


COURSES FOR PROFESSIONALS 


Oral Presentation Skills 2 
Classroom Presentation Skills 
English Conversation Fluency 3 
Intensive Pronunciation Course 2 
Speech for the Classroom Teacher 
Intensive Grammar Review 6 
Vocabulary Enrichment Course 
Business Witing 

Creative Writing 

Technical Report Writing 


Impromplu-SpeaKÍng cese + groger 
Reading Aloud (for Lectors). -~ 
Private Tutoring 

Private Coaching 

TOEFL 

Test of Spoken English 

English for Foreigners 


mt 


Come, *Visit us today. Well help 
[you choose a course that fits you best 
Only 15 to 20 participants per class. 


classes begin оп April21 
classes begin оп April 22 
classes begin on April 25 
classes begin on April 26 
classes begin on April 27 


GO SPEECHPOWER 


Your no. 1 choice 


SPEECHPOWER-Cubao 
932 Aurora Boulevard Cubao, Quezon City 
9110832; 9110833; 9 110834. 
SPEECHPOWER-Taft 
2/7 Tecnogas Bldg, 1810-1812 Taft Ave. 
сог, Nakpil St. Malate, Manila. 
5236905, 5255310; 5213601 
SPEECHPOWER-Espaía 
AIF Doña Amparo Bldg. España cor. 
Tolentino Sts, Sampaloc, Manil 
7357156; 1357262; 1357312. 
SPEECHPOWER-Bi&an 
Alpha Angelicum Academy, Golden Meadow 
Subd, San Antonio, Bian, Laguna 
0919-5138121; 049-5113450 
Visit us at 


| Customized for Corporate Needs - 


Call us for free 
"Training Needs Analysis 


и CALLCENTERREPRESENTATIVES' 
ORAL SPEECHSKLLS 

и POWERPRESENTATIONSKLLS 

в POWER WRITING 

m PERSONAL EXCELLENCE 

ІШ ON-THEJOBENGLISHPROFICIENCY 
SKILLS 

и SPEECHFORRADIO&TVBROADCAST 

и CLASSROOMPRESENTATION& 
LEARNNGSTRATEGES 

m, SELF-PACKAGNG 

m’ ADVANCEDPUBLICSPEAKNG 

п. TEAMBUILDING 


[Function] 


sanula 


New YX-360TRF 


MULTITESTER 


Measuring Range. 
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‘Capacterce | TOuF 
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WILLING ENTERPRISES, INC. 
115 Rentas cor. 375 Juan Luna, Binondo, Manlia 
Teis.: 242-5085 242-5084 Fax: 241-8306 
e-mail address: wilingent@edsamail com ph 


718374 


caeca 


m mercury drug 


Шз ДО 


FOLLOWING AUTHORIZED DEALERS: 


TOWER 


|. Amazon AV Center - Ever Gotesco Commonweatth - Appliance Centrum - Rizal Lacson. Bacolod Сау. Audio Maxx Trading - Robinson's 


Коал - Rotnson's Moto East." 


Enterprises. 
а 


бойо Mjs - пез Wong Mar. 


Ups Cy 


fesso commi Compas Balangan 


* pacific Electronics - Ronson Ema = 
Wire = Cein Cay аг Mart Мы 
Anges Cay» San Pedro, Magian. Pampanga + 
Spectra Audia Video - Park Square 1. Ayala = 
onie Marteling - Famers Mamet Cubao QC. 


в 
And a chance to WIN a brand new e 


CAMERA 


FEATURES: 


GLASS 28 mm wide-angle lens 
Bigger viewfinder 

Fully automatic 

Larger LCD display 

Powerful 3-way flash 

Red-eye reduction 

Self-timer 

lens cover 


ISUZU Crosswind KUV 
or P 700,000.00 Cash 


2nd Prize: 10 winners 
AS1 All weather camera 


3rd Prize: 20 winners 
BF 800 


Fer DTENCR Feat No 1066 Series of 2003 


È AVAILABLE AT ALL BETTER CAMERA SHOPS AND DEPARTMENT STORES NATIONWIDE. 


RO MONDAY, 
г APRIL 21, 2003 


CBCP raps Comelec 


THIS TIME the Commission on Elections is 
getting flak from the Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines for recommending 
that absentee voting be scrapped next year. 

Bishop Ramon Arguelles, chair of the CBCP 
episcopal commission on migrants and itiner- 
ant people (ECMI), scored the Comelec for 
using “lack of budget” as an excuse not to im- 
plement the Absentee Voting Law. 

Arguelles said “some politicians" were be- 
hind the move to block overseas voting be- 
cause they were aftaid of losing since they 
were not popular with Filipinos abroad. 

He refused to name the politicians except 
to say they belonged to both the administra- 
tion and opposition parties. 

The Comelec had called off the registration of 
‘overseas voters slated for May 5 due to an “insuf- 
ficient” budget and lack of time for preparations, 

But Comelec chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. re- 
lented, saying the Comelec would hold over- 
seas polls but only in six locations given the 
P400 million budget. This was the “only way 
to salvage the law," he said. The Comelec and 
the Department of Foreign Affairs had sought 
at least P800 million to hold the absentee 
polls. Blanche 5. Rivera 


` THE ORIGINAL ! 
THE ORIGIN? 


VIDEOKE MICROPHONE | 


LONG-LASTING 
SINGING 
PLENSURE 


Now with a 
FREE Leatherette 
Jacket 
for dust and moist 
protection. 


RED, BLACK and GREEN соо!" 


Get More! 


This bonus accessory Is available only 
at these authorized dealer: 


Sth Ave. Electronic City, 3rd Floor Bldg A, 
SM Megaman, Tels, 633-8315 / 632-8317: 
Ambassador Appliances, 2. Narra Lane. 
Vira Май, Greenhils. San Juan, ММ. Tel 

721-0908 | Telefax. 721-4932 - Golden 
Sound, 21 С-1 Мата Lane, Vira Mall 
Greennils San Juan М.М. Tel. No. 721-2540 
: Hotel Rembrandt, 6 Scout Bayoran cor T. 
Morato Ext. ОС "Теје 372-0414 / 373-3333 
loc. 214 * image Video, М-22 G/F, Harnson. 
Plaza Shopping Center, Adriatico 51, Malate, 
Manila, Tele 522-3493 / 528-7104 / 822-3019 
+ Precision Audio & Video Service inc., 
A-1, 2nd Floor, Narra Lane, Мита Mall, Green- 
hits, San Juan, ММ Tel Nos : 721-1066 721- 
0904 / 721-0560 + Sound Dimension, Park 
‘Square 1, Ayala Center, Makat City . Tel, No. 
782-7802 

Alex Audio Video, 04-13 Pea! Lana. GIF Vira Mal. 
блот Snooping Сола Son шп Mara Mania. Toi Nos 
721-0810 725-1082 “Mara Trading, 99 C. Dat Sodat 
Же Cater (уға, Pare Cay Ts Non 776-3528 
(097) 496739. - MLMart Sales, Inc. 514 Suae St 
espe. Mania Tei Nes 736-1 

‘ances, Lovel2 Shangn-La Раша EDSA Nandouyong Cay 

Та Nos 6325224 632-982« Amt 

Upper Leve Собот Вар ear 

Ты Nos 082.087 8950068 - Am! 

Upper Ground Foor, New 

Cuban, Quezon Сау 


Video Service, Inc, No 16 Рай Зелме Aras 
Manan Cay Tei Nos BITASIS | 81759128 Cres 
Concept, 74 8. Ратуе Aroma Ғаме OC. Tal 
SS 038 2978/998 7328- Listening Room 3, D 
тануға Сау ты 632087 > 
ЖЕ лауа Pars Mal EDSA 


536.0050 -£-D. Muste & Light Pura St Quapo Mania 
ты No 732 1090 - Worldwida Audio Video, 380 Q 
201-34 up 1o 48 + Sight 


Cor 
Park базме Ayala Conter Moon Tet Nos 7527116 
City Sian No POS Pane Sava 


perm 
182755 Ave. Electronic Clty, Ava Town Car 
772200405 Muhicom otwor ing, Inc. Sian 
128 BF Homes Runs. BF Homes 
5708 (0916 1040403 Оса 
Та o toes) 2822049 - V. Divi 
shes Homer Gen Maan Awa 
(48) 800.0300 


For wholesale orders, 
visit or call up 


GROUP, INC. 
hn excuuse овтявытоя 
Sulta 603, 6th Floor, 
Richbelt Tower Condominium, 
17 Annapolis St, Greens, 
San Juan, Motro Mania 
“Tel. Nos.: 705-1321, 
722-8052 or 722-6786 


Email us at: astragroup@pacific.net ph 
FREE MIC STAND WORTH 
P1,500." WITH EVERY PURCHASE 


cernis 


It's not just a Credit Card 


It's a sizzling, hot 3-in-1 offer 
this summer 


Now is the best time to get a Citibank Credit Card. You'll enjoy its cool 
features, and these 3 special freebies that'll surely make a splash: 


* FREE membership for the first year* 
* FREE red-hot summer bag 
* Get the chance to WIN a Kodak Digital Camera. 


So what are you waiting for? Apply now before the summer is over. 


APPLY NOW! 
Call 423-3000 


( : LBS 
: www.citibank.com.ph СІ ti ba n К 
“mst a esta at qe en 


Amemberof citigroud^ 
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SARS can’t keep Filipino maids in HK from enjoying days off 


des KONG—Much of this city ringing with Tagalog as thousands 145,000 are Filipinos, typically San Miguel beer; others dance, ding them to leave the house. very dangerous. There's no 
scans like а ghost town as Severe of Filipino maids celebrated Easter, take Sunday as their one day off performaerobicsorsinghymns. Jessica Салар, from Manila, medicine, so you have to wear 
Ане Respiratory Syndrome “Пт not scared,” said Lina Val- each week, turning parks, streets, Many of the maids said Sunday said she had to sneak away on masks. I should stay home, but 
(SARS) keeps frightened peopleat cita from Nueva Vizcaya. ‘Tm a sidewalks and overpasses into they're frightened by SARS. Hun- Easter Sunday to attend Catholic its so boring that I go out every 
hore, but one open area under a healthy amah.” outdoor festivals of gossip, eating dreds wore surgical masks like Mass where the priest and con- Sunday.” 

déWmtown bank building was Hong Kong’s233,000amahsor and drinking. many of Hong Kong's residents gregation wore masks and there Elizabeth Pingad said her em- 
keked wit pienickersSundayand_ live-in maids, of whom some Some play cards and swig cold have been doing for weeks. was no handshaking during the ployer had ordered her to wear a 
But unlike many traditional peace greeting. mask—but she takes it off as 
NROLMENT NOW OPENI locals who are stay- ‘SARS has sickened 1,358 people soon as she gets away from the 

Я с ing home, leaving іп Hong Kong and 81 have died, apartment. 
! 2 "m restaurants _ and throwing the territory into a crisis “It's hot and I have allergies 
7 à shops deserted, the that shows no sign of letting up as andit (the mask) makes it hard to 
maids insist on going scientists struggle tofinda cure. breathe,” Pingad said. “Some 
out. Some complain “Tm scared of SARS,” said An- people are panicking. They just 


ъд $ ІССЕЗЕШІ CAREER › x employers areforbid- gie Buen, also from Manila. “I's get a sore пс the Шы 
j F Nm 
| WITHIN YOUR REACH: | $ Je SARS 


they have SARS.” 
Mary Jane Bausel 


nomme en ES | А чы косме 
CENTRAL COLLEGES of the Philippines produces truly outstanding and ment contract has 
successful individuals. CCP boasts of having some of the country's highest 2 d just ended so she's 
Optometry board passers (95%), and its graduates have a history of flying home on Mon- 
1 attaining some of the best job positions in the nation's top compas ay Aa cae iy 


"With its well-rounded style of education, CCP equips each student with the em ? from SARS-infected 
creativity, determination and the resourcefulness to face and overcome E t Hong Kong. 

d Ме’ challenges. «РИ be happy—no 
+ FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED frre and computer laboratorios SARS in the Philip- 
< FREE INTERNET ACCESS for all students In schoo! tbrares pines,” she said. | 

+ Features an ute moder cyberport laboratory with 83 state-of-the-art computers wired to 2 [ 2 The Philippines 
+ Advanced ситоша in Engineering and Information Technology courses + $ [| hashad two probable 


* Industry-based internship program cases of the illness, 
"ob assistance through our External Айгиз and Alumni Department i 2003 SCHEDULE but one patient, а 

3 German, recovered 
COURSES OFFERED: Ha ғ. SUBJECTS | DATE LECTURÉR and his illness has 


"COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING ла жк bash conn ned 
Bachelor of Science in: "COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY E cs Apr. 24 Dean Andres D. Bautista 


as SARS. The other 
Computor Engineering (8 Comp.) Moser pope gen eain to e Preparaton En m 
ео ала Communications Engineering Degree af Opa б Е т, рі 
53343) laborlaw  Apr.25May4 Рю Salvador A, Рози: caregiver from Cana- 


См Engineering (85.25) "COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES Prof. Cesario A. Azucena, Jr. da, di - 
Electrical Engineering (8.5-Е Е) ‘Bachelor of Aris (А.В) e Debes a 


Industrial Engineering (8.5.1) Major in: A 
Mechanical ЕЎ ао (BSME) - English H н cu vel ed iiL been confirmed as 
Ec Dean Eulogia M Cueva, E м 
"cou see OF ARCHITECTURE E Asso. Dean Teresita L- Cruz : 

‘char of Seven m Neste 1 Sige Pia Galazar Pacita 

ERS lh putt and ASD COLLEGE oF EDUCATION 1 Prof Ma. Liza A. Lopez Rosato 


Е и М! 5" | Meet fails 
йн of Seanca in Aceountaney (88A) ша а Taxation May30-June 12 Judge Japar B. Dimaampao 


-Engien Prof. Francis J. Sababan to tackle 


"COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION e K } 
BL E aside x килы eee 


Марг нон SCHOOL Prot Willard 8. Rino wage cut 


" Computer Management Only students with an average of 84% and above arë 
Markeling Criminal Law July 5-19 Justice Artemio б. Tuquero 


{Banking and Finance ‘quake to tate the entrance examination. 4 
Economies ‘GRADUATE SCHOOL $ Justice Ruben T. Reyes THE PHILIPPINES’ 
Management Nasr otaran Teann = Justice Diosdado M. Peralta protest over the wage 


[c cut imposed on for- 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN OFFICE ADMINISTRATION yt rack Remedial Lew July 20-Aug, 10 Justice Nicolas L. Lapeña: Jr. ie 


(Gessernovtesspogen) МА Dep. Omb Jesus F.Guerero | «ЕП domestic work: 

Associate in Office Administration Masir i scan / Н Dean Abraham б. Espejo ers in Hong Kong was 

Шоо Secretarial - 2 year course) Wemenstenpm) wa До” *Veledictorian 5% Judge Ма. Cristina J.Comejo | not heard during a 
il d n 3 k Er recent mee 

"COLLEGE OF COMPUTER STUDIES Май or fax your applicatio Salutatorian „Ей: ecent meeting to 


“Bachelor of Science in Compuler Science (8505) | t0 CCP today! [ “3rd tó 10th Place об im s мыни geris des discuss migration 
E D D я the Gratuating Claes HDI concerns by labor-ex- 
1 Bachelor of Science In Information "Courses acre J = 

Management (8.31M), PACUCOA (Philippine Association Final Grade of 85x. Political Lew Ашо. 16:31 Dean Andres О. Bautista umm 
“Анод in Compute? Technology (АСТ) 2-yr course  ofColeges and Universes 1 ч Dean Jose M. Roy il Sri Lanka. 

CISCO Acadomy а сомо piai x Se ue, Dean Ponciano D. Subido labor Undersec- 

RECO Ман еа dL Ж. Prof. Edwin Rey Sandoval retary Manuel Imson, 


2" Now Courses Offered are given to the deserving 4 Pre-Bor Review lectures slat on Apr 24, 2003 at do not send workers 
students!) Д FAR EASTERN UNIVERSITY, Morayta, Manila. to Hong Kong re- 


NO TUITION FEE INCREASE! ШЫ ее Е fused to tackle the 


Lectures wil be conducted every THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY 255 


ENT RAL OLLES da SUNDAY only. (TH & FRI.: 5:00-9:00 p.m. / SAT. & SUN.: 10-12 пп, Civ сіре 
L С of the Philippines 26pm) Meu econ 


52 Avrora Boulevard, Quezon City Tel. Nos: - 715-0846 For inquiries, please call ATTY. VENICIO 5. FLORES, pensis tg трна 
Bar Review Director, at Tel. Nos. 735-5640 or 534-9340. about it," Imson said. 

He said the repre- 
sentative from China, 
which administers 


Hong Kong, тете} 
"* Read this! e PABX (Private Automatic Branch eXchange) is an integrated Ане три 


” Let PanasonicSs 
З ; aS M oe Tecta 
Super Hybrid Telephone System. raganing, помогите and after ales service which quis О Was Sell 
provide your company 3 technical ability. informed” about it. 

the efficient and quality? Therefore, do not be misled by ow mein unk price only! You wil |ы The Philippines 
ааа ЕЕЕ 
>= Deception comes in not knowing what you are really paying for. Hong Kong court 
Surely, you will not get your money s worth because of poor service. шегш the te 
с eer oy uerus 
H mad B e slashing by HK$400 
The Best Solution for Your Communication Needs e monthly wages of 
. foreign maids begin- 

ning this month. 
pus от ee e 
uus who are heavily equipped by undergoing extensive training. Their service government will also 
charges are justified by their quality work and quick service. tax the maids’ employ- 


For your needs and satisfaction, please call us to assure of our “Authorized жт йе алеи 


"lor better service with economical val starting Oct. 1. 
о х5 ат Besides China, Sri 


Lanka and the Philip- 

Panasonic s Digital Super Hybrid System . . . pines, the other coun- 
Sophisticated communication designed to anticipate the future. tres that attended the 
convention in Colom- 

bo were Indonesia, In- 

dia, Nepal, Pakistan, 

rcd = Thailand, Bangladesh 
and Vietnam. Most of 

these countries have 

natives working as do- 

mesties in Hong Kong 

Blanche 5. Rivera 


(Testing Center) ® Design Curriculum КС plus semestral stipend’. - said countries that 


Private Automatic Branch eXchange 


aret i trt rtt н 


ТЕРЕ 


[] 


Speciol Age Group Workshops in Personality Development, Acting, Modeling, Etiquette, and Grooming. Morning ond afternoon 
Sessions to fit your schedule. Enroll Now and finish before your regular school closes begin. Earn the Worldwide John Robert 
Powers Internationol Certificate. MAKE THIS SUMMER THE BEST EVER! HAVE FUN AND GET THE LIFETIME BENEFITS OF A 
WORKSHOP AT JOHN ROBERT POWERS. Enroll early for choice schedules. 


9 CALL NOW! 


www johnrobertpowers.com 
Casmer Building, 195 Salcedo St., Legaspi Vilage, Makati 
Guarded Porking Neorby 
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SC finds 2 bankers guilty iWIST FAN COOLING SYSTEME 
THE SUPREME Court has penalized two ІЛІК СИШЕН Model Compas Set Contained" Sin 


ranking officials of the Bangko Sentral ng Instant temperature redi 
Pilipinas after finding them guilty of unpro- 
fessionalism for their handling of the investi- 
gation of a troubled Bulacan rural bank and = 
later trying to broker its sale. SNES та 

Inan 18-page decision penned by Associate |Your complete { (2 PASEO rms eur 
Justice Vicente Mendoza, the high tribunal | indoor & Outdodr. Ll | инт 
оета lige le 2 Le 

Veputy Governor Alberto Reyes and De- -BUTUFT-SEROUS DEEP PORE FACAL 

partment of Rural Banks director Wilfredo | merubgs: лге Layout ЭКО DAMAGED TOO ЯКО 


Domo-ong guilty of unprofessionalism. и а 5% SIDER VEN TREATMENT -WHTENNG TABLET 


INSTANT RELIEF IN BREATHING 
"E 


The Supreme Court, however, lowered the детте. SIEUT REM аа 
fines imposed on the two by the appellate court. абу he 


jeeting! S “LASER OMNILASE TREATVENT 


‘of sic-months’ salary to only two months’ pay for E "FRECKLE REVOVAL EYELASHES PERMNG 
Reyes and one month's wages for Domo-ong. Save ТАЯ | Perfect for: Outdoor Dining + Factories + Patios + лоок 
Tt also found a third respondent, BSP-DRB [veranda « Outdoor Retalls - Warehouse + Auto- Prcttyloo 

examiner Herminio Principio, not guilty of ТН m Ee CEN 


the unprofessionalism charge brought against |5 ғ Medical center trading corporation | RESET. тату Gatherings eie. i | MAKATI: Uni 224225 84. 2 central Par, Gan. тіне 
the BSP officials by the Rural Bank of San % rers Ы Air Chille St, cor Binay St, Bangkal, Макай City 


Miguel (Bulacan) inc. before the Monetary — 1С001 MIST Е Е] ЕНОТ 
Board in 1999. poseen M moreuru гий биле нінен» | Tel, Nas 920.8109: 820 3424 ТЕН 820.8109 сен 

Officials of the rural bank charged the BSP goes eene RENE Ея WA, SMS RENTALS /DESICNS/ INSTALLATION SERVICES АЙАР _ ORTIGAS CENTER; nt 1830 Mega Иша Core 
officials were unprofessional in handling йө (езен а РЕ: ‘Tol. 687-7807 + 687-5008 dis Ted 
examination of their books and other records ||| = m еденде date eh caren enda ни 
when the bank suffered serious financialdiffi. "260" Sess 
culties in the mid-1990s. 


They alleged the BSP officials leaked the i. Е 


Tor Men & Worn 


bank's financial woes to a newspaper and used 

its case ina training seminar on rural banks. | \ 
"They also charged the BSP officials had pres- $ | 

sured them to sell the bank to either TA Bank or 

Export and ImportBank, Norman Bordadora 


The Dany [39% 


GOSPEL When you want to save: 


агана With the high cost of energy, you could sacrifice your comfort 
1stReading: Acts 2:14, 22-32 
бире Mt 28:8-15 just to save on electricity. 

The women left the tomb at once in holy 
fear, yet with great joy, and they ran to tell the 
news to the disciples, 

Suddenly, Jesus met them on the way and 
said, “Peace.” The women approached him, 
embraced his feet and worshiped him. But Je- 
sus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell 
my brothers to set ош for Galilee; there they 
will see me." 

While the women were on their way, the 
guards returned to the city and some of them. 
feported то the chief priests all that had hap- W t to b 
pened. The chief priests тет with the Jewish en you want to be 
authorities and decided to give the soldiers a 
good sum of money, with this instruction, “бау А 
| Eat his disciples came by night white you were comfortable 

asleep, and stole the body of Jesus. If Pilare = 
comes to know of this, we will satisfy him and 
keep you out of trouble.” The soldiers accept- 
ed the money and did as they were told. This 
ооа E mni tme the lowest operating wattage in Its class. You get the 
Commenta 

Although Hes by the experience, the cooling comfort you need and the 
guards saw what took place at the tomb and 
could make a report to the chief priests. But they low electric bills you want. 
‘could be bribed to testify falsely. The women wit- 
nesses were also afraid, but they were the first to 
announce the resurrection. These were the same 
‘women who sat facing the tomb after it had been 
sealed and all the others had left. What went on 
in their minds? He made their lives whole and 
‘promised them unending fullness of life. Now he 
is dead. Was mistake to have believed in him, 
hoped in him, loved him? They went back to the. 
tomb as soon as the Sabbath was over, keeping in. 
their hearts the resurrection he foretold. Their 
hope did not deceive them, for they loved much. 
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criminal while the civil action for collection 

is anchored on culpa contractual. Moreover, m E. 
ig anchored ое, MARK | CONCEPCION.CARRIER 
stant case because the law expressly allows. 

the filing of a separate civil action which can 
proceed independently of the criminal ac- 
tion. Clearly, therefore, the trial court erred 
in dismissing petitioner's complaint for col- 
lection of the value ofthe checks issued by. CONCEPCION CARRIR CONS RA 
respondent. Being an independent civil ac- & 23 Fes 
tion which is separate and distinct from any 
criminal prosecution and which require no 
prior reservation for its institution, the doc- 
іле of res judicata and forumshopping 
will not operate to bar the same. [Citations 
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China syndrome 


Те 'NEWS that broke on Good Friday on Time mag- 
azines website, and then carried on CNN, the 
"Washington Post and other media outlets, sends a 
chilling message: Despite official denials, China contin- 
uesto treat the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome by pretending that the problem, or much of it, 
does not even exist. 
Tts behavior proves that, contrary to 
EDITORIAL its claims, and in spite of the country’s 
economic transformation since Deng Xi- 
aoping’s celebrated Southern tour, China remains a 
closed society at heart. It is, emphatically, a society that 
does not know how to handle bad news. 

Last Tuesday, when the World Health Organization vis- 
ited hospitals in Beijing, more than 40 SARS patients in 
one military hospital were relocated to a nearby “inn” 
and more than 30 SARS patients in another hospital—all 
of them medical personnel—were forced into ambu- 
lances, The ambulances were then driven around the cap- 
ital, until the experts from WHO had taken their leave. 

‘A doctor at the military hospital told Time: “We moved 
46 of our SARS patients to the Zihuachun hotel on Tues- 
day,” thus leaving only about 10 patients behind for the 
WHO researchers to see. Another of the magazine's 
sources said 31 patients were "rushed into ambulances 
and driven around the city for several hours" after the 
WHO team decided to make a last-minute visit to the Chi- 
па Japan Friendship Hospital. 

‘An official of that hospital told the Washington Post: “It 
was done to avoid detection by the WHO. We drove the 
patients around Beijing. We were ordered by the Beijing 
government. We don't know if the central government 
was aware, but we assume it was." 

We cannot but assume the same thing too. The pattern 
is unmistakable. SARS originated in southern China in 
November, but Chinese officials kept quiet until the first 
deaths were reported in Vietnam, Singapore and Hong 
Kong in February. Even then, local officials did little, and 
the central government started reacting only in March. 
The pattern spells cover-up: the knee-jerk behavior of 
closed environments. This was true of the Nixon White 
House 30 years ago, of Saddam Hussein's Ba'ath Party as 
late as last month, and as it became painfully clear last 
week, of the Chinese government today. 

This much is beyond argument: By first keeping silent 
about SARS, which doctors in Guangdong province had 
already identified as a new, dangerous disease as early as 
December, and then by putting half-hearted measures in 
place, and then by attempting to hide the true scale of the 
problem from the WHO, the Chinese government has d 
rectly contributed to the alarming breakout of the dis- 
ease. 

‘Today, SARS has spread to some 25 countries, causing 
some 3,500 persons to fall seriously ill and killing almost 
200. 

If we go by media reports, the hardest-hit areas have 
been Hong Kong (which reports health statistics sepa- 
rately from China) and Toronto. But those two cities, 
where every single SARS case and suspect case are 
painstakingly accounted for, suffer from the fallacy of em- 
phasis. If China were more forthcoming in its health re- 
porting, the openness of Hong Kong and Toronto will not 
work against them. 

This brings us to the crux of the cover-up: China has 
fudged the numbers because it still labors under the 
idea—practiced by totalitarian leaders as different in 
character as Hitler and Mao—that bad news reflects bad- 
lyon the authorities, and must therefore be suppressed. 

If it cannot be suppressed, blame someone else. 

Two weeks ago, for instance, the Associated Press re- 
ported that an American teacher working in China and 
stricken with SARS may have been rushed to Hong Kong 
so that his death wouldn't be recorded as part of China's 
total. “It looked like they were just trying to keep him 
alive until they took him to Hong Kong,” a friend of the 
teacher told AP The English teacher died soon after arriv- 
ing. 

‘The policy of constructive engagement with China de- 
pends on the notion that political freedoms will follow 
naturally from economic opportunity. The idea was that 
as market forces penetrate Chinese society, openness 
would follow in their wake: access to accurate data, 
transparency of official reports, the works. 

China's handling of the SARS crisis raises doubts about 
that policy. 
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LAST Good Friday, we took advantage of the 
almost traffic-free streets to motor to the old 
hometown of Malabon to visit relatives. 
wanted my children to see the place now be- 
cause itis a perfect example of how NOT to al- 
low a municipality to grow. Although itis only 
a few kilometers from Quezon City, the trip. 
took almost two hours on ordinary days be- 
cause of the traffic, but on Good Friday, we 
zoomed through the streets in 20 minutes. And 
in the lazy days of summer, thoughts turn to 
happier times in the old days. 

Back in the old days, Malabon was the best 
of two worlds: it was near enough to Manila 
and yet was far enough to retain its rural and 
rustic atmosphere. Most breadwinners worked 
in Manila, the shopping center was Divisoria, 
and many college students commuted to Mani- 
la to study. Yet children still played in grassy 
meadows, fished and swam in clean rivers, 
walked among rice fields and vegetable gar- 
dens, clambered among mangrove trees along 
the riverbanks and huge fruit trees in the back- 
yards.and, most exciting of all, raced horses in 
the street and bathed them in the river. 

Most of all, Malabon was full of fishponds; 
atall times of the day or night, there was a cool 
fresh breeze even at the height of summer, you 
could hear the wavelets lapping on the banks 
of the ponds, and smell the scent of sea water 
and algae. In the quiet of the night, you could 
hear the train clattering over steel railroad 
bridges far away, hear horses’ hooves clomping 
оп the wooden bridge to barrio Catmon, or 
fishermen beating the surface of the water 
with sticks to prevent the milkfish from eating 
зо that their stomachs would be clean when 
they were caught early the next morning 

Our house was in a huge compound in the 
middle of fishponds connected to the street by 
a single L-shaped dike. It was surrounded by a 
hedge of gumamelas and by kakawati trees 
which, in summer and in September, bloomed 
and showered the ponds with their pink blos- 
soms. From the street, you cannot see the big 
house but only the trees and the green gu- 
mamela bushes dotted with red flowers. There 
were many other trees inside the compound, 


LAST April 4 was the death anniversary of 
someone worth remembering in these days of 
war and peace, in these days of death and res- 
urrection. He is Martin Luther King, а name 
that has become synonymous with civil rights. 
А couple of years ago, I saw a moving feature 
on TV of African-American NBA players, led by 
Michael Jordan, paying homage to him. If it 
hadn't been for King, they said to a man, попе 
of them would have gotten where they were. 

But King’s real significance goes beyond his 
impact on the black community of America, ог 
his monumental contribution to uplifting its 
plight. Jack E. White had an excellent article 
оп him some years ago in Time's special issue 
of the 100 greatest figures of the 20th century. 
It is a testament to Kings greatness, White 
said, that close to four decades after his death 
he had a school or street named after him in 
nearly every major city in America. But itis a 
testament to how badly his greatness is misun- 
derstood that those schools and streets are lo- 
cated largely in black communities. 

In fact, says White, itis not blacks alone that 
owe King a great debt of gratitude. АЙ of Amer- 
ica does—whites more than blacks: 

“For all King did to free blacks from the yoke 
of segregation, whites may owe him the great- 
est debt, for liberating them from the burden 
of Americas centuries-old hypocrisy about 
race. It is only because of King and the move- 
ment that he led that the United States can 
claim to be the leader of the ‘free world" with- 
ош inviting smirks of disdain and disbelief. 
Had he and the blacks and whites who 
marched beside him failed, vast regions of the 
United States would have remained morally 
indistinguishable from South Africa under 
apartheid, with terrible consequences for 
America's standing among nations. How could 
America have convincingly inveighed against 
the Iron Curtain while an equally oppressive 
Cotton Curtain remained draped across the 
South?" 

‘As everyone who spoke at the anniversary of 
King's death pointed out. had he lived today he 
would mes 
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particularly four very big tamarind trees and а 


bamboo grove which creaked and groaned and. 


swished during strong winds. 

Not far from the house was the Catmon Riv- 
er, a branch of the Tenejeros-Tullahan River, 
whose banks were lined with thick mangroves. 
Across the Catmon River was a wooden bridge 
that connected our barrio, Niugan to Catmon. 

In Catmon, there were still rice fields at that 
time; cattle egrets perched on the backs of 
carabaos and flocks of mayas were scared 
away by scarecrows and by empty cans dan- 
gling on long strings draped over the rice 
plants. When pulled, the cans made a racket 
that scared away the birds. 

There was a vegetable garden tended by 
Chinese farmers, beyond which was the house. 
of the old man who planted the rice fields. This 
old man "healed" sprains (pilay) of children. in 
those days, whenever a child had a slight fever, 
the old folks said it was caused by pilay and 
sent him or her to the old manghihilot with а 
small bag of biscuits, 

We liked going to that old man because we 
bad to pass through the Chinese vegetable gar- 
den and the smell of the vegetable of all kinds 
was pleasant to our nostrils. 

The old man's yard was shady with mango 
trees lying on their sides, beside one of which 
was a carabao wallow in which at least one 
carabao was always wallowing. There was a 
sledge and plows and other farm implements 
under the bamboo-and-nipa house. There was 
a haystack on one side and we liked the sugary 
smell of the hay. 

‘We would wait for the old man to finish his 
farm chores while playing with his grandchil- 
dren in the yard. Before dusk, the old man 
‘would arrive. He would tie the carabao near the 
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his country's war in Iraq just as he had spoken 
out against his country's war in Vietnam. 

Half a century after King led his civil rights 
marches throughout America, racist attitudes 
continue to pervade the thinking of his coun- 
try. I myself have not stopped being amazed by 
the US polls that said before the beginning of 
the Iraq war that the American support for it 
depended on the length of the war. If it 
dragged on, or turned out to be as long as the 
‘Vietnam War, then Americans would turn their 
ire on their leaders and protest against them 
with vehemence. If it did not, then they would 
worship at their feet. I saw several distin- 
guished-looking experts on TV talk of this as 
though it were a scientific problem that need- 
ed only to be gauged accurately. No one seems 
to have thought it a most cynical attitude to- 
ward life. Or other people's life. 

Its subtext in fact—one that Gen. Westmore- 
land articulated during the Viemam War, 
which got him into no small amount of trouble 
with the civil rights groups—is that American 
lives weigh more than other people's, especial- 
Зу those of, as Martin Luther King's time put it, 
"colored foli." Westmoreland went on to say 
that this was so because Western folk, who had 
had access to education and had a future to 
look forward to, had a better appreciation of 
the worth of human life than did folk like the 
Vietnamese, who were largely uneducated and 
died almost all the time from poverty and dis- 
cease. 1 do not now recall the ratio he proposed, 
how many Vietcong deaths were the equiva- 
lent of the death of an American soldier. 1 do 
recall his differential morality raised howls of 
protest. 
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carabao wallow, give it some hay, put the plow 

under the house, wash himself and then attend 
tous, He would bring out a bottle of coconut oil, 
wet his fingertips with it and then massage our 
shoulders and back and move our arms this way 
and that. His hands felt very rough. 

But the happiest days for us boys was when 
we had to bathe the horses in the Tenejeros 
River twice or thrice a week. Several families 
in the neighborhood had carretelas and stables 
of horses. (You need two horses for each car- 
retela, one to pull it in the morning, the other 
in the afternoon. If you had a third horse, you 
used it at night.) Our family had two, a white 
big horse, and a smaller but faster bay. Our old- 
er brothers drove the carretelas but we, the 
smaller boys bathed them. 

In the morning, we would gather on the 
road and then race bareback го Tenejeros a 
kilometer away. There was a cut on the road 
mear the foot of the Tenejeros Bridge that 
sloped down into the river. That was where we 
bathed the horses. We would make them swim 
to the middle of the river and back, with us ei 
ther swimming beside them or riding on their 
backs. We would scrub and clean them in the 
shallower part of the river. Then we would 
walk the horses back home, no racing so as not 
to raise dust and dirty them again and to give 
the sun time to dry them. 

Alas, those happy days are gone. The Tene- 
Jeros and Catmon rivers are so dirty now that ifa. 
boy ога horse ЕЙ into them, he or it would prob- 
ably die of poisoning. The mangrove trees have 
been cut and the fishponds filled with dirt and 
sold as residential lots. Our compound is now 
surrounded by the high adobe walls of neigh- 
bors. 

"The area where the rice fields, the vegetable 
garden and the old man’s house used to be is 
now the site of the new multimillion-peso mu- 
nicipal building the construction of which, 
however, was stopped and the mayor suspend- 
ed because of alleged graft. The streets are nar- 
row with hardly any sidewalks and vehicles 
double-parked everywhere. When it rains, the 
streets are flooded. 

Is there still any hope for Malabon? 


way today, but it still throbs at the heart of 
Washington's, or indeed America's, attitude to- 
ward the world. Certainly, it throbbed at the 
heart of embedded-journalist reporting, wit- 
tinglyor unwittingly in the reams of paper and. 
airtime devoted to the young American wom- 
an who was rescued from the clutches of her 
captors and the pithy summation of the scores 
of Iragis who were killed іп the air raids and 
tank fire. IF indeed they were mentioned at all. 
1t was left to the networks of other countries, 
chief of them the Arab ones, to give a face to 
those who died or ended up missing parts of 
their bodies in hospitals. Many of them chil- 
dren. 

Ie throbs at the heart of White House utter- 
ances about the American heroes who failed to 
‘come home—who did so in many cases not by 
the hand of the enemy but by “friendly 
fire’—and the absence of any mention of the 
thousands of Iraqis who perished in a war they 
neither asked for nor wanted. Where they are 
mentioned at all, their lot is depicted as having 
been caused by Saddam Hussein, or worse, by 
they themselves for not rising to overthrow 
him. Never by the coalition planes that rained 
destruction, never by the coalition tanks that 
razed homes. The valuation is there despite be- 
ing unsaid. Some lives are worth more than 
others. Some children are worth more than 
others. Some skin colors are worth more than 
others. 

Martin Luther King's work is not over, not by 
а long mile. The irony of course is that the 
"whole thing, as Mark Twain also remarked 
about another American enterprise a century 
ago, which was the "pacification" of the Fil- 
ipinos, one marked by racist scorn, is being 
done in the name of freeing other people. 

The greatest wars are not fought, and won, 
in the deserts and jungles of the world. They 
are fought in the hearts and minds of human 
beings. America is winning the one, but it is 
losing the other. 

‘Who knows? Maybe another Martin Luther 
King will come from the loins of a black and 
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‘Doing it for memories forever’ 


A HAPPY and Blessed Easter to all. Last Good Fri- 
day you must have noted that the priests wore red 
vestments and the altar linens were also in red 
even as the major statues remained draped in 
purple, For the Church its martyrs have always 

ееп a great source of its glory, and last Good Fri- 
day the Church celebrated the martyrdom of Je- 
sus Christ, the greatest ofits martyrs; hence the 
red vestments. But yesterday the whole Christen- 
dom celebrated the rising of the martyred Christ 
from the dead. For the Church, Easter is the most 
important feast of the liturgical year, for on this 
triumph of Christ over death is anchored the va- 

idity of the Christian faith, that He is truly God. 
Hence Easter is a most joyous season. 

‘My family spent the Lenten break in Bataan 
and we attended the complete Good Friday af- 
ternoon service which includes the veneration 
of the Holy Cross and the traditional proces- 
sion afterwards. All around us, starting Holy 
‘Thursday, we could hear the pasyon being 
sung in various neighborhoods, something 
one doesn't getto hear in the city (i it's sung at 
all in the city it's in the form of rap). On the 
highway we met many penitents being 
whipped or carrying the cross. On Sabado de 
Gloria evening the Easter vigil and the tradi- 
tional salubong was held. On the other hand, 
relatives who stayed in Manila reported that 
the churches were bursting at the seams with 
the faithful doing the visita iglesia. Yes, the 
Lenten practices remain alive and well. 

While in Manila recently to visit his longtime 
friends Dieter and Aida Reichert, world- 
renowned German cellist Claus Kanngiesser gave 
three performances, during which he played 
Haydn, Brahms, Schumann and a number of 
Spanish pieces on a beautiful 20-year-old cello. 
Kanngiesser caressed it and made it "sing," but he 
also said it was "given" by Geronimo Velasco. Bet- 
ter known for having put up the old Republic 
Glass and the Bataan Nuclear Plant in the Marcos 
years, former Energy Minister Velasco, unknown 
to many, is an accomplished cellist who studied 
with the St. Scholastica nuns in his youth. His 
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rare public appearances as cellist included play- 
ing in the Bamboo Organ festival at Las Pifias. 
Kanngiesser referred to him as the “father of the 
cello in the Philippines.” A grandson appears to 
continue the tradition in the family. 

1 was frankly incredulous that Velasco would 
give such a rare instrument away, as it must have 
ost him a fortune. During the intermission at the 
St. Scholastica concert, [went up to him to ask him 
about it. Velasco laughed and explained that he 
merely lent it so that Kanngiesser doesn't have to 
lug his cello to the Philippines. It seemed like the 
classic case of something lost in translation. 1 
learned that it was made by a French cellist-maker 
named Silvestre in 1805, and that Velasco came to 
acquire it years back in Rome with the help of the 
great cello master Mstislav Rostropovich. 

Easter, like Christmas, is a feast that draws 
families together all over the world. Since we're 
celebrating Easter, Га like to write of a Filipino 
family in Florida, USA who not only demon- 
strated the Pinoy’s innate talent for music, but 
also that, as a recent feature article about them 
put it, “The family that plays together, stays to- 
gether.” My friend, Cary Bernardo Reyes, 
daughter of Quezon City's first mayor, sent mea 
press clipping about the feat of her son Ariosto 
Reyes Jr's family. In this season of grace and 
love, it's a delightful story about Filipino family 
unity, togetherness and immense talent that 
caught the eye of the Florida audience. 

Fans of former Manila actor and TV director 
Ariosto Reyes would recall his performance їп 
films like “Bayan Ko: Kapit sa Patalim,” which be- 
came the official selection for the Palme d' Or 


‘Award at the 1984 Cannes International Film Fes- 
tival, Now settled as a businessman in Port St. Lu- 
Че, Florida, Ari Reyes, 45, plays the lead role of 
the King of Siam in the current production of 
Rodgers & Hammerstein's musical, "The King and 
T” in Stuart, Florida by a local theater group, the 
Shiloh Theatrical Productions. In fact it's а family 
production, for Ari's wife, Maria, a mortgage 
lender at Riverside National Bank in Jensen 
Beach, plays Lady Thiang, the kings lead wife, 
while their 14-year-old son, Santi, plays Prince 
Chulalongkorn. Their daughters Angela, 18, the 
valedictorian at the John Carroll High School in 
Fort Pierce; Claudia, 5, a student at the St. Anas- 
tasia Catholic Elementary School in Fort Pierce,, 
and the youngest, 3-year-old Beatrice, are also 
cast as the king's children. 

That the Reyes family would run away with 
all the big roles came as no surprise to the 
‘community, for Angela and Santi have been ac- 
tive in Shiloh's summer theater programs and 
are soloists at the Holy Family Catholic Church 
in Port St. Lucie. But it's easy to appreciate the 
children’s talents when one considers that 
their parents, Ari and Maria, met when they 
performed together as Ateneo students in the 
musical revue Jacques Brel is Alive and Well 
and Living in Paris,” and their father's career 
had a great influence on them. 

According to the press clipping, it was the 
Reyes kids who pushed their parents to audi- 
tion for “The King and I.” Maria Reyes was hes- 
itant to try out because she hadn't been on- 
stage for decades, but because daughter An- 
gela would be going away to college next year, 
she thought appearing together in ће commu- 
nity theater production would be “a meaning- 
ful way to spend time as a family before her 
daughter leaves home.” Maria was quoted as 
saying “We were going to do it for memories 
forever.” The story said show director Clara 
McCarthy was disappointed at first that few 
adults had shown interest in being in the musi- 
cal; but when Ari Reyes got up on that stage 
and auditioned, McCarthy said, “That was the 
end oft. I could have melted. 
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FROM A RESPECTABLE Moro leader whom 1 
shall not name comes the information that last 
April 8, AFP troops abducted and tortured in 
Cotabato City five Moro civilians, Teng Idar, To- 
hami Ulong, Ismael Mamalangkas, Jimmy Saave- 
dra and a fifth other. All were tortured at the 6th 
Infantry Division headquarters and were then 
forced to admit they bombed the Davao seaport 
last April 2. 

Harboring suspicions about the arrests as so 
many people of Mindanao do, our Moro leader 
contacted his sources at the MILE “The MILF told 
me these boys are not even their trainees, just or- 
dinary traders and teenagers; otherwise if they 
‘were MILF members, the command would have 
already rescued them as they did to others.” 

Fall guys just to satisfy Defense Secretary An- 
gelo Reyes and people in Manila. In a culture of 
Moro bashing, fall guys are easy prey. We all are 
still in the moro-moro age. It is a lamentable, de- 
spicable anomaly in a world that should no 
longer operate on a two-world system, the “them 
and us” which our hopelessly Americanized gov- 
с E 

у. 
Moro bashing continues unabated even as the. 
usually inflammatory Davao City Mayor Rodrigo 
Duterte has toned down on his public dirty finger 
display. The day after the seaport carnage, a Moro 
leader of Sitio Pandanan Islam in Barangay Ма-а 
was abducted by four armed men wearing ski 
masks. Abdullah Alah, a Kalagan datu who earns 
a living as a tricycle mechanic, was buying a 
welding rod in a busy hardware shop along Ма-а 
road when the men grabbed and whisked him in- 
toa heavily tinted van that had no plate number. 

Arrests of Moro leaders and ordinary citizens 
have in fact become a pattern in Davao City. In 
Sitio Pandanan Islam, it has become standard 
procedure for unidentified armed men to come to 
the village and round up members of the Islamic 
community whenever violent incidents take 
place in the city. Abdullah Alah's abduction came 
hours after three mosques in Davao City were si- 
 multaneously lobbed with grenades, perpetrated 


A flower grows in Bab 


A FLOWER grows in Babylon. But how did it get 
there without the UN oligarchy's permission, the 
Pope's blessing, or ours? How dare the rescued 

оу soldier, POW Joseph Hudson, plant it there 
‘without UN resolution? Such imports are banned 
by the oil-for-opulent-palaces program. It will on- 
ly poison the Middle East with big ideas like 
democracy and Arab prosperity, and the rule of 
taking turns wielding supreme power. This will 
surely destabilize the region, as Cassandras warn, 
but for the good, as common Arabs see on al- 
Jazeera, the genius of term limits and regime 
change for tyrants 

Only tyrants will tremble at laws like the Iraq 
Liberation Act (US PL 105-338), signed by Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton on Oct. 31, 1998, "It should be 
the policy of the United States to support efforts 
to remove the regime headed by Saddam Hussein 
from power in iraq and to promote the emer- 
gence of a democratic government to replace that 
regime.” Clinton's preemptive strike of 300 Tom- 
ahawk cruise missiles, Saddam ate for Ramadan 
breakfast, as the bearded ancestors of Blix, Ba- 
radei & Keystone booed his disarmament strip- 
tease act in 1998, and left. 

Now look at Bush's declaration of war on ter- 
rorism on Sept. 20, 2001: “Every nation, in every 
region, now has a decision to make. Either you 
are with us, or you are with the terrorists. From 
this day forward, any nation that continues to 
harbor or support terrorism will be regarded by 
the United States asa hostile regime." 

Baghdad no longer succors terrorists like Abu 
Abbas, of Achille Lauro infamy or pittance-paid 
Hezbollah suicide bombers. So 1 predict little mis- 
chief from Damascus, Beirut, Tehran, Mecca, Am- 
man or Pyongyang, seeing how might makes 
right, when might rights wrongs, like Saddam's 
long blood-Ba'ath of autarchy and terror. Arabs 
need not settle for the dictatorships and sand- 
trap monarchs that rule them now, even Ameri- 
са so-called friends, like Saudi Arabia. 

Here is Bush last Feb, 26: "А liberated Iraq can 
show the power of freedom to transform that vi- 


Kris-CROSSING 
MINDANAO 
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most probably by Christians who are easily in- 
flamed by Moro bashing rhetoric 

Meanwhile, the body of Montaser Sudang, the 
other fall guy in the March 4 Davao airport bomb- 
ing, remains unreleased in a Davao City morgue. 
What figment of imagination to weave the tale 
that Montaser, a newly-wed husband, father of a 
nine-day old baby, and in the company of close 
relatives including three nursing mothers, trav- 
eled all the way from Kabacan, Cotabato in a 
tightly packed vehicle, carrying a very powerful 
and lethal explosive, and waited from early 
morning till late afternoon for the arrival of OFW 
cousin Tarhata from Cairo, Egypt, just to plant the 
lethal explosive in a waiting shed full of people 
that included his cousins, nephews, nieces, un- 
cles and aunts, and then say that he was the "sui- 
cide bomber." 

As Monteser's body lies cold in the morgue, ће 
case against his family members Terso and Un- 
dungan Sudang has been recommended for dis- 
missal by the City Prosecutor's Office of Davao 
City due to “insufficiency of evidence.” 

‘The Sudangs have already executed a joint af- 
fidavit denying that they ever were members of 
the MILE It is interesting to go over some facts in 
the Sudangs’ affidavit. Citing another affidavit 
from the “sole eyewitness” of the bombing, that 
the suspected bomber was “а man...wearing а 
black jacket, maong short pants and a rubber 
shoes with a Muslim (sic) handkerchief common- 
ly known as ‘tubaw’...and a dark [pair of] sun- 
glasses." 

The Sudangs thus further aver that "had the 
police pursued that important lead, they would 
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tal region... The world has a clear interest in the 
spread of democratic values, because stable and 
free nations do not breed the ideologies of mur- 
der...A new regime in Iraq would serve as a dra- 
matic and inspiring example of freedom for other 
nations in the region.” 

‘There are no sacred cows for Texas cowboys 
pledged to duty. None. George W. Bush is the first 
US president to solemnly declare that Palestini- 
ans should have a nation-state of heir own. Why? 
I say because he wants democracy for all of the 
Middle East, to drain the homeland of terrorism 
of the injustices and ryrannies that watered the 
roots of Sept. 11. 

Bush knows that America is inside, on-board 
the 747 that contains us all, a flying machine of 
disunited nations, threatened by rogue states 
with weapons of mass destruction, and terrorists 
with terrible weapons made of fuel tanks and 
twin towers; jarred by French mutiny on the 
flight deck; and paralyzed by mental viruses of 
fear, resentment, ignorance and dead ideologies 
among restless passengers. After Sept. 11, Ameri- 
ca must remake the peace in truth and justice, or 
herself be annihilated in their asymmetric oppo- 
sites. She knows this. America and her president 
will be separated before this purpose is ever de- 
terred, make no mistake, for her democracy is re- 
al, not fake or fictional. 

English-speaking prosecutors, in the name of 
the world's greatest democracies, walked out of 
the 12-year-long impeachment trial of Saddam 
Hussein, after a “pre-emptive” French veto of a 
Second Resolution to enforce peace by unani- 
mous threat of war. The analogy, if you need one, 
is to Edsa Il's walkout on the Erap Senate, later 
blessed by “effective resignation" in his over- 


have found out that Montaser's last worn clothes 
consisted of long denim jeans and white Tshirt. 
and he could not have been the man referred to 
by the eyewitness.” 

Many national newspapers, some of whom are 
not exempted as Moro bashers, have reported 
that the explosives were strapped to Sudangs 
body. Sudang’s body—surprise, surprise—was 
not blown to pieces, his body remaining intact. 
The autopsy performed on his remains showed he 
had six shrapnel wounds and that the cause of his 
death was “due to lacerations of the brain and 
massive hemorrhage as a result of shrapnel 
wounds of the head and trunk." 

Tn this culture of Moro bashing, participated in 
by Duterte himself and military fictionists, we 
would have expected the voice of moderation 
from the respectable Bishops-Ulama Forum. 
Clearly this war is not a war of insurgents but of 
misplaced cultural attitudes. The Bishops-Ulama 
Forum has remained silent when it could have 
contributed to dousing the flames of a growing 
scenario of Muslim-Christian hatred which the 
Manila government would have loved to see. 

One voice of moderation is that of Cotabato 
Archbishop Orlando Quevedo, president of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conf erence of the Philippines. 
Quevedo has decried the bombing of mosques as 
meant to inflame religious sentiments and biases 
and aims to inject a religious dimension into a 
conflict that is primarily political and economic.” 

Bomb their mosques and there you have it—a 
fullbown Muslim-Christian conflict. Then Manila 
moves in by saying that Belikatan is appropriate. 
Ithas become a very familiar script. Just as famil- 
iar with the weapons-of-mass-destruction line 
which has remained bogus thus far. 

Hypocrisy is the name of the game. Just as we 
pontificate on Saddam Hussein's vileness and his 
torture chambers, right here in our own backyard 
are Saddams in the making. Surreal that our gov- 
emment hopped in with wild abandon to the 
“coalition of the willing." 
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throw. But US Ambassador Francis Ricciardone is 
wrong. Iraq's “effective liberation" also justifies 
Saddam's overthrow. But Op Iraqi Freedom is not 
Edsa Ге bayabas falling to Juan Tamad after Ni- 
noy died, then affrighted rams shook the Marcos 
tree and heroic people power saved the Church 
from its long, illicit affair in bed with our own 
Saddam Hussein. 

A vast sandstorm of incomprehension en- 
gulfed the echo chambers of our public discourse 
during the war Bigtime media, crackpot 
academe and leftist cults of resentment must 
catch up with emerging reality and history, to res- 
cue their victimologies, falsehoods and alle- 
giance to the UN oligarchy, from the tender mer- 
cies of public derision, and be of service in the 
battles yet to be. 

From Baghdad, all roads lead to that Gordian 
Knot in the world's peace and security in 
Jerusalem and Palestine. A knot of ancient enmi- 
ty must be cut in the hearts and minds of Chris- 
tians, Muslims and Jews, all the squabbling chil- 
dren of Abraham of Ur. That is near Nasiriyah, 
where the blood of Filipino Joseph Menusa in the. 
deser sand, waters the burning bush of liberty 
that is "Allah's gift to every human being, not 
Americas." 

1 tell you, a flower grows in Babylon, for 
Palestine and Jerusalem, for Belfast and Basi 
lan. Yet a great price was paid to plant it, 
greater yet for Iragis to nurture and grow it. 
Who did not weep for staring, or in shame turn 
away, at the sight of that limbless boy on CNN, 
avatar of war's evil collateral damage? Like a 
clock that has lost its hands, forever imprecise, 
like the bomb that sculpted it, this shrapnel of 
Iraqi freedom wounds our conscience to mea- 
sure our compassion and remorse. Presidents 
bear the duty of the common good, but ours is 
the burden of the common guilt. How small the 
divide between good and evil, because of how 
big the difference between life and death. Yet 
ме must always choose. There's the rub, be 
tween peace and war. 


Front-page trivia 


THERE are some items that appear every day on the front 
page of the Inquinen that the readers take for granted or sel- 
dom notice. Or if they notice, do not bother to ask what they 
are there for because they have other important things to at 
tend to. 

‘The masthead (that’s the name of the newspaper in white 
and blue printed at the top of the page) is the most promi 
ment of those fix- 
tures. And rightful- 
ly so because that’s 
the Воли iden- 
tification card. А 
quick glance at the 
masthead enables 
the readers to know 
what broadsheet 
theyre spending 
their precious money on. The other newspapers have their 
‘own identifying marks and color schemes. 

A high school student from Nueva Ecija wrote me recently 
to ask about a hardly recognizable figure on the front page. 
She wrote: "Every time I read the newspaper 1 see one, some- 
times two, stars at the part of the page that tells the day and 
date of an issue. What are they for? Do they stand for any- 
thing or are they decorations you use to make the newspaper, 
more attractive? I know my questions are not really that im- 
portant, but just the same I want to satisfy my curiosity about. 
those things.” 

Well, I do not find the queries trivial. Although I have 
little information about the reader other than the personal 
circumstances she mentioned in her letter, I think she pos-; 
sesses a healthy inquisitive mind. It is not every day that 1* 
get letters from high school students who read newspa- 
pers with interest and ask questions about their contents. 

litions m 

The stars the reader took notice of represent the publit 
cation of the newspaper for the day. The first edition is ink 
dicated by one star and the final edition two stars. 

Ordinarily, the editorial staff of the Inquirer prepares, 
tivo editions for publication and distribution. The first 
edition, which the editors close (or put to bed) not later’ 
than 8:30 in the evening, is intended for the Bicol region, 
Baguio City and other areas in Northern Luzon. 

Ав soon as the first edition is completed, the printing. 
press starts printing the number of copies allocated for 
those places. Two hours later or thereabouts, the copies 
are ready for sorting, bundling and loading on the deliv-- 
ery vans that would bring them to the respective newspa- 
per dealers. The trip usually takes from six to eight hours, ~ 
Barring any major hitches on the road, the copies get to, 
the readers in time for their breakfast or the start of busi- 
ness hours. 

While the first edition is being printed, the final edition 
of the newspaper is being worked on with the view to clos- 
ing it at 10 p.m. News about important events that hap- 
pened after the first edition was put to bed is included in 
this edition. If there is none, the final edition is, except for 
some minor adjustments, the same as the first edition. 

‘Once completed, this edition is electronically transmit- 
ted to the INQuinza's printing presses in the cities of Cebu 
and Davao. The Cebu City press caters to the readers in the 
Visayas, while that of Davao City serves the residents of, 
Mindanao. This is also rhe edition that is assigned to the 
readers in Metro Manila and adjoining towns and pro“ 
vinces. 

Before dawn, the copies printed by the Cebu and Davao, 
presses would be on board the land and sea transports 
that ply the major cities and towns of Visayas and Mi 
danao. For Metro Manila and its own environs, the copies 
become available for distribution to the readers not later, 
than S a.m. 

Even if the final edition is ready for printing but some- 
thing happens before the presses complete their task, for ex: 
ample, a major earthquake hits a city in the country and 
scores of Filipinos died or were injured in the process, the ap- 
propriate changes can still be made on the newspaper. 

Last-minute changes 

‘The “remat,” as journalists call it, may involve changing 
the layout of the front page and some inside pages to accom- 
modate the breaking news. News reports or photos that were 
earlier placed on the front page may be shortened or taken 
ошто give space to the more important news. 

As soon as the editor in chief orders a “remat,” the presses 
stop printing and make way for a revised edition. To enable 
the presses to start all over again and the newspapers tó 
reach their readers in time the next morning, it is essential 
that the “remat” be completed by midnight. Any “rema” 
done after that time would be an exercise in futility. 

‘A“remat” is an expensive proposition. The printed copies 
ofthe aborted edition wind up as scrap paper and additional 
expenses are incurred for the rearrangement of the news and 
photos for the new edition. Financially painful it may be, 
that's the price a newspaper has to pay if it wants its readers 
to know the latest about the important events in the country 
and elsewhere in the world. 

When terrorists hit the United States in the morning of 
Sept. 11, 2001 (which was night time here), the final edition 
for the following day was all set to be printed. In a flash, 
news about the attacks was relayed by US television net- 
‘works as they happened. Within minutes, the international, 
wire agencies started sending their news dispatches to the 
Inguinen’s editorial room. 

"The editors who thought their work that day was already 
over had to return to their desks to “remat” the newspaper. К 
‘meant practically throwing out everything they did the past. 
four hours. The banner story of the aborted edition was, 
about the developments inthe Senate inquiry on the alleged, 
US dollar accounts of Sen. Panfilo Lacson in the United“ 
States. 

That news report was taken out of the front page and rele- , 
gated to the inside pages. It was already close to midnight 
when the Inquinen was able to collate the news and photos 
from the wire services about 9/11 and complete the "remat," 
Although the newspaper came out late the next day, the 
readers were treated to a panoramic shot of the New York 
skyline with the Twin Towers burning and extensive report- . 
ing on one of the worst man-made calamities ever to hit the 
United States. 

Physically and emotionally draining the effort may have 
been for the editorial staff, it was worth it. The alternativa z 
would have been the embarrassing spectacle of being 
"scooped" by other newspapers on such a momentous 
event. 


READERS" 
ADVOCATE ! 


Raul J. 
Palabrica 


The readers’ advocate may be reached at the following ad- 
dress: “The Readers’ Advocate" c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, 
Makati City. Or through fax nos. 897-4793 to 94, or readers 
advocate@inquirer:com.ph. 
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OPINION 2 
EC fund distinct from SSS funds т 


PAjLIBPINE 


THIS has reference to Joel Pala- Please be informed that the EC May we also stress that contri- 

cios'letterlast April 7,2003 under fund or Stare Insurance Fund butionsto the ECfundaregeneret- LETTERS 

the heading, "Not to cover SSS (SIF) established under PD 626, ed from the employers alone at 

losses but to correct fund imbal- as amended, otherwise known as P10 per employee per month while 

ances” which we understand is a the Employees Compensation 555 contributions come from both 

reaction to a commentary of Hon- Law, is separate and distinct from employers and employees. ri 

esto General in the same newspa- the fund being generated and With the foregoing distinctions, 

per titled, “SSS: Where will the managed by the Social Security we hope that statements on the 626, as amended (Art. 178/179), 

money go?" (PDI, 2/17/03) System under Republic Act 8282, subject that Palacios may release із clear and unequivocal in this re- 
їп his letter, particularly item even if the SIF is under the man- іп the future be so clearly enunci- gard. 

No. 2, he mentioned that “the EC agement of the SSS. The EC fund ated that all concerned sectors —ELMOR D. JURIDICO, 

is part of the SSS fund. There із по із where payments for EC benefits may be properly informed. executive director, 

separate bank account for the aresourcedinthe implementation Further, we are surprised to Employees’ Compensation 

EC” of the Employees’ Compensation learn that the SSS does not main- Commission, 3/F ECC Bldg., 
We feel that the foregoingstate- Law and its utilization islimitedto tain a separate bank account for 355 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., 

ment needs to be clarified. work-connected contingencies. the SIF when Presidential Decree Makati City 


Unused, useless phone feature 


OUR PLDT monthly telephone ЫП did not apply for nor were we in- Since February, Гуе been making dite the investigation and reim- 
seems higher than the normal formed we that have it. follow-ups regarding my com- burse us the amount we paid for 
ental rate. I told my balikbayan The feature, according to the plaint and PLDT's reply is always, something we did not utilize for 
friend whose relativeisworkingin PLDT employee, started three “it will take years before itwillact three years. 


PLDT to verify why this is so. She yearsago when PLDT changed our оп this." 


— FILIPINAS M. CUEVAS, 


told me we are being billed fora telephone number. I made ту I hope that through this letter 104 Chico St., Comembo, 
"tall waiting" feature which we complaint through telephone. the PLDT management wili expe- Fort Bonifacio, Makati City 


Compaq Presario 2140AP notebook 


Mobile Intel? Pentium® 4 Processor 1.8GHz -M 
*35.56cm (14.1") XGA display 

<128М8 SDRAM, 16MB shared VRAM 

«30 GB hard disk drive 

-24x CD-ROM 

-IR & IEEE 1394. 

Microsoft® Windows® XP Home 

«One year warranty 


PhP 69,950 


VAT inclusive 


If you've always wanted a notebook, now there's no reason not 
to own one. Because we've just made our prices more affordable. 
Experience mobility flexibility, and reliability that fit your budget 
with the Compaq Presaric  "s15AP. 2135АР and 2140AP 
notebooks. Powered by Inte ' processors, you know you сап 
count on their quality and performance to get the job done, 
So go, choose the model you want, Now you can afford it. Hurry, 


contact your HP dealer now. $ 


> No more excuses. 


PO 


Compaq Presario 2135AP notebook 


-Intel® Celeron® processor 1.6GHz 
-35.56ст (1427) XGA display 
-128MB SDRAM, 16M8 shared VRAM 
+20 GB hard disk drive 

«24x CD-ROM 

-IR & IEEE 1394 

-Microsoft* Windows® XP Home 
-One year warranty 


PhP 54,950 


VAT inclusive 


Compaq Presario 2515AP notebook 


«Intel® Pentium® 4 processor 2.4GH2" 
«38.1cm (15") XGA display 

-256MB SDRAM, 64M8 shared VRAM 

-30 GB hard disk drive. 

-24x DVD ROM/48xCD-Writer Combo Drive 
MINIG, Modem. 

“Microsoft® Windows® ХР Home 

-One year warranty 


PhP 89,950 


VAT Inclusive 
"attis or saasaa ва 
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LTFRB's stopping the buses 


LAST April 1, thousands of com- 
тше in Metro Manila were un- 
ceremoniously dumped on the 
roadside when buses were sum- 
marily stopped and impounded by 
enforcers. The basis for this high- 
handed act was a directive by the 
Land Transportation Franchising 
and Regulatory Board ordering bus- 
es without LTFRB-issued stickers to 
be stopped and impounded on 
sight. And so a cruel April Fools Day 
joke was foisted on commuters, al- 
ready sweating under the summer 
sum, that were forced to find other 
means of getting to their destina- 
tions. 

This underscores ће insensitivity 
of some government officials to the 
plight of the ordinary man. In this 
case, LTFRB Chair Dante Lantin 
shows he has no compassion what- 
soever for the thousands who were 
inconvenienced with the stoppage 
of buses already filled with passen- 
gers on a hot working day. 

We, in the labor sector have not 


sought a wage hike as we watch 
the economic situation, especially 
the very real possibility of a trans- 
portation fare increase if and when 
the LTFRB grants it. Necessarily, 
this will have a domino effect on 
the prices of basic commodities 
and the wages of workers. 

Tn light of the above-mentioned 
incident, we are deeply concerned. 
about the capacity of Lantin and 
the LTFRB to decide rationally 
based on "public service and pub. 
lic need” on the petition for fare 
increase. Are we going to have the. 
spectacle of "lucky" transport 
‘owners who will have buses run- 
ning while the rest of us reel from 
an artificial transportation short- 
age? When will officials like 
Lantin realize that over and above 
everything else, their duty 1s to 
serve the interest of the public? 

—NVIADIMIR TUPAZ, 
secretary general, 

Trade Unions of the Philippines. 

and Allied Services (Tupas) 


Difficulty of following LTO rules 


1 HAVE been doing business with 
the Land Transportation Office 
since 1986, and not once did 1 
come home feeling satisfied with 
its services. What I'm going to tell 
you would prove my point. No 
matter how you try to follow the 
LTO's own set of rules, there is al- 
‘ways somebody that is out to ruin 
your day. 

It started in 1995 when 1 
bought the body of an old 1971 
Chevy Nova. I transferred а 22 R 
engine from my old pick-up truck 
to it. When I had it registered, 1 
‘was told that 1 had to surrender 
the original GR to them pending, 
confirmation from the LTO in Dili 
man, since the car was first regis- 
tered there. Every now and then, 1 
would check if the confirmation 
indeed came in and the answer 
‘would always be the same, no. 

Six years later and still no con- 
firmation. Other countries have 
sent men to the moon in less time. 
Here, a mere confirmation takes 
forever. I decided to sell the car as 
junk as it was beyond repair. But 1 
‘managed to keep other parts that 
are still useful like the engine, 
chassis, tires, steering wheel, etc. i 
then converted it to a Wrangler 
type jeep. I submitted all the docu- 
ments needed and paid the neces- 
sary payments. It was approved by 
the LTO. After about six months, 
the jeep was finished and 1 came 
back to the LTO for the plates, CR, 
OR and others. 

The LTO unfortunately, sat on 
my request. The people there nev- 
er bothered to act on it and in turn. 
provided me with paperwork dif- 
ferent from the ones 1 submitted. 
My name was forged and the LTO 
made it appear that | was the sell- 
er and buyer at the same time. Тһе 
names of my mechanic and body 


Bravery of Panay 


repairman were changed, their 
signatures forged as well. The 
dates were also changed. 

1 filed a complaint and the LTO 
personnel promised to have it cor- 
rected, Perhaps in their hurry to fix 
it, they typed an engine and chassis 
number different from that of the 
actual vehicle and what was stated 
in the inspection report document. 
1 pointed this out last June 10, 
2002. They managed to correct the 
engine number but forgot the oth- 
er chassis number. I don't know 
how they could have overlooked 
this since we clearly stated that the 
chassis number was also wrong. 

Finally, I went to the LTO of- 
fice again last March 10, 2003 to 
have it corrected. The girl in the 
record section demanded to 
know why I had those copies 
since it should have been theirs. 1 
reminded her that being the 
owner I was entitled to have 
such copies. The girl is in need of 
a lecture on good manners and 
right conduct. 1 was able to see 
her supervisor who was at least 
more refined. АШ the while, T 
thought they were going to.cor- 
rect their mistakes. | was wrong, 
The girl's behavior and my hav- 
ing to pay about P2,600 more in 
penalties made me decide to go 
all the way to the top. 

1 feel that I don't deserve this 
penalty. The LTO has all the dates 
messed up. 1 have complied with 
all its requirements and paid for it. 
Tam the victim here and 1 don'tap- 
preciate being penalized for some- 
thing that is not my fault. Had the 
LTO acted on my request right 
away there wouldn't have been 
any problem. Гт sorry but a тап 
can only take so much. 

—NICK ROCES, 
Dingle, Iloilo 


guerrillas bears retelling 


NO commemoration of the hero- 
ic exploits of Filipinos during 
World War Ilis complete without 
remembering the little-known 
guerrilla warfare successfully 
waged by the officers and men of 
the wartime Sixth Military Dis- 
trict (PA) Guerrilla Command 
led by Col. Macario L. Peralta Jr., 
with the courageous support of 
the loyal and patriotic civilian 
population on the islands of 
Panay, the Romblon Group and 
Guimaras. 

During dark times when patri- 
otism is almost a forgotten word, 
it is well to recall how this hum- 
ble wartime unit, lowly regarded 
by a far superior enemy and 
scorned by allies, was credited in 
the official records of the General 
Headquarters, Southwest Pacific 
Area, as “probably the most ex- 
tensive and best example of а 
completely Filipino patriotic ef- 
fort іп both military and civil 
matters. 

In his well-documented book, 
“Guerilla Warfare on Panay Is- 
land,” Col. Gamaliel Manikan of 
the Armored Cavalry (GSC) AFR 
relates how Peralta's gritty band 
of guerrilla fighters ran circles 
around the baffled Japanese Im- 
perial Army units in the area for 
three long years, and whose 
deeds were highly appreciated 


by no less than Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur himself. 

In the February 1943 issue of 
National Geographic, the supreme 
commander of the Allied Forces in 
the Pacific articulated, "For a long 
time after the disaster in Bataan.. 
a deep silence engulfed the Philip- 
pines. No news of their fate 
reached the outside world. Then. 
in late 1942, came a weak radic 
signal from Panay, picked up by 
the listening posts of the War De 
partment. That lifted the curtair 
of silence and disclosed a humar 
drama with few parallels in mili 
tary history” 

1 first heard this story from Col 
Federico L. Salcedo, Peralta's in 
telligence officer, who vividly re 
called how they broke radio si 
lence and informed the American: 
of their existence. Left for dead it 
Bataan, Salcedo resurfaced to joit 
other unsurrendered Usaffe per 
sonnel regrouped by Peralta it 
Panay and shaped into a guerrill: 
6ist Division (Free Panay) com 
posed of 800 officers and 11,42 
enlisted men. 

ls a pity іп this country, gen 
uine heroes are reduced to ora 
tradition and only the biographie 
of fake heroes see print. 

—ERICK SAN JUAN 
Suite 1402, Ist e-Bank Tower 
Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 
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US ready to declare 
victory in few days 


BAGHDAD—The United States and its 
allies will declare victory in the war in 
Iraq in the next few days, US military 
ally Australia said on Sunday. 

The US military have already signaled the 
end of the fighting stage of the war in Bagh- 
dad by starting to pull Marines out of the capi- 
tal and replace them with US Army troops 
better equipped to tackle the reconstruction 
ofthe battered capital. 

But the US forces are still hunting for Sad- 
dam Hussein and other top Iraqi officials, and 
they have still not found Iraq's alleged 
weapons of mass destruction, the justification. 
forthe US-led invasion on March 20. 

Saddam's whereabouts and that of his 
sons, Uday and Qusay, remain a mystery. 

"There's just some tidying up going on in 
relation to the final proclamation,” Australian 
Foreign Minister Alexander Downer told Aus- 
паба Seven Network television. 

"Obviously it has to be absolutely accurate 
legally. It also has to be a proclamation that 
strikes the right political tone,” Downer said. 
“Butit will happen in the next few days.” 

Australia, one of a handful of countries 
which committed troops to the invasion, was 
being consulted on the wording with Britain. 

Coalition troops across the country were 
switching their focus from combat to security, 
cracking down on the looting which swept 
Baghdad and other cities after Saddam was 
toppled. 

Lack of security in parts of Iraq have held 
up the shipment of thousands of tons of food 
aid and medical supplies. 

US Marines, who helped seize Baghdad on 
April 9, began to hand over control of their 
sector of the Iraqi capital to the US Army on 
Saturday. 

‘The US Army is better equipped to handle 
policing and rebuilding the bombed capital, 
where many residents still have no electricity 
and little water. 

Looking at the long term relationship with 
the new Iraq, the New York Times said the 
United States was planning to seek access to 
military bases in the country. 

‘The report said US military officials hoped 
to maintain four bases in Iraq—one at Bagh- 
dad international airport, one at Tallil near 
Nassiriya in the south, one at an isolated 
airstrip in the western desert along an old oil 
pipeline to Jordan and one at the Bashur air 
field in the Kurdish north. 

А Pentagon spokesperson said that he had 
no information on the report. 

While most Iraqis have hailed the end of 


Tikrit awaits 
return of 
favorite son 


TIKRIT, Iraq—US soldiers dive into his indoor 
swimming pool for fun. His photographs are 
scattered in the ashes of his bombed palace. A 
broken statue of him on a horse reminds peo- 
ple of his downfall 

But many residents of Saddam Hussein's 
home town insist the ousted ruler is alive and 
they cling to the hope he will come home. 

“Saddam is still alive, Nobody knows 
where he is right now but he will return here. 
We are sure,” said Saleh Attiya, 

While Iraqis in many other parts of the 
country are eager for political change, Tikrit 
residents preferred the Saddam era. 

One of the big unanswered questions of the 
US-led invasion is whether he survived a mili- 
tary attack that included at least two air raids 
aimed at sites where he was thought to be, 

Speculation that Saddam might still be 
alive has been fueled by television footage 
said to show him surrounded by adoring 
crowds in northern Baghdad on April 9, the 
day US forces seized the capital. 

Posters oftheir former president are plastered 
on every telephone pole in Tikrit, a dusty town 
of send-colored houses 175 km north of Bagh- 
dad. His name is scribbled on many buildings. 

‘The opposition leaders whom the United 
States [s trying to groom as Iraq's future rulers 
get short shrift here, 

"If those exiled opposition people come 
back to Tikrit, they will be killed. They will 
leave dead. They are crooks. These people who 
spend their lives abroad making money should 
not come back,” sald Mohammad Jassem. 

Many Ireqis complain that Saddam brutal- 
ized them, but Tikritis say that is the only way 
to keep Iraq's volatile mix of Kurds, Sunnis 
and Shiites from turning on each other. 

"We һауе many sects that will fight each oth- 
er. Only Saddam can hold the country together. 
He did it for years,” said Ahmed Kawash. 

US forces are screening applicants for the 
Tikrit police force and are planning to choose 
mayor. Reuters 


Saddam’s brutal 24-year rule, protesters in 
Iraqi cities have demanded that the United 
States leave the country as soon as possible. 

Eight Middle Eastern states also urged 
Washington to withdraw its troops from Iraq 
swiftly and to keep its hands off the country's 
ой wealth. 

Iraq has the second-largest proven oil re- 


serves after Saudi Arabia, which is concerned 
its own revenues might be hit if Iraqi oil is 
again sold on the open market. 

Washington has pledged to hand control 
to the Iraqi people after an interim US ad- 
ministration, and President George W. Bush 
has urged the United Nations to lift sanc- 
tions on Iraq. Reuters 


EY 
HOLDING а portrait: of Saddam Hussein upside down, US Marines 
pose for a photograph in front of Saddam Hospital in Tikrit, Iraq, on 
April 19. The name of Saddam has been erased and replaced by the 
Arabic words “the people” on the sign board. 5 
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Hong Kong reports 7 more SARS deaths 


deaths have raised fears that the 
little-understood disease is more 
lethal than originally believed. 

‘Another 22 new cases of SARS 
were reported Sunday, bringing 
the number of people stricken 
with the disease in Hong Kong to 
1,380, the government said. 

It said 46 patients were dis- 
charged from hospitals Sunday, 
raising the number of people who 
have recovered from SARS to 409. 

A record one-day death toll of 
12 in Hong Kong on Saturday 
raised fears that the virus may 


HONG KONG—Seven more peo- 
ple have died from Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in 
Hong Kong, pushing the death 
toll in the territory to 88, the 
highest in the world. 

The government said Sunday 
that the latest fatalities included 
an 88-year-old man and two el- 
derly women with chronic ill- 
nesses. 

But the other four patients 
were younger—between the ages 
of 35 and 47—adding to a group 
of SARS victims whose recent 


China admits 
more SARS 
cases, sacks 
two officials 


BELJING—China caved in to in- 
ternational pressure Sunday, ad- 
mirting hundreds more SARS cas- 
es in Beijing while canceling the 
weeklong May Day holiday and 
sacking two senior Communist 


followed intense criticism of the way 
the government had covered up the 
extent of Severe Acute Respiratory 
‘Syndrome (SARS) which originated 
insouthem China last November. 

In Beijing alone, China admit- 
ted there were 346 cases, includ- 
ing five foreigners, an additional 
402 "suspected" cases and that 18 
people had died in the capital. 

Prior to the announcement, 
authorities had claimed there 
were just 44 cases in Beijing with 
four fatalities. 

‘The new figures coincided with 
the unprecedented cancelation of 
the traditional May Day holiday in 
an effort to prevent the spread of 
the disease still further, which is 
expected to cost the tourism and 
transport industries billions of 


have mutated to a more virulent 
form, but a top doctor expressed 
cautious optimism over a fall in 
the number of new infections. 

The World Health Organiza- 
tion expressed concern over the 
jump in deaths, especially since 
some bf those who died had been 
relatively young. 

“Its very worrisome. Most of 
the 12 were in their 70s and 80s. 
‘There was one male, 37 years old, 
who didn't have any other iliness- 
es" WHO spokesperson Dick 
Thompson said in a radio broad- 


strain, 


cast. "Two other patients who 
died were in their 
have to find out what it is that 
caused the death." 

Proposing reasons for the jump 
in deaths, Lo Wing-lok, president 
ofthe Hong Kong Medical Associ- 
ation said the virus might have 
mutated into a more damaging 

Or some new patients 
might have been exposed to high- 
er virus loads or infected with 
more than one virus. 

He said another possibility was 
that the virus might be transmit- 


505. So we 


APALESTINIAN schoolgirl walks carefully next to an Israeli tank during clashes nearby her: schoolin the West Bank town of Nablus on April 
19. A Palestinian Associated Press Television Network cameraman Nazeh Dawarzeh was killed later in the day by Israeli soldiers, according to 
witnesses, when he was filming Israeli troops trying to repair a damaged armored vehicle. 


7 dead, including photographer, in W. Bank, Gaza 


ted through ingestion, in addition 
to the known means of transmis- 
sion by droplets and contact. 
“Close face-to-face contact is 
required. Close person-to-person 
contact is required. There is some 
kind of transmission going on in 
Hong Kong that we don't fully un- 
derstand,” Thompson said in a 
separate interview on CNN. 
Saturday's jump in fatalities 
came just a day after Hong Kong 
leader Tung Chee-hwa expressed 
hopes the outbreak would stabi- 
lize. The deaths on Saturday 


brought the mortality rate to 
close to 6 percent, up from about. 
5 percent previously. 

“Mortality has been increas- 
ing,” Lo said. “I won't be surprised 
if there is still an increase in mor- 
tality” he said, especially if over- 
stretched hospitals had to take in 
new patients continuously, 

“On the whole, I am cautiously 
optimistic about the situation,” 
Losaid. “Ifthe epidemicis getting 
under control, the number of new 
cases will come down first, and 
then the mortality.” Reuters 


Tension up 
in Nigeria 
as officials 
tally votes 


LAGOS—Nigeria was is a high 
state of tension Sunday as electoral 
officials tallied tens of millions of 
votes cast in landmark polls to de- 
cide the fate of a president and 36 
powerful state governors. 

Polling day was marred in the 
southeast of the country by what 
observers described as “massive 
rigging and thuggery,” and as bal- 
lots were counted there was con- 
cern that disputed results could 
trigger localized unrest. 

“There will be very serious 
problems if this election was 
rigged,” Sam Nda-Isaiah, spokes- 
person for the opposition’s main 
presidential challenger Muham- 
madu Buhari, said on Sunday. 

President Olusegun Obasanjo 
stood for reelection Saturday 
against Buhari and a field of 18 
other hopefuls, in what was Nige- 
ria's first civilian-run presidential 
№ vote in 20 years. 

‘Voting was conducted peace- 
fully in most of the country out- 
side of the troubled southeast— 
the oll rich Niger Delta and the Ig- 


dollars and likely dent the world's 
fastest growing major economy. 

Vice Health Minister Gao Qiang 
said it had been canceled to “pre- 
vent the massive flow of people that 
could lead to the spread of SARS.” 

The holidays were due to start on 
May 1 and run to May 7, and mil- 
lions of Chinese were expected to 
take to the skies, roads and railways. 

Health Minister Zhang Wen- 
kang and Beijing Mayor Meng 
Xuenong became the fall guys, 
being fired from their top Com- 
 munist Party positions. 

Stripping an official of his par- 
ty position is usually the prelude 
to sacking him from his govern- 
ment job. AFP 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip—Dozens of Israeli 
tanks backed by attack helicopters, raided 
the Rafah refugee camp in the Gaza Strip 
early Sunday in one of the largest operations 
in 30 months of fighting. At least five Pales- 
tinians and one Israeli soldier were killed in 
the violence. 

In response to the raid, Palestinians fired 
three Qassam rockets at the Israeli town of 
Sderot, the town's mayor and Israel Radio re- 
ported. One of the missiles landed on a resi- 
dential building in the center of the town, 
wounding at least one woman and setting 
parts of the structure on fire, Sderot Mayor 
Pinchas Yosef Cohen said. Residents were 
evacuated from their homes, he added. 

In the West Bank city of Nablus on Satur- 
day, an Associated Press Television News 
(APTN) cameraman was shot and killed dur- 


ing a clash between Israeli forces and Pales- 
tinians, and a Palestinian attacker was shot 
dead in another part of the West Bank. 

The violence came as Palestinian leaders 
continued to argue over the makeup of a 
new Cabinet under Premier-designate Mah- 
moud Abbas, with the United States and 
other powers preparing to present a new 
Mideast peace plan once the- government. 
takes office. 

In the crowded Rafah refugee camp on the 
Egypt-Gaza border, at least 40 Palestinians 
were wounded by Israeli troops, witnesses 
said. A 15-year-old boy, three men in their 20s 
and a policeman were killed, Palestinian doc- 
tors said. 

One soldier was killed and three others 
were wounded when a Palestinian sniper 
fired on a force that was searching an area of 


the camp, the Army said in a statement, 

Israeli forces penetrated Rafah from three 
directions, using more than 35 tanks and ar- 
mored personnel carriers, bulldozers and 
Jeeps. Five attack helicopters circled above, 
flashing spotlights above the crowded camp, 
where approximately 60,000 live. 

Rafah has been a flashpoint of tensions be- 
tween Israeli troops and Palestinians. Recent- 
ly, foreign peace activists have set up protest 
camps to try to block military incursions. Опе 
American peace activist has been killed and а 
British demonstrator seriously wounded in 
the confrontations. 

The operation in the refugee camp came 
hours after clashes in the West Bank city of 
Nablus. APTN cameraman Nazeh Darwazeh, 
43, was killed and 17 other people were 
wounded. AP 


bo heartlands east of the river— 
where monitors complained of 
intimidation and fraud. 

But the key test on Sunday was 
whether the losers—including 
around half-a-dozen state gover- 
nors who are thought to have 
been ousted from their lucrative 
posts—would accept the results. 

InKano, where the election was 
a tight race between Buharis All 
Nigeria Peoples Party and Obasan- 
Jo's Peoples Democratic Party, po- 
lice had deployed an armored car 
infront ofthe governor's palace. 

"We don't want to take any 
chances, especially if he wins, 
officer from Nigeria's parami 
AFP 


=. WORLDBRIEFS - 
Somber Easter Sunday in Iraq 


BAGHDAD—Iraqi Christians celebrated Easter under the shadow of un- 
certainty and sorrow, praying for an end to the chaos that has engulfed 
their lives since the United States led an invasion to oust Saddam Hus- 
sein. But in Baghdad's churches—which, like the city's mosques, have 
been spared the looting that has wrecked much of the capital—the mood 
was somber and uncertain. Christians dressed In the best clothes they 
could find mourned dead relatives and prayed for a rebirth of Iraq. "We 
аге praying that God protects the people,” said Suhail Ellas Kusto, 50, at 
the Lady of Our Salvation Catholic Church. She sald her 24-year-old 
nephew had been killed on the first day of the bombing of Baghdad last 
month. "We just want an end to killing. We have had enough," she sald, 
weeping. “Hasn't there been enough fighting?" US troops also attended 
Easter services at thelr camps and bases. The same pattern was repeat- 
ed at US bases across the city. Routers 


Siren used to silence wife 

BERLIN—A 73-year-old man who used an alr raid siren to stun his wife into 
submission has had It confiscated by German police. "My wife never lets me 
get a word in edgeways," the man identified as Viadimir В. told Mannheim 
police. "So | crank up the siren and let It rip for a few minutes. It works every 
time, Afterwards, it's real quiet again.” A police spokesperson sald neigh- 
bors had complained at the noise from the 220-volt rooftop device, believed 
‘to be an old-fashioned air raid siren. Rosina, Viadimir's wife of 32 years, 
‘said she sometimes had to yell to get his attention. "My husband Is a stub- 
born mule so | һауа to get loud." Reuters. 


General strike in Katmandu 

KATMANDU-— Businesses, transport, schools and factories across 
Nepal were shut on Sunday because of a genera! strike called by student 
Groups to protest against rising fuel prices, residents said. Sunday is a 
working day In the Hindu Himalayan kingdom, except for In the Katman- 
du Valley where the capital is located. "It is a total shutdown, streets are 
deserted,” resident Ram Prasad Рокћаге! sald by telephone from Napal- 
qun], a commercial city in west Nepal near the Indian border. Residents 
in the tourist town of Pokhara, and Blratnagar in the east, said business- 
эз were closed and buses off the roads following the strike call by stu- 
dent unions. In Katmandu, по! police and soldiers stood guard at main 
‘government buildings Reuters 


Tourist ship sinks in Brazil 

RIO DE JANEIRO—A tourist schooner with 64 people on board capsized 
and sank, klling about a dozen people, local authorities sald. Nine people 
‘were still missing Saturday evening, Navy Lt. Henrique Afonso Lima sald 
їп a statement. The boat, named Tona Galea, had been carrying tourists 
mainly from the city of Sao Paulo. It was returning from a day-trip to Par- 
rot island when it sank on Saturday some 500 meters off the coast of Cabo 
Frio In Rio de Janeiro state, about 110 km east of Rio de Janeiro. Sur- 
vivors sald the boat had stopped In the Иа)шги canal near Cabo Frio so 
‘some of the passengers could go swimming and snorkeling. A few min- 
utes after resuming Its trip, a large wave hit one side of the ve |. Passen- 
gers panicked and ran to the other side, which may have caused the vessel 
to tip over. АР 


tary Mobile Police said. 


War on Iraq to last longer for some troops 


PARIS—The war on Iraq has seen the emer- 
gence of new psychological dangers for 
troops, experts say, including fear of friendly 
fire, chemical attack or suicide bombers. 

With veterans from World War II still being. 
treated for psychiatric disorders today, coali- 
tion troops in Iraq could still be suffering in 50. 
years time, 

‘Around 3 percent of British and American 
combatants in the first Gulf War experienced 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), the 
most common psychological complaint in 
warfare—often referred to as shell shock. 

t can occur in anyone who has been ex- 
posed to the horrors of war, from the soldier 
"who sees his buddy blown away to the child 
‘who sees the same happen to their family. 

Experts predict that the figure for this war 
оп Iraq will be similar, but with clinical diag- 
nosis taking up to six months, it will be a 


while before the real number is known, 

“Certainly, war has changed, with more 
bombing and less close-quarter fighting,” said 
Simon Wessely, a psychiatrist at the Gulf War 
research unit of King's College London. “But 
the final nature of war is about infantry occu- 
pying ground." 

Symptoms of PTSD include flashbacks and 
nightmares, as those affected relive the expe- 
rience at any moment, Soldiers are advised to 
avoid things that might trigger memories, like 
the television news. 

A study after the 1991 Gulf War indicated 
that people involved in friendly-fire incidents 
suffered more because of increased anger and 
incomprehension. 

“People whose job itis to pick up and bury 
the dead are also liable to suffer more," Wes- 
sely said, 

“We don't yet know much about dealing 


Osama in pink dress boosts 
business of US doll maker 


DANBURY, Connecticut—Emil Vicale's busi- 
ness really began to surge when he put Osama 
bin Laden in a pink dress. 

His new hit is Iraqi Information Minister 
Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf, who comes in 
two versions, "dumb" and “dumber.” The 
dumber one talks. 

Vicale’s company, Herobuilders.com, makes 
action figures of notables in the Iraq war and the 
war on terrorism, from President George W Bush 
to former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, 

For those who find Bin Laden too menacing 
in military fatigues, Herobuilders offers an- 
other outfit. 

“We made him a nice pink dress,” Vicale 
said Friday. “The demand was so much we 
had to look for a seamstress who specializes 
in these little clothes.” 

Vicale ran a design firm when he acquired 
toybullders.com, a maker of custom toys, 
shortly after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

He said he was inspired by Bush's speech at 


Ground Zero, when he declared, “The people 
who knocked these buildings down will hear 
all of us soon.” Vicale made a doll of Bush that 
speaks those words. 

He then decided to make a Bin Laden figure, 
and discovered the villain was а big seller 

Vicale, 42, won't provide exact figures, but 
says he has sold thousands of the dolis, mostly 
in the United States and Britain. 

Ashe talked, the phone at his small compa- 
ny rang continually and orders came in over 
the Internet, One employee took orders while 
another sculpted the action figures. 

Doll parts were placed on shelves under signs 
that marked the different products, including 
“Dirty Terrorist,” "Saddam Insane” and "Ally" 
for British Prime Minister Tony Blair, 

The talking doll of al-Sahhaf, who gained no- 
tociety by steadfastly denying coalition gains as 
US troops stormed toward Baghdad, includes 
audio clips from him such as “There are no 
‘American infidels in Baghdad, Never!” АР 


with suicide bombers, but the ambiguous na- 
ture of the threat certainly creates more a 
prehension. There is also considerable anxi 
жу associated with the fear of chemical 
weapons.” 

But some war-related trauma is natural, 

“Tes normal to feel sick after you've gone 
through the trauma of conflict, but if it lasts 
more than three months then you need treat- 
ment," according to Keron Fletcher, a psychia- 
trist and former Royal Air Force squadron 
leader who treats veterans for the charity 
Combat Stress. 

“Iit lasts more than a year, 125 unlikely ever 
to go away. We're still treating many prisoners. 
of war who came out of Japanese camps after 
World War II. One soldier who buried a dead 
child near Basra during the Gulf War had that 
memory reawakened when he was spit-roast- 
ing a pig at an officers’ barbecue." AFP 


EMIL Vicale holds action figures of I 
Information Minister Mohammed S 
Sahhaf and Osama bin Laden In a pink di 
on April 18 in Danbury, 
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‘Army frees 
woman reb 


CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—The military here on Friday re- 
leased a woman rebel, who was captured during an en- 
counter in Lagonglong, Misamis Occidental on Dec. 16. 


Ophelia Romania, 20, a resident Maundy Thursday which led to the 
of Barangay Umagos, had been killing of five army combatants, 
placed in the custody of the Army's could have staged major attacks on 
9th Infantry Battalion, which sent government installations and police 
her to a military hospital for treat- headquarters in Albay had it not 
ment, for more than four months. been countered by goverment Ns 

When she was captured in sitio troops. ‘Courses Offered: 
Taguban in Barangay Umagos, > Col. Pedrito Magsino, command- B.S. Aeronautical Engineering - 5 yrs. 
Romania was limping froma frac- ing officer of the 202nd Infantry B.S. Air Transportation - 4 yrs. 
tured bone caused by a rebound- Brigade based in Villahermosa, B.S. Aircraft Maintenance Technology - 4 yrs. 
ing bullet that hitherright knee. Daraga, said the encounter aborted B.S. Avionics Technolog 4 yrs. a 

Col. Rainier Cruz, commander possible attacks by the NPA in some HS: Aldine Business. Во АЕ 
ofthe 9th TB, said hey decided tp important ‘installations at Ligao Boden yn. NS: 
release the rebel “in adherenceto City and its neighboring areas. ч 
International Humanitarian Law “маз so sudden that we lost RE Aline опюе Admiistagon О 
(IHL).” She was turned over to five men in that incident just to ssociate in Airline Office Administration - 2 yrs. 
Rn Soie amp ue fru oe ee Communication Technician Course - 2 yrs. 

During the release, Cruz said group,” Magsino claimed. Aircraft Technician Course - 2 yrs. 
hehoped the NPA and other rebel He said, however, that the "Computer subjects integrated In all courses 
groups would also adhere to the death of the five soldiers is not a Enroll now and be counted. With us, you'll always be SECOND TO NONE. 
ІНІ, particularly on the treat- gauge that the NPA is gaining 5 Dometic Airport Road, Pasay Ci, Маго Manila — Td 8354146 БНСП Fax 8334076 
ment of prisoners of war. strength, as Gregorio Rosal, DUAE. Email: admin@patisedu.ph Websites www.patt.edph 

He said aside from releasing spokesperson of the Communist 
the rebel, the military would also Party of the Philippines, claimed. 
help her find a job so she would Magsino also stressed that they 
not be lured back to the commu- have already launched a brigade i ; ; 
nist movement ennel openen tut номе | New Dimensions in Space. 

‘When asked һе would go ack _press the activities of the NPA in Bi 
to the underground, Romania said col, especially the Guerilla 77 front 
she would concentrate on taking headed by “Ka Choy” which ac- 

* care of her old mother and niece, cording to him, was responsible for 
whose mother is still with the NPA. Фе spoiled attack at the 22nd In- 

“1 would rather help my old  fantry Battalion based in Barangay 
mother and my niece than go TulaTula, Ligao City and an army 
back to the mountains. I almost detachment in Barangay Bonga. 
lost my life and I don’t think Пп However Magsino admitted that 
ready for that,” Romania said.. еу were having a hard time com- 

Lt. Col. Johnny Macanas, bating the insurgency in the region 
spokesperson of the Army 4th due to lack of cooperation from the 
Infantry Division, said the mili public; especially in far-flung areas 
tary would no longer file charges фаг serve as haven for the commu- 
against Romania: nist guerrillas. Grace C. Albasin, 

Та Daraga, Albay, an Army offi- PDI Mindanao Bureau; Michael 
‘cial said фе NPA unit involved in Jaucian and Ronnie Lorejo, PDI 
the Lenten clash in Ligao City on Southern Luzon Bureau 


Govt, NGOs team up 
to solve abductions 


DAVAO CITY—Gov- houses with the let- erybody must help 
erment agences ter "X," and. rum- solve this problem at 
and human rights maging through the his or her own level 
groups have created houses of others and that is why our 
а composite quick- even without search local front liners are 
Tesponse-team to warrants. very important,” he 
address the abdue- Under the setup, said. 

tions of Moros here the CHR, the IBP and During the dia- 
and ensure the pro- the PAO willcaterto logue, Muslim lead- 
tection of human complaints of hu- ers іп Davao and in 
rights of those sus- man rights violations Southern Mindanao Character 
pected to have been from Muslim resi- condemned the re- 
responsible for the dents and "immedi- cent abduction of 
bombings at the ately provide the Muslims by still un- ш 7 ч 
Davao International necessary legal assis- known groups. Joel varifold architectural products, inc. 

Airport and the Sasa tance to the kidnap В. Escovilla and The art of defining space. 

HER даны to Cas ааа o 3187 Kalayaan Avenue, Makati Cty Tel. Nos.: 8820271 to 73 * 7292667 Far 8820269 


In a recent dia- families." ` tos, PDI Mindanao EE terio cot. c enc А 
logue with Muslims | Тһе OMA will аст Bureau За сакаві 


here, representa- аз the “nerve center" 
tives from the Office of the team, where 
of the Muslim Af- families and relatives 
fairs (OMA) 11, Of of the victims, can 
fice of the Presiden- seek assistance. 

tial Assistant for Тһе OMA will also 
Mindanao (Ора- handle reports of ab- 
тіп), Commission ductions and coordi- = i PRODUCTS : or Anc INGENUIT Y 
on Human Rights nate with е © From the Most Outstanding & Most Awarded Water Cooler Drinking Fountain Manufacturer given by the Consumers Union 
(CHR) 11, Integrat- Opamin, the military | Ё 3 of the Philippines 1996; 1999; 2000; 2001; 2002; Parangal ng Bayan Awards Foudation Awardee 1999-2001. 

ed Bar of the Philip- and the police, “ех- j 
pines (IBP)-Davao, pedite the search.” 
Public Assistance A hotline under 
Office (PAO), the OMA shall also be es- 
military and the po- tablished to cater to 
lice, also agreed 10 complaints. 

look into reports During the Inter- 
Muslims were being faith Peace Dialogue 
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power failures. 
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dominated commu- “This is going tobe 
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Hungry Subanen folk feed on endangered species 


SIOCON, Zamboanga del Norte— that their ancestral land could folk are also about to lose their Тһе alarming situation con- Western Mindanao, said. tional Economic and Develop- 
Hunger has forced the Subanen provide for their basic needs. lands, owing in partto ignorance. fronting the Subanen has driven | Gonzales said the government ment Authority said they wanted 
folktohuntwild pigs, deer, kalaws In fact, a Canadian mining firm ^ None of the more than 3,000 government officials to talk with was also making sitio Canatuan, to provide alternative means of 
(hornbills, the so-called ‘clock’ of has started activities that will ex- Subanen inhabitants of his barangay the tribes people. where the largest group of Suba- livelihood for the Subanen. 

the mountain, and sea eagles (о tract gold from the land of the has gone past the primary grade. “We're here to consult and lis- пеп here lives, as pilot area for ^ Unless things are immediately 
feed themselves, according to Subanen, the dominant tribal  Patouh said those who wanted ten to the Subanen so their President — MacapagakArroyos put in place, the Subanen might 
‘Tabayo Barangay Chair Bonifacio group in Western Mindanao. quick bucks had leased their ances- problems will be attended to,” Kapit Bisig Laban sa Kahirapan wake up one day to find that ev- 
Patouh. Aside from the prospectofdeci- tral lands to several Christians from Nestor Gonzales, chief of staffof (Kalahi) program. erything was gone, Lullie A. Mi- 

"This despite all the resources mating the local wild, the Subanen Zamboanga Sibugay province. the Presidential Assistant for Femando Camba of the Na- cabalo, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Another antique С 
imageincebu UN report urges removal of Cafgus from indigenous areas 


г By Nestor P Burgos jr. tarize these communities. persons, dispossession and destruc- rights violations affecting indige- the Ata-Madgsalug, allegedly per- 
lost to thieves PDI Visayas Bureau Stavenhagen submitted the боп of property forced evacuation nous peoples, who are some. petuated by soldiers and Cafgus. 
report to the ongoing 59th ses- and relocation, threats and harass- times caught up” in the fight be- ^ The report urged the govem- 

CEBU CITY—While the different ШОШО CITY—A United Nations sion of the UNCHR in Geneva ment, disruption ofthe culturaland tween the warring groups. ment to “салу out a prompt and 
parishes in Cebu were busy with Commision on Human Rights thatstarted in March 17 and will social life ofthe community..." Based on documented reports effective investigation of the nu- 
Holy Week activities, thieves  (UNCHR) report has called for the end April 25. The commission, Не said members of the of the Kalipunan ng mga Katu- merous human rights violations 
stole another antique image, | demiltarzatonofindigenouscom- composed of S3states,meetsan- Philippine Army, government tubong Mamamayan ng Pilipinas, committed against indigenous 
this time from the Immaculate munities in the Philippines because mually for six weeks to discuss militias and private armies oflo- Stavenhagen cited alleged human peoples, which have been docu- 
Conception Parish in Oslob of alleged human rights abuses human rights concerns. cal and political economic elites rights violations against the in- mented by human rights organi- 
town, 117 km south of Cebu caused by paramilitary groups. ‘The UN official visited the have been accused of being re- digenous communities. zations and special fact-finding 
City In a 31-раре report, Rodolfo Philippines un Dec. 2-11 last year, sponsible forthe alleged abuses. | These included harassments missions" 

$РО1 Ramon Montano ofthe Stavenhagen, UN Special Rap- where he met with goverment Stavenhagen said the milita- against the Tumandok of Panay Тһе Philippine government 
Oslob Police Station said the porteur on indigenous peoples officials, indigenous groups, other rization of the communities те. Island allegedly committed by has disputed the report saying it 
unidentified suspects took the concerns, recommended the organizations and UN agencies. lated to the acquisition ofindige- the Army ever since the putting contained “a litany of unsub- 
antique ivory image of St. John withdrawal of Citizen Armed Не went to Baguio City, Benguet nous ands by “powerful interests ofa military reservation covering stantiated allegations ап 
the Baptist. Forces Geographical Units (Саб Province, and Butuan City in Min- of mining, logging and agribusi- their ancestral lands in 1962. He ridiculous recommendations.” 

Montano said the theft must gus) from indigenous areas “giv- danao. ness enterprises” without the also cited reported human rights Тһе report also recommended 
have happened at around 2 en the severity of the alleged hu- Stavenhagen said he was con- consent of the communities. He violations by the Army in North- the strengthening of the National 
p.m. of Maundy Thursday. man rights abuses and the divi- сетей about reports of serious hu- also said that counter-insurgency ern Mindanao in areas with min- Commission on Indigenous Peo- 

Montano said they were con- sive effects” on the communities. man rights violations involving in- operations against rebel groups ing, forestry and agribusiness. | рі. He also urged the Philippines" 
fused why the thieves knew that He said the withdrawal digenous people. "Such abuses in- particularly the New People's He cited the massacreofsixper- Commission on Human Rights to 
the image was hidden inside the should be within the framework dude attacks on the physical in- Army have created an “ongoing sons in April last year in Pangyan, extend its activities in areas of in- 
bell tower of the church. ofa national program todemili- tegrity and security of indigenous crisis causing numerous human Davao City in an area inhabited by digenouspeoples rights. 

The image was placed there 
after the series of thefts that 


imer ^ 9 CHR asks mayor to issue business permits for Laoag sand dunes 


Last Thursdays incident 
wasthel9thchurchtheftsince By Cristina Arzadon along the Calayab beach. The operators have repeatedly ersto use the seaside property. basis for asking the investors for an 
April last year and the fourth PDI Northern Luzon Bureau The disputed area involves at urged Fariñas to approve their Fariñas insisted that the opera- authority to use the beach shores. 
this year. thieves took the im- least five hectares of beachfront business permits while the dis- tors were already stripped of the Тһе Fort Ilocandia Property 
age of Sto, Nifio in Pinamunga- LAOAG CITY—Describing the  propertythat theD'Sierto Beach Re- pute is being reviewed by the De- right to occupy the beachfront, Holdings and Development 
han town also in southern Ce- condition of beach operatorshere sort Operators Association and the partment of Environment and noting the regional DENR deci- Corp, which took over the hotel 
bu last month. АП the robbery as “appalling,” the regional office Northshore Beach Resorthave been Natural Resources. sion that provided the developers іп 2001, claimed their supposed 
cases have remained un- of the Commission on Human occupying forthe lasttwo decades. Chauhan wrote Farifiason April the preferential right to occupy preferential right to develop the 
solved. Rights has appealed to Mayor They were allowed to put up 8 urging him to uphold the opera- and develop the property adja- beachfront adjacent to its proper- 
Montano said that at the time Roger Fariñas to issue temporary beach cottages and eateries onthe tors right to live by issuing the cent to Fort Ilocandia. ty for its expansion program. 
of the theft, Oslob parish priest business permits while the land strength of foreshore lease agree- permits to engage in livelihood. The mayor also cited a court The operators fled a case with the 
Fr, Celso Calvo was busy prepar- dispute along the Laoag sand ments previously issued by the "While the legal bartleisfarfrom decision dismissing the local op- DENR regional office last year asking 
ing for the Mass scheduled at 4 dunes is being resolved. Community Environment and over, the (local operators become) erators petition for the issuance the department to declare them the 
pm. For almost a year now, resi- Natural Resources Office (Cenro). more affected as they practicallyde- of business permits. rightful occupants of the beach area. 
The thieves could have min- dents who are foreshore lease- Тһе seaside property occupied pend on the income they used to “If the НАС management can The case was, however, decided 
gled with churchgoers who holders in the seaside village of by local operators sits next to the derive from their businesses which give the go-signal, Iam willing to in favor of the private investors in 
were already inside the church Calayab have ceased operating five-star resort hotel. to date ceased from operation (due intercede on behalf of the local May 2002. The regional DENR's 
asearly as 1 p.m. their businesses due to a pro- Lawyer Anita Chauhan, CHR re- to non-issuance of permits)" operators and issue the permits. decision is now being reviewed at 
The thieves made their way longed dispute between them gional director, sent a fact-finding Chauhan said. need to ask the hotel owners’ per- the DENR office. 
inside the bell tower by de- and the Hong Kong-based devel- team here on April 2 to validate Sought bythe Inquiter forcom- mission because they may sue Ав result of the DENR deci- 
stroying the iron grill of the орегз of the Fort Посапба Resort complaints of alleged human rights ment, Fariñas stuck to his position me,” Fariñas said sion, Fariñas ordered the closure 
towers window. Ллиплех Na- and Casino (АС). violations that might have been that the business permits could be Fariñas said he was merely wait- of the beach resorts and rejected 
райасап, PDI Visayas Bu- Both have been operating committed when local operators issued only when he gets the ing for the operators to appear be- the local operators’ application for 
reau businesses on separate areas weredenied theirrighttolivelihood. clearance from the hotel develop- fore him so that he would have а business permits beginning 2002. 
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CALAPAN CITY—The family ofa Provincial Prosecutor Gibert A. Mario B. Minor disclosed that time in 2002 in this city, Akyatan, charges are true or not. I just want 
minor rape victim and the Ску Matibag for multiplerapeofa 15- from October 2000 to March 2, was also charged with an act of them to be ais’ he said. 

Social Work and Development year-old victim. 
Office have filed a complaint of The complainants also accused places in the city, Matibag al- Майа, however, denied the motive behind the accusations but 
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_Across the NATION X 
Rape complaint vs Mindoro prosecutor filed: 


оп several occasions in different lasciviousness. 


E 
an 

three years ago, Matibag offered"? 

his help by sending his daughter) 

He said he did not know the to high school (she was in Grade ! 
6 then) in exchange for her ser- 


Оа адаы a provi one Lando Akyatan, reportedly legedly raped and sexually as. charges, saying these were fabri- that “people are behind (ров)? vicesssadomexichelper 
cial prosecutor here before the Манар father-in-law, for acis вашей the victim several times. cated. 


National Bureau of Investigation. of lasciviousness. 
Named suspect by the com- The inve 


stigation report dated when she was first raped. 


He refused to give details. He trusted the offer as he had 


‘The girl was only 13 years old “1 hope the prosecutors who Іп his swom statement dated also lived with Matibags family 


will handle the case will be broad- March 20, the victim's father, а before. Madonna T.Virola, PDI 


pus "Was ard Assistant Apri 8 signed by NBI offical The reportalso said thatsome- minded in thinking whether the resident of Calapan ity said that Southern Luzon Bureau 
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2 killed in smashup 

COTABATO CITY—Two people, including a three- 
year old boy, were killed when a speeding Weena 
bus rammed into a government-owned vehicle in 
Pagalungan, Maguindanao on Monday. Police 
identified the fatalities as Sansaluna Tagan, a pro- 
ject engineer for the P2-billion Malitubog-Marida- 
gao irrigation project in Carmen, North Cotabato; 
and Murad Talusan, воп of Tagan's driver Mo- 
hammad. Mohammad remained in critical condi- 
tion at a hospital here. The victims were on their 
way to Pikit town to purchase automotive spare 
parts when the incident occurred. Charlie C. 
$ейазе, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Suspected hijackers 

CAMP GEN. ALEJO SANTOS, Bulacan—Police on 
‘Saturday arrested three men suspected of in- 
Volvemant in the series of hijacking of delivery 
trucks in Bulacan. The suspects, Randy Dasmari- 
fias, Fernando Villagonza and Sotero Diaz, were 
arrested after they hijacked a delivery truck along 
the Cagayan Valley Road in San Rafael town. Re- 
ports said the armed suspects commandeered а 
truck delivering P300,000 worth of biscuits to 
‘Cagayan at around 4:30 a.m. Saturday. The truck 
driver and his two helpers escaped from the sus- 
pects and sought help from a police station along 
the highway. After a 15-minute search, the police 
arrested the suspects in a rice field in Barangay 
Sampaloc. Carmela Reyes, PD! Central Luzon 
Desk 


Indians facing deportation 
BACOLOD CITY—Four Indian nationals are fac- 
ing deportation proceedings at the Bureau of Im- 
migration in Manila following their arrest in Ba- 
colod City on April 8. immigration control officer 
Mita Chuvy Arguelles identified the four as 
Sukdev Singh and Ranjit, Davinder and Sarbjeet, 
ali surnamed Kaur. She said the four, ail relatives, 
were arrested on Tuesday in their house at Santa 
Clara Subd. here. Arguelles said Singh was an al- 
leged operator of a syndicate that smuggled un- 
documented Indian nationals to Negros Occiden- 
tal. Carla P. Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


NPA rebels yield 

BACOLOD CITY—Two New People's Army 
rebels surrendered to Supt. Ricardo de la Paz, 
police chief of San Carlos City, Negros Occiden- 
tal on April 8. Aniceto Mendoza and Ignacio 
Pales said they decided to leave the МРА after 20 
years because they were disillusioned by the 
‘communist leadership. De la Paz said the two 
rebels had been lying low for more. han a year. 
They rejoined their families in Sant» Catalir a, 

™ y. 3 Oriental but later decided to surrender to 
the police due to threats issued against them by 
their former comrades. Carla P. Gomez, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 


Rally for peace 

ILOILO CITY—About 700 peace advocates оп 
April 5 joined separate protest rallies to protest 
the US-led war on Iraq. About 300 protesters led 
by the lloilo Coalition of NGOs and POs held an 
ecumenical prayer rally on the grounds of the Ro- 
tary Amphitheater. About 400 members of the 
Justice Not War Coalition (JNWC) and Bagong 
‘Alyansang Makabayan and Inter-Faith Network 
held a separate rally at the Jaro District public 
plaza. Ma. Geobelyn Lopez, JNWC spokesperson, 
Said the US-led war on Iraq remained illegitimate 
despite the collapse of the Saddam Hussein 
regime because it had been “unjust and ilegal 
since the very start." "The war has laid the 
around for more wars of aggression ofthe US ac- 
Cording to its whims,” said Lopez. Nestor P. Bur- 
gos Jr, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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US firms corner contracts 
in reconstruction of Iraq 


From page Al 


point a new ambassador to Iraq, the obscure 
businessman Jose Ibazeta. The appointment 
came even before the Saddam Hussein 
regime was officially declared dead by the 
United States, and before the formation ofthe. 
Iraq provisional authority would restore civil 
order in that country. 

At least it can be said that Ibazeta has a 
clear idea of his opportunistic mandate: 
"Raise the Philippine flag in post-war Iraq and 
make sure everyone knows that the Philip- 
pines can supply all construction projects.” 

‘The Macapagal administration's popularity 
rating tumbled in March, continuing its slide in 
public opinion polls, and the Social Weather 
Stations has attributed this fall to the adminis- 
iration's identification with Bush's war policy, 
which ran counter to public opinion in the 
country (Public opinion in most countries 
around the world was also against the маг) 
Whether the quick victory in Iraq would trans- 
late into a turn of public opinion in favor of the 
‘Macapagal administration remains to be seen, 
but itis clear that President Macapagal-Arroyo 
sees in the post-war reconstruction of fraq am- 
ple opportunity for Filipino companies to win 
construction projects and for Filipino workers 
to win recruitment contracts. 

But before we count the chicks before the 
eggs are hatched, let us be aware that American 
companies are receiving priority in tenders for 
‘engineering projects and that other members of 
the “coalition of the willing"—in particular, 
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Traly—are casting their nets wide for contracts. 

The United States is not behaving any more 
altruistically than other conquerors. It hzas 
awarded contracts to American companies 
for major reconstruction projects of damaged 
infrastructure in Iraq. 

One of these is the Bechtel Group, which 
was given the job of emergency infrastructure. 
repair and rehabilitation under the rubric that. 
"restoration of the country's infrastructure is 
a priority of the US government's effort to 
strengthen Iraq's economy and ensure the de- 
livery of essential public services to the Iraqi 
population." 

The awarding of the contracts has already 
raised a furor and led to accusations of fa- 
voritism. One of the companies invited by the 
Bush administration to offer a tender for the 
Iraq projects is Halliburton, a Houston-based 
oil services company, which Vice President 
Dick Cheney, who is in Bush's inner circle of 
hawks, ran for five years until 2000. Hallibur- 
ton pulled out of the bid only after Democrats 
cried foul, following the award of a contract 
for oil-well fire fighting services to one of its 
subsidiaries, Kellogg Brown and Root. 

Tn giving priority to US companies, the US 
Agency for International Development fueled 
concerns in the European Union that Euro- 
pean companies are being frozen out of lucra- 
tive contracts for the rebuilding of roads, air- 
ports and oil terminals. 

Even in Britain, America’s closest ally, cri 
cisms flew after a $4,5-million USAID con- 
tract to rebuild Iraq's only deep-water port at 
Umm Qasar, controlled by British troops, was 
awarded to Stevedoring Services of America. 

With the United States cornering the con- 
tracts, the space left open for Filipino and oth- 
ег coalition companies lies in subcontracting 
and in supplying construction workers. 

In both the political and economic realms, 
the United States is using the coalition’s mili 
tary victory as an instrument to distribute re- 
wards to allies and to take revenge against 
European countries which blocked American 
diplomatic maneuvers to secure a second 
United Nations Security Council resolution 
authorizing a military strike on Iraq. 

‘The United States is not only excluding its 
former Atlantic allies—especially France and 
Germany—from participation in Iraq's recon- 
struction. It is also keeping the United Nations 
from playing a key role in the post-war political 
administration of Iraq and in the shaping of its 
political future. 
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Ex-hostages narrate tales of beheadings 
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On Good Friday, Cleofe and Emily 
Mantic escaped from their exhausted 
captors, and yesterday, the military 
brought the two women to this city in 
ahelicopter. 

Benjamin said he couldn't describe 
how he and the children felt as the 
sound of the Huey grew louder. His 
heart pounded and his hands were 
sweating profusely, he recalled. 

"What's keeping the helicopter so 
long?" Neil wondered aloud. 

He wasn’t the only one. Junilyn 
and Benjie Mantic, Emily's in-laws, 
were also waiting near the helipad of 
the Southern Command. 

“I was trembling. I just can't de- 
scribe how I feel,” Junilyn said as the 
chopper finally landed. 

As the passengers were disembark- 
ing, Jeizel and Neil embraced their fa~ 
ther. And as soon as Cleofe stepped 
out of the chopper, Jeizel and Мей ran 
toward her. 

Cleofe did not say a word. She just 
hugged her family and wept. 

Emily appeared to be lost in the 
crowd, trying to look for her 3-year- 
old daughter Jenny Mae. Junilyn 
grabbed her. 

„ As soon as she saw her in-laws and 
hier daughter, Emily broke into tears. 

“Т feel very tired, angry and yet 
happy. I miss my daughter Jenny. i'm. 
angry because the Abu Sayyaf killed 
my husband. Jenny has no father any- 
more," she said in Filipino. 

Lionel Mantic was beheaded by the 
‘Abu Sayyaf two days after the abduc- 
tion, in full sight of Emily, Benjamin's 


without help. 

The reunion was so emotional that 
even military officials, who came to 
greet the former captives, had a hard 
time controlling their emotions. 

"It was indeed a very meaningful 
Easter Sunday for all of us," said Brig. 
Gen. Romeo Tolentino, chief of the 
Task Force Sultan based in Sulu. 


Still afraid 

Talking to reporters, both ex- 
hostages said they were still afraid 
the Abu Sayyaf would go after their 
families in revenge. 

“Many of (the Abu Sayyaf) are out 
of the island. We are afraid they will 
kill our families. They took down our 
addresses and what will they do to our 
children?" a frightened Emily said. 

She said the Abu Sayyaf had 
threatened to pursue them even in 
their homes if they escaped. 

Cleofe was barely able to speak 
and only sobbed as her friend spoke. 

But Tolentino assured the former 
hostages that the kidnappers had not 
escaped the Jolo area and that their 
families were being protected. 

Emily recounted how she had wit- 
nessed the beheading of her own hus- 
band and Lemuel, telling the re- 
porters how the Abu Sayyaf repeated- 
ly hacked away at the two men with 
machetes. 

“They were really helpless,” she 
said. 

Cleofe said that captivity was а 
brutal experience as they were con- 
stantly forced to move to escape gov- 
ernment pursuers and had very little 
tocat. 


jamin’s, together with Roland Ulla, a 
Filipino who was taken from 
Sipadan, Malaysia, in April 2000, 

Tolentino told reporters the skele- 
tal remains thought to be those of two 
other men executed by the Abu 
Sayyaf had also been found. 

He said he was certain the bones 
were those of Indonesian sailor 
Munto Jacobo Winowatan and Fil- 
ipino businessman David Chua. "We 
still have to subject the remains to 
forensic examination,” he said. 

Winowatan was one of four In- 
donesian sailors abducted by the 
rebels in June 2002; the three others. 
escaped at various times. Chua was 
Kidnapped last year, but the military 
only learned of his death recently 
from a former hostage. 

The bones, covered with dried 
leaves and twigs, were found in dense 
jungle on Jolo island. 


Soldiers’ sacrifice 

Tolentino acknowledged that the 
Montulos and the Mantics do not cel- 
ebrate Easter Sunday, being members 
of the Jehovah's Witnesses, 

"Even then, our soldiers sacrificed 
their lives and their rest this Holy Week 
to deliver the good news to the family 
of the hostages,” Southcom deputy 
chief, Maj. Gen. Rodolfo Diaz, said, 

With the freedom of the two 
hostages, Diaz said the military was 
now an inch closer to its objective of 
freeing the remaining captives and 
crüshing the bandit group in Sulu. 

Tolentino said the Southcom was 
now using the information provided by 
Emily and Cleofe to locate the bandits. 


brother Lemuel was also decapitated 
Without Lionel, Emily said it would 
be difficult for her to raise Jenny now, 


The Abu Sayyaf bandits continue 
to hold in captivity Nori Bendijo and 
Florida Montulo, a sister of Ben- 


“We know the place, its just a mat- 
teroftime,"hesaid. | With reports 
from AFR Reuters 


Typhoon ‘Amang’ enters RP 
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east of Daet, 
marines Мопе, ac- 
cording to the weath- 
er bureau. It was 
forecast to move 
northwest at 11 kph 
toward the northern- 
most tip of Luzon. 
This morning, the 
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ed rain showers that 
will provide a respite 
from the summer 
heat. 

This dry season, 
which will last up to 
May, will have tem- 
peratures reaching 
38 degrees Celsius, 
according to Pagasa 
forecaster Ludy 
Alviar. 

The hottest day of 
the year so far was 
recorded on April 17 
2138.6 degrees in Ca- 
banatuan City. In 
Metro Manila, the 
hottest day so far was 
April 18, Good Fri- 
day, wher Pagasa’s 
main с vation 
post at^ „леше 
Garden а Diliman, 
Quezon Сіз; record- 
ed a peak tempera- 
ture of 37.8 degrees. 
On Black Saturday 
the mercury dropped 
a bit to 37.5 degrees, 
bur still it was the 


eye of the typhoon 
was expected at 460 
km southeast of Bas- 
co. It would be at 190 
km south-southeast 
of the capital town of 
Batanes tomorrow 
morning and 70 km 
south-southwest on 
Wednesday morning. 

The Philippine At- 
mospheric, Geophys- 
ical and Astronomi- 
cal Services Adminis- 
tration (Pagasa) has 
raised storm Signal 
No. 1 over Catandu- 
anes. 

Bicol will experi- 
ence rains with occa- 
sional gusty winds, 
while the rest of East- 
em Luzon, the 
Visayas and Min- 
danao will have part- 
ly cloudy to cloudy 
skies with scattered 
rain showers, it said. 

In Metro Manila, it 
will be partly cloudy 
то cloudy with isolat- 


Rousing welcome 
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The crowd occasionally broke into chants 
of "USA! USA!” Spe. Joseph Hudson, а Fil- 
ipino-American and one of the former POWs, 
jumped off the cart at one point and said, 
“This is a great country. God bless America!” 

Hudson also thanked the crowd, saying, 
“This means the world to all of us. Remember 
our fallen soldiers. God bless America,” he said. 

Then the seven were swept into a building 
for medical screening and further reunions 
with their families. 

“They're in great shape and spirits and did 
well on the fight over,” an army medical offi- 
cial, Col. Glenn Mitchell, told the crowd. 

The seven spent nearly three weeks in cap- 
tivity in Iraq but were freed north of Baghdad 
on April 13 by US soldiers battling their way 
toward the city of Tikrit, the last stronghold of 
Saddam Hussein. ; 

Several people in the ¢rowd were over- 
whelmed with emotion. 

“This is the happiest thing I've ever seen. 
Tr just so happy they're home. Pm so proud 
of them,” said Yolanda Alvarez, who was 
among those welcoming the POWs home. 


Fort Hood 

‘Two of the former prisoners—chief war] 
rant officers Ronald Young and Davi 
Williams—flew on almost'immediately to a 
more formal welcome at their home base of 
Fort Hood, Texas. 1 

Hundreds of members of their 4th Brigade 
aviation unit stood in crisp formation and а 
military brass band played as the two, accom- 
panied by family members, walked down 4 
red carpet into a sea of well-wishers. 

“This makes you almost ds nervqus as being, 
shot at,” Young said upon taking the micro- 
phone at an auditorium padked for a brief cer« 
emony. Е 

"We really do appreciate the support. { 
thank God that I was allowed to live my life 
and share the rest of my life with my family,” 
he said. р 

Young and Williams were pilots of anl 
Apache helicopter that was shot down in cen- 


second hottest day so. 
far this year. 

Temperatures rose 
significantly as early 
as March. Masbate 
reported a reading of 
363 degrees, the 
highest recorded in 
the province (ог 
March in more than 
50 years. 

In Cabanatuan, а 
maximum tempera- 
ture of 36.8 degrees 
was observed іп 
March, the highest 
for the month in the 
whole country. 

А Pagasa update 
on E] Niño said the 
weakening f the 
phen m would 
continue. 

Inizs Climate Out- 
look for 2003, Pa- 
gasa’s Climatology 
and Agrometeorolo- 
gy Branch (CAB) 
said below normal 
rainfall conditions 
were likely to be ex- 


greets 7 ex-POWs 


tral Iraq on March 24. They tried to elude cap- 
ture by swimming slowly in a canal but gave 
up when they were spotted by armed Iraqi vil- 
lagers. 

The other five—specialists Johnson, Hud- 
son, Edgar Hernandez, Patrick Miller and Sgt. 
James Riley—are members of the 507 
Maintenance Company, which was ambushed 
by Iraqi forces near Nasiriyah on March 23. 

Nine US soldiers were killed in that battle. 

The United States accused the Iraqi regime 
of breaching the Geneva Convention after the 
five, who said they were mistreated at the 
start, were shown on Iraqi television. 

The most famous member of their 
unit—Pvt. Jessica Lynch—was rescued by US 
special forces earlier this month and is under- 
going treatment for multiple bone fractures at 
a military hospital in Washington. 


Bush speech 

US President George W. Bush, who was to 
attend Easter services at Fort Hood on Sunday 
(Monday, Philippine time), led tributes to the 
former POWs in his weekly radio address yes- 
terday. 

"Our whole nation has also shared in the 
happiness of learning that seven American 
prisoners of war were rescued in northern 
Iraq earlier this week and are riow safe,” Bush 
said. 

Bush is to meet privately with Young and 
Williams, White House officials said. 

Bush, who is spending the weekend at his 
Texas ranch, said that goodwill cards to the 
families had come from as far as Australia and 
Japan. 

The US president said America was also 
mourning the 156 US dead from the war, 

Some 550 Americans have also been 
‘wounded during the war, in which most of the 
major combat has now been declared over, 
Many are already being treated in hospitals in 
the United States. 

In Iraq, US military tribunals have begun to 
decide the status of some 6,850 people taken 
prisoner by US forces during the war, a Pen- 
tagon spokesperson said theotherday. AR 
AFF Reuters 


perienced in most 
parts of the country 
in the second quar- 
ter of the year as 
warm sea surface 
temperatures in the 
central equatorial 
Pacific would persist 
upto June. 

The CAB said a 
slight delay in the on- 
set of the rainy sea- 
son over areas under 
Туре 1 climate was 
likely This type of cli- 
mate is found in the 
"western parts of Lu- 
топ, Mindoro, 
Palawan, Panay and 
Negros. 

These regions аге 
shielded from the 
northeast mor ` 
and even in „x 
part from the (fade 
winds by high 
mountain ranges 
but are open to the 
southwest monsoon 
and cyclonic 
storms. 
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Angeles promotes 


‘sisig, not 
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ngan culture, arts and industry—is captured 
by one trademark: the sisig babi (pork sisig). 

On May 17, the city government will 
launch its coming-out activity dubbed "At the 
Strip,” referring to the commercial district of 
Balibago. Local chefs will serve the famous 
pork sisig on a giant sizzling plate. 

The plate, made of iron, is 4.87 meters (16 
feet) long, 2.43 m (8 feet) wide and 0.63 cen- 
timeters (0.25 inch) thick, according to May- 
or Carmelo Lazatin. 

Sisig babi is an ancient Kapampangan dish 
reserved for pregnant women, according to 
local historian Mike Pangilinan. There's no 
English name for the dish yet, said Robby 
‘Tantingco, director of the Holy Angel Univer- 
sity's Center for Kapampangan Studies. 

The ingredients of its modern version, 
which has become a favorite pulutan (арре- 
tizer) and main course, are finely chopped 
skin, meat and fat from the pig's head. 

Vinegar, the sole condiment of the dish that 
was originally served a la kilawin, has been 
replaced by alittle amount of cooking oil. 

Lurings, an unpretentious eatery along the 
city’s Crossing section, improved the dish by 
making the skin crisp, adding pig liver and gar- 
nishing of onion, garlic, black pepper and salt. 
Soy sauce with siling labuyo (chili pepper) has 
become the favorite condiment for it. 

Kapampangan entrepreneur Dan Tayag 
was said to have raised sisig to national fame 
by establishing Trellis Restaurant in Quezon 
City. 

Тауа used the sizzling plate, then a con- 
stant fixture in many eateries, in serving the 
dish. It is also on that iron platter that sisig, 
garnished with butter, is cooked and served 
straight from the oven. 


Trademark 
Lazatin said organizers of “At the Strip” 
chose sisig as the city trademark because of 


GMA shares 
‘gospel of 
hybrid rice’ 
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population following Mao’s revolution. 

“The Yuan variety, called SL8, has the 
consistency and chemical composition of 
the commercially accepted Filipino rice, 
and could very well be converted into rice 
cakes or rice wine,” said Noel Mamicpic, а 
marketing officer of SL Agritech Corp., 
which is producing the variety for the gov- 
ernment. 

Agriculture Secretary Luis Lorenzo Jr. said 
the government hoped to achieve self-suffi- 
ciency in rice by 2004, on the yield strength of 
518 alone, 

‘Test areas in Pila, Laguna, have yielded 
11.2 metric tons for every hectare of rice 
field, while larger farms in Occidental Min- 
doro have yielded 11.1 MT, according to 
Henry Lim Bon Long, Agritech chair and 
president. 

Lim said farmer Henry Villanueva suffered 
a setback when floods inundated his 518 
fields. “And yet he was able to yield 4.5 MT 
per hectare.” 

Ms Macapagal said the test results 
proved that hybrid rice had effectively 
doubled, and in some cases tripled, the av- 
erage yield of ordinary rice varieties, 
which is pegged at 3 MT per hectare per 
season, 

The presence of Yuan at the mansion “ex- 
emplifies the historic ties between China and 
the Philippines," she said 

Yuan helped China achieve food security 
within a short period, and was especially fa- 
vored by Mao, Lim sai 

‘The Chinese professor presented Ms Maca- 
pagal with an SL8 marketing poster, on which 
he inscribed the phrase “For the welfare of 
mankind, from L.P Yuan." 

Mamicpic said the phrase was their mar- 
keting logo. "We have been attached to the 
government because the government is subsi- 
dizing the prices of these seeds for farmers," 
he said. 

“But the government is slowly cutting 
down that subsidy as we try to expand our 
market to the provinces. We have even 
considered linking up with merchandis- 
ers, but because of the farmers’ abhor- 
rence of middlemen, we are waiting to 
link up directly with cooperatives soon,” 
Mamicpic said. 

He said the SLB rice's absorption into the 
cultural mainstream would be essential to 
sustaining the SL8 market. 

‘The Yuan hybrid shares the taste of the R- 
64 variety and has a higher concentration of 
protein. The hybrid has also synthesized the 
composition of the Japonica type of rice, 
which the Japanese and the Chinese use for 
tice wine. 

“The $18 has been a cross between the 
Japonica and the conventional Indica type 
that is prominent here in the Philippines. 
That means indigenous folk can culture 
rice wine, too, for their rituals," Mamicpic 
said. 
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the residents! fondness for the dish that is in- 
digenous to Pampanga. 

“We're doing this because we like to also 
enliven the business establishments along 
Balibago and at the same time, change the no- 
tion that Balibago is a prostitution area,” he 
said. 

From an agricultural village founded by the 
couple Angel Pantaleon de Miranda and Ros- 
alia de Jesus in 1786, Angeles in 1903 hosted 
the United States Cavalry that set up Fort 
Stotsenburg, the precursor of the Clark Air 
Base that expanded to cover about 40,000 
hectares of land up to Tarlac. 

In the next decades, it evolved into a town 
catering to every American soldiers need. 
Earning an income far bigger than what the 
provincial government earned, Angeles be 
Came a chartered city in 1964. 

Although the facility was closed in 1991 
after the Senate rejected the extension of 
the RP-US Military Bases Agreement, and 
Clark was converted into a special econom- 
ic zone starting that year, women's organi- 
zations like the IMA Foundation continue 
to call attention to the proliferation of 
prostitution. 

То date, there are about 200 bars in Baliba- 
во, concentrated mostly on Fields Avenue and 
employing at least 300 "commercial female 
and malesex workers." 

The IMA Foundation's Susan Pineda said 
she believed the figures were “understated.” 

Lazatin insisted that prostitution “does not 
exist in the city,” but that the “image had 
stuck.” 

For the much-needed makeover, he said the 
Clark Investors and Locators Association 
(Сіз) was helping him organize "At the 
Strip.” 

The activity also features a night market, 
starting at the Marlim Mansions Hotel down 
to the A-Line Grocery for small and medi- 
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Filipino doctor dies of SARS 


оправе! 

Samson. Thirteen of them have been 
confirmed to be infected, including 
three doctors and three children, ac- 
cording to Alcalde. 

Samson's son, Ed, is confined in the in- 
tensive care unit of a hospital in Toronto 
for SARS. 

Canada is the country hardest hit out- 
side Asia by SARS, and most of the Cana- 
dian cases have been in and around 
Toronto, the country’s largest city. 


Quarantine 

With a 14th SARS death reported on 
Saturday, Canadian health authorities 
were looking at а possible preventive 
quarantine of residential buildings and 
even entire neighborhoods to contain a 
SARS outbreak in Toronto, CBC televi- 
sion reported. 

The 14th victim was a 99-year-old 
man who died Friday, the Ontario health 
ministry said. The toll now stands at sev- 
en men and seven women, 11 of them 
over the age of 70. 

The province of Ontario counted 249 
probable and suspected SARS cases, up 


from 247 reported on Friday, according 
to local health officials. 

Two nurses ata Markham-Stoufville 
hospital have been diagnosed with 
probable SARS, prompting officials to 
study proposals to use electronic 
tracking devices (bracelets) in keep- 
ing an eye on people who are sup- 
posed to be in isolation, according to 
Alcalde. 

The most worrisome case for health 
authorities in Toronto is a resident of a 
19-story building with 250 apartments 
who contracted the virus without any di- 
rect contact with an infected person. 

Three residents of another apart- 
ment in the same building are consid- 
ered “suspect” SARS cases although 
they had had no apparent contact with 
the first case. 

The virus could have been passed by 
such seemingly innocuous means as 
pressing the same elevator button or 
touching the same staircase handrail as 
an infected person. 


Test of faith 
Alcalde, a member of the religious 


group called Handmaids of the Lord, 
said the SARS situation in Toronto was a 
test of faith for devout Christians. 

“Despite the spread of infections 
among BLD members, people of differ- 
ent races still flocked to Catholic 
churches for the Last Supper and the 
Washing of the Feet ceremonies. I at- 
tended the celebration at the St. 
Thomas More Church on Ellesmere 
Road and the church was packed with 
people who showed no signs of fear of 
SARS,” she said. 

Alcalde said churchgoers still ob- 
served the "peace be with you" greeting, 
shook hands and received communion 
theusual way. 

But churches heeded the request of 
health officials to do away with the kiss- 
ing of the cross on Easter Sunday, she 
said. 

Health and city officials in Toronto 
urged Church leaders to take precaution- 
ary measures as they expressed fear that 
SARS would spread during the obser- 
vance of the Holy Week. 

"Т checked with other churches and 
the turnout was really overwhelming. 


The Couples for Christ and Handmaids 
of the Lord ministry had a daylong re- 
treat on Holy Saturday at the Immacu- 
late Conception Parish in Woodbridge, 
Ontario, with some 300 women partici- 
pants. 

“Some Protestant churches still con- 
tinue with their hugging and kissing 
among members, too,” Alcalde said. 

Outside the churches there is a grow- 
ing anti-Asian sentiment. 

Alcalde said the increasing anti-Asian 
feeling, especially against Chinese, was 
caused by reports that the mysterious 
disease was brought to Canada by a Chi- 
nese man who had come from Hong 
Kong in March. The Chinese man died in 
a hospital in Canada, the first reported 
SARS case there, 

"People are getting paranoid because 
of the SARS scare. I just choked a little 
and coughed on the bus and people 
moved away from me," she said. 

Alcalde told the Inquirer in a phone 
interview that SARS had adversely af- 
fected the city’s economy. The Chinese 
community reported that business was 
down 50 to 70 percent. Some Chinese 


businesses had to close shop, 

In Hong Kong, a British female mem- 
ber ofa round-the-world yacht race team 
has been isolated in a hotel room be- 
cause she is suspected of having the 
virus. 

Anna Wardley, 27, became ill Wednes- 
day. After a second visit to a hospital on 
Saturday, she was told to stay in her hotel 
room for another three days before more 
tests were conducted to determine 
whether she had SARS, the Sunday 
Morning Post newspaper reported. 

Wardley was one of the 12-person 
crew of the Hong Kong Clipper, which 
was on a three-week stopover in Hong 
Kong before embarking on the second 
half of the race last Thursday. Her fellow 
crew members were allowed to sail but 
organizers have been forced to re-route 
the event. 

The race's next destination had origi- 
nally been San Fernando City in La 
Union, but that was changed after au- 
thorities there warned they would use 
force if necessary to stop any boats from 
landing amid fears over the virus. With 
reports from AFP and Blanche Rivera 


Pope: Let Iraqis determine ... 
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The Middle East conflict has also weighed 
heavily on the Pope's heart for years, and in 
his speech, he appeared to indicate that the 
Iraq war had sidelined that bloodshed as well 
as other fighting around the globe. 

"(May there be) peace in other parts of the 
world, where forgotten wars and protracted 
hostilities are causing deaths and injuries amid 
silence and neglect on the part of considerable 
sectors of public opinion,” John Paul said. 

"With profound grief I think of the wake of 
violence and bloodshed, with no sign of ceas- 
ing, in the Holy Land,” the Pontiff said. 

He also said some African countries risked 
being abandoned unto themselves, and he cit- 
ed “attacks on people's freedom in the Cauca- 
sus, in Asia and in Latin America,” although 
he named no country. 

Citing faith as a reason for optimism, he 
added: “However dark the horizon of human- 
ity may seem, today we celebrate the radiant 
triumph of Easter joy.” 

For the world's one billion Catholics and oth- 
er Christians, Easter centers on their belief that 
Jesus rose from the dead after Crucifixion. 

At the start of the Mass, John Paul took his 
place under canopy erected on the steps of the 
basilica after only a few hours of rest. He earlier 
presided over a three-hour Easter vigil ceremo- 
ny on Saturday night in the basilica. 

During the Mass, the Pope looked pale and. 
weary. At one point, he kept yawning and 
cradling his head in his hands. 2 

The Sunday morning Mass capped a strenu- 
ous Holy Week schedule of ceremonies for the 
82-year-old Pontiff, who has been struggling 
with symptoms of Parkinson's disease. He has 
difficulty walking and reading long speeches. 

John Paul told some 50,000 tourists, pil- 
grims and Romans that Easter brought peace 
that only the Lord could give. He urged the 
faithful to be “tireless workers of peace in jus- 
tice and truth. 

During the Good Friday Colosseum proces- 
sion, Iraqis were among the faithful chosen to 
сапу the cross for the Pope, who could no 
longer walk the kilometer-long route. 


1 


Mechanics: 


POPE John Paul I holds the Easter Candle 
before celebrating Mass at the St. Peter's 
Basilica at the Vatican. » 


Under gray skies, the square was bright- 
ened by potted plants, including deep pink 
azaleas, a rainbow of tulips and sprays of 
lilac-hued wisteria. 

To help the Pope cope with his failing 
health, the Vatican has come up with a variety 
of devices to ease his getting around 

The latest а wheeled chair, which can be 
raised and lowered. This helps the Pope cele- 
brate Mass at the altar without standing up. 

He also now sits while being moved across 
the vast expanses of the basilica or the square 
ina kind of wheeled chariot. Until recently, he 
used to stand up in the device. 

During the first years of his papacy, which 
began in 1978, John Paul used to deliver his 
“Urbi et Orbi" message from the basilica's cen- 
tral balcony. This year, he remained seated at 
the altar while he spoke. 

He kept up his tradition of reciting Easter 
greetings in dozens of languages, this year 
wishing a joyful day in 62 tongues. AP 
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Finally, РВА 
pays GAB 


UNBEKNOWNST to 
many, the troublous 
Philippine Basket- 
ball Association 
was able to pay its 
longstanding (ах 
obligations to the 
Games and Amuse- 
ments Board by de- 
positing a check in 
escrow with the Eq- 
uitable-PCIBank 
last week. 

Amounting 0 
some P3.4 million, 
the check represents the GAB's three 
percent share of income derived from 
the radio and television coverage of 
PBA games. The debt used to be more 
than P4.8 million when I first wrote 
about it some years back, but it 
since cut down to less than P2 millio 
2001 after the popular pro league paid 
the GAB its accumulated obligations in 
monthly installments as part of a com- 
promise settlement. 

Before the start of the ongoing All-Fil- 
іріпо Conference last February, GAB chair 
Eduardo Villanueva wamed the PBA that 
the government agency would revoke its li- 
cense if the league did not pay its obliga- 
tions to the GAB. However, PBA Commis- 
sioner Noli Eala asked for a reconsidera- 
Чоп, requesting that he be given more time 
because he was new in the job and only in- 
herited the problem from the previous PBA 
tenant. He also assured the GAB chair that 
he would ask the PBA board of govemors to 
resolve the problem as soon as possible. 

‘Last week with itte flurry, the PBA, once 
described by reader Paul Mortel as “The 
Great Stabilizer,” finally paid its obligations 
to the GAB, ending a long-running contro- 
versy that could have resulted in a possible. 
government lawsuit against the PBA for 
failing to remit the САВУ three percent 
share from television revenues. 
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Derby weights 
submission today 


 ALLÜéntries to the “9th Ucap/J-Cap MAD AT 
RBA 7-Cock Derby 2” must be submitted to- 
day (April 21) at Mandaluyong Coliseum, 
from 2 p.m. to9 p.m, 

Sponsored by Sagupaan Hammer De- 
wormer, Sagupaan Mite Free Shampoo, 
Sagupaan В-50 Forten (anti-stress) and 
Lakpue Drug's Washout Shampoo, ће two- 
day event is set for tomorrow and on Thurs- 
day (April 22 and 24). 

"The powerhouse team of Rep. Rudy Al- 
bano, upcoming cocker Alan Tan, Patrick 
Puno, Manila businessman John Capinpin 
and the popular Madlambayan Brothers of 
Pampanga will host the derby. 

Meanwhile, on tap on May 6 and 8 is the 10th 
Ucap 7-Cock Derby (Louie Cua, Alex Tang and 
‘Nelson Co) while the 11th Ucap Arnis Master 7- 
Cock derby to be hosted by Ucap president Ray- 
mond Velayo blasts off on May 20 and 22. 

For details, please contact 531-4003, 531- 
4005, 534-4110 and 535-2341 


7'* Includes Free 1 year Comprehensive insur 
Де Net Promo DP for GX МЛ. All financing pl 
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Pacquiao gets 
new title rival 


contender Valbuena on July 19 
in the Philippines. 

"With this development, Be- 
bot had to call the Cermeno 
people to cancel his arrange- 

ment with them," 
Leon | РаполсШо, 
Elorde's Hawaiian 
agent, told the In- 
инея yesterday. 
Elorde had original- 
ly sought Cermeno as 
Pacquiao's fourth title 
challenger for his TBF 
super-bantamweight 
crown at the Ninoy 
Aquino Stadium in 
Manila. 
Muhammad refused 
to sanction the fight be- 
cause Cermeno is not legitimately 
rated by the IBF and Pacquiao is 
due for a mandatory defense in 
July against the leading mandato- 
ту contender. Cermeno is ranked 
No. 5 featherweight by the World 
Boxing Association (WBA). 

Valbuena, a southpaw with a 
23-2-1 win-loss-draw record with 
13 knockouts, is ranked No. 3 ил- 
der Pacquiao's division. The top 
two position is vacant since last 
year. 


CARRYBOY 


The Name of Quality and Design. 


By Rey Danseco 
(Contributor) 


MANNY Pacquiao's world 
super-bantamweight 
championship 

bout against 
Venezuelan An- 

tonio Cermeno is 

off. The Filipino 

has to stake his 

title against an- 

other Venezue- 

lan, Jose Luis 
Valbuena, in- 

stead. IAM 

This developed pacquiao 
after International 
Boxing Federation president 
Marianne Muhammad denied 
promoter Gabriel Elorde Jr's 
request to give sanction to the 
Paquiao-Cermeno title tiff in 
Manila on June 28 and insist- 
ed on a mandatory title de- 
fense for Pacquiao not later 
than July. 

Elorde, who's in the United 
States, agreed to accept the 
IBF decision for Pacquiao to 
defend against top available 


Shape up 
your future! ges 
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"Exclusive Distributor: 
CARRYBOY Phils., Inc. 94 Banawe St., Quezon City 
Tel. nos.: 740-0525 740-0530 + 732-3109 + 415-8576 
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SPORTS... 


ALK 


THE PHILIPPINE Bar Association will be 
holding its first-ever golf invitational on 
Friday (April 25) at the west course of the 
Wack Wack Golf and Country Club. 

‘The 18-hole tourney is one of the high- 
lights of the 112th foundation day of the 
organization to be capped by a formal di 


Wack Wack hosting invt'l tilt 


valuable prizes for those who will participate in 
the tournament will be held in the evening dur- 
ing the formal dinner, Registration starts at 7 
am. and tee-off will be from 8 to 11 a.m. 
Lawyer Rolando dela Cuesta is the cur- 
tent head of the PBA, while the overall 
chair of the tournament is lawyer Hector 


ner in the evening at the Hotel Intercont 
nental, Makati City. 
‘The awarding of trophies and raffüng of 


Martinez, , 
For details, call Beth Lipana at 815: 
3080, 
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{ЗАМ ANTONIO—Stephon Marbury 
Em a three-pointer at the buzzer in 
{overtime to give the Phoenix Suns 
ТА stunning 96-95 win over the San 
г Antonio Spurs at the start of NBA 
playoff action on Saturday. 
Marbury's shot from just outside the arc 
off the glass and into the basket to. 
үші the eighth-seeded Suns their fourth 
Trin in five games over the top-seeded Spurs 
1; his season. Game Two in the best of seven. 
} Series is on Monday (Tuesday in Manila) ас 


pointerwith 8.4 seconds left in regulation 
enabled Phoenix to force the extra period. 

San Antonio could have won in over- 
time with better free-throw shooting. 
Tim Duncan missed two foul shots just 
before Marburys winning basket and 
San Antonio missed six-of-eight foul 
shots in the overtime, Marbury had 26 
points to lead Phoenix. 

In Dallas, Dirk Nowitzki scored 46 
points and hauled down 10 rebounds as 
the Mavericks opened the playoffs with a 
come-from-behind 96-86 win over the 
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Marbury lifts Suns; Mavs, Nets, Kings win 


‘The Mavericks trailed 52-42 at the 
half, but held Portland to just 12 points in 
the third quarter while scoring 28 to pull 
ahead for good. Game Two will be in Dal- 
las on Wednesday (Thursday in Manila). 

In East Rutherford, Kenyon Martin had 
21 points and 15 rebounds and Jason Kidd 
totally dominated Gary Payton in their 
match-up as the New Jersey Nets opened 
the playoffs with a convincing 109-96 win 
over the Milwaukee Bucks. Game Two in 
the series is on Tuesday (Wednesday in 
Manila) in East Rutherford. 


points, 21 of them in the final quarter, as 
the Boston Celtics rallied for a 103-100 
win over the Indiana Pacers in the first 
game of their best-of-seven series. Game 
‘Two is on Monday (Tuesday in Manila) 
in Indianapolis. 

In Sacramento, Chris Webber had 27 
points and 11 rebounds to lead the Kings to 
а 96-90 win over the Utah Jazz in Game 
One of their opening round series. Game 
‘Two is on Monday (Tuesday in Manila) in 
Sacramento. Peja Stojakovic added 16 
points for the Kings. 


and Jason Caffey of the Milwaukee 
Bucks surrendered to Toronto police on 
Saturday following an investigation into 
an alleged assault outside a strip club. 

The three players, along with their 
lawyers, surrendered several hours after 
the Bucks lost the opening game of their 
NBA playoff series at New Jersey. 

In another development, ‘Shaquille 
O'Neal's wife gave birth to a baby boy 
early Saturday, eliminating any chance 
that the Los Angeles Lakers center might. 
skip a playoff game to witness the 


|| San Antonio. Amare Stoudemire’s three- portland Trail Blazers. In Indianapolis, Paul Pierce scored 40 Meanwhile, Gary Payton, Sam Cassell birth. AB Reuters 


Ma’s death 
won't stop 


brothers 


IMOLA, — lly— 
Brothers Michael and 
Ralf Schumacher will 
start from the front 
row as planned in 
Sunday's San Marino 
Grand Prix despite 
the death of their 55- 
year-old mother ear- 
lier in the day. 

The brothers par- 
ticipated in qualifying 
Saturday, — finishing 
one-two, then flew 
back to Cologne, Ger- 
many for a brief visit 
with their mother. 

Formula One gov- 
eming body FIA ex- 
tended "its deepest 
sympathy” to the 
brothers and re 
leased them from 
participating “in all 
formalities both prior 
and subsequent” to 
Sunday's race. 

The first sign of the 
Schumachers іп 
mouming was their 
absence from a cere- 
monial parade lap. AP. 


It's Floyd 


FRESNO, Califor- 
nia—Floyd Мау- 
weather Jr. success- 
fuly defended his 
WBC lightweight ti- 
tle with a lively unan- 
imous decision over 
Victoriano Sosa Sat- 
urday, Mayweather 
(30-0) fought anoth- 
er tactically sound 
l2round ^ Бош 
against an aggressive. 
challenge from Sosa 
(35-32), the cousin 
of Chicago Cubs slug- 
ger Sammy Sosa and 
а native of the Do- 
minican Republic.AP 
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STEPHON Marbury (left) of Phoenix looks for an open teammate after. 
slipping past Tony Parker of San Antonio during their NBA playoff opener 
Saturday night. Marbury starred in the Suns’ 96-95 overtime win. валик 


Hilado Cup unfolds today 


A TOTAL of 54 matches kick off the 
Luis Hilado Memorial Cup age- 
group tennis tournament today at 
the Rizal Memorial Tennis Center. 

Ateneo's Pocholo Macalino, 
fresh from winning the Juntaphil 
Cup unisex 10-under title, takes 
on Jomar Narvaez in the first 
round of the boys’ 12-under divi- 
sionat9 a.m. 

Other matches pit Ло Pena 


H 2000 15020 DUMP. TRUCK 


against Maroo Suntay Kyle 
Cordero against Noel Agra and 
Pemrik Alina against Alberto Vil- 
lamor. 

Maika Tanpoco, unisex 10-un- 
der champion in Tarlac last week, 
meets Kariz de Dios in the girls 
12-under division set at 11 алп. 
Also competing are Zhane 
Quitara against Enan Baba, Julie 
Em Botor against АШеде Enilo. 
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Enjoy HULUGAN! UP 19 8 


‘San Miguel Beer brings the exciting 2003 NBA playoffs to 
your favorite bars. Get spotted drinking an ice cold SMB 
‘While watching and get a chance to score fantastic prizes 
from your favorite beer. It's as easy as scoring on a break-away 
lay-up, Check out where the games will be: 


April 23 Samson/ Zeno/ Kamay Kainan 
25 Friday's/ Tequila Joe's 
30 Kan-an, West Ave. Alps 


‘Smokin’ Cue Side Ваг/ 

San Mig, El Pueblo/ Via Mare, Tektite Dldg. 
Padi's Point, Meratco Ave./ 

Perslana/ Monsoon 

Friday's/ Streetlife 

Outback/ Chili”s 

Krocodite/ Flava/ The Craic 


May 


You watch. You play. You win. 


SOLAR 
SPYS 


ЭСЕ Drink Moderately 


ШӘ 1 SPORTS LD EAA 
TOUR PILIPINAS in comfort 


Guieb, Valdez heac teams and style 


By June Navarro ^ij P1 million top team prize of two Department of Interior and Lo- 
Ҹ during the race presented cal Government advocacy teams. 

ONE rider is out to re- byAir21. Under the watchful eyes of coach 
„live his glorious past With head coach Ricardo Jiva Siojo, the Drug Busters will also 

while? Не СВ Parami calling the shots, бе lean on former Tour champion 
P HI for his 6 Py Ecosavers wil also bring Bemardo lentada, Frederick Feli- 

Searching for his first- 3! along former national riders ciano, Art Dela Cruz, Escar Rendole, 
г ever overall title after Carlo Jasul and РиетоСш- JeckyBarantes and Norberto Atisado. 
»years of toiling in the /J 3 tan to backstop Guieb dur- Aside from the two government 

revious Tour, б ing the Sage, 18-day cy- teams organizers infused a squad which 

+” Badeto-back Tour cham- $ ding adventure. aims to recognize the cyclists traditional 
pion Carlo Guieb and Placido ‘Completing the  origin-that of being a newspaper courier 

‘Valdez, perhaps the most il Ecosavers cast are Ronald A team aptly called the Newsboysis 
.lustious among the non-champions in Gorantes, Hilario Ladra and Virgilio also bidding to strike fear in the 
“не field, are the leading figures for their Espiritu, riders deprived of recogni- hearts of the opposition with former 
‘respective squads when the Tour Piip- tion and yet brimming with dete: champion Gerardo Igos mapping out 

einas 2003 blasts off on April 26. nation in abid to tow theirteam inthe the plans for the squad. 
$ Guieb, the renowned ко the  84-cyclist field. То carry out his plot, Igos will rely 
‘Mountain in іне 906, rides atthe fore- Valdez, a perennial favorite in the оп skipper Merculio Ramos, Danny = Um tf Ж 
кош. of the Ecosavers ofthe Depart prewiousourwhoexpenencedacou- Ganigan, Manuel Mendoza, Rodelio | ЧУ ое ее 02204 ERN 
{ment of Environment and Natural Re- ple of bridesmaid finishes in the past, Valdez, Richard Aquino, Gary Apoli- Footluckers Chain of Stores, Happy Bodega Sales and all leading shoe stores nationwide. 
Ssources in the quest for glory and the will spearhead the Drug Busters, one nar and Dominador Tacu-Tacu. 


SPORTSWATCH 


B 

Kung wins at last 

{LAS VEGAS—Candie Kung bulit a three-shot lead 
бакте bogeying the final кі Saturday to win her 


: 
ти РЕ Ur umen by two shot aver Annika 
е а rives You 
Kung, who won $165,000, finished with a 2-un- 
Sor 70 and was 12-under for the toumament. ЕР” 

Sdennifer Rosales fired a 68 for 209, five shots off 

~ the winner and pocketed $22,623, while Dorothy 

S Delasin had a 70 for 213 and got $9,612. Soren- 

stam, who received 577,129, rallied on the back 

З піпе with three straight birdies and closed with a 

йоне fo tole. Bu afer beng sk shots 

‘out in the opening round, she never threatened to 

кешй те Sete re p 


‘Cink retains lead 
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C.—Stewart Cink shot 
4269 and showed some new confidence Saturday, 
surviving an up-and-down third round to hold the. 
Zlead at the MCI Heritage. Cink, the 2000 champi- 
on at Harbour Town Golf Links, talked Friday 
about how fears of growing success and potential 
“failure plagued his golf game the past two years. 
“And when Gink’s one-shot lead at the start be- 
‘came a three-stroke deficit over the first seven 
holes, it looked like some of those old worries 
‘Shad showed up again. But lie he has most of the 
season, Cink picked up his game and moved back 
‘into the lead. He stood at 12-under 201, a stroke 
ahead of Jeff Sluman, who had the day's best 
round of 64. AP 


-Russian trips Henin 

AMELIA ISLAND, Florida—Russian 10th seed 
Elena Dementieva staved off a match point before 
ralfyihg to stun top seed Justine Henin-Hardenne 
3-6. 6-4, 7-5 to reach the final of the Bausch and 

_ Lomb Championships on Saturday. The 21-year- 
old wil bi for her first career title on Sunday 

, hen she squares off against number two seed 
Lindsay Davenport, who outlasted third seed Jen- 
„nifer Capriati 6-3 5-7 6-2 in an all-American ei 
‘counter. Dementieva's first victory in four at- 
tempts against Henin-Hardenne snapped the Bel- 
“gian'sseven-match winning streak Reuters 


Adzummaa golfest 

THE ATENEO de Zamboanga University Metro 
Manila Alumni Association will host its "2nd 
Adzummaa Golf Classic 2003" on April 22 at the 
Manila Golf and Country Club Inc. inside Forbes 
Park, Makati City. The tournament is open to ай 
members, their guests and sponsors. Registra- 
tion opens at 7 am. and closes at 9 a.m. For more 
information, please contact Paul Pe at 926-80- 
69. баға Gaetos at 0917-532-5071 or Jimmy 
Panganiban at 891-09-00 


Checkmate resumes 
MILO Checkmate resumes its special chess 
classes in Metro Manila and provinces starting 
today. Enrollees are advised to proceed at the 
venue site of their choice atleast 30 minutes be- 
fore the start of the clinic. For more details, call 

į Checkmate Phils. and Metropolitan Chess Club at 
826-8560 and 0918-939-3702. Deadline of regis- 
tration is until Tuesday, Apri 22 
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Compiled by Lorenzo Manguiat 


BASKETBALL: НВА Playoffs - Sixers vs Hornets, Game 1 
Bam. (r - p.m, Solar Sports, NBA Jam, 6:30 рат. Lak- 
ers vs Timberwolves, Game 1, 7 p.m., [BC 13. 

МВА Anthology - 1997: A Look Back, 7:30 p.m., ESPN 

BOXING: HBO Boxing, 9:30 p.m., IBC 13 

BASEBALL: MLB - Texas Rangers vs Oakland Athletics 
Bam., ESPN 

POOL: 2002 WPBA Classic Тош, 1 p.m. (£), ESPN 


æ Getting to work on time 


Who hasn't overslept? But it won't 


change that 8'а.т. meeting. That's 
why Vortex High Performance Fuel 
gives you [tra pick up when you 


need to put your foot down. 
RALLYCROSS BET 

Team Ultron's Ivan зава maneuvers his 
2003 Honda Civic Vtec en route to 
winning the overall title in the recent 
Ultron Rallycross Series at the CCP 
Complex. Баба posted the fastest time 
of 1:24.27. 


Red Sox streak continues 

BOSTON—Trot Nixon and Todd Walker both had two hits and drove in two runs as the 
streaking Boston Red Sox won thelr sixth straight game, 7-2 over the Toronto Blue Jays, 
in American League action on Saturday. Derek Lowe (3-1) allowed two unearned runs оп 
"even hits over five innings to pick up the win. Jason Shiell tossed three shutout innings in 
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Sports Forum tomorrow 
‘THREE ofthe sports biggest events this summer will be tacked inthe PSA Fo- 
rum which resumes its weekly session tomorrow at the Manila Pavillon Hotel. 


‘The coming Tour ng Pilipinas, Palarong Pambansa and the regional qualifying 
of the 2003 Champions League are the issues up for discussions in the 10:30 


his Red Sox debut, allowing just one hit, while Brandon Lyon added a sco 
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By June Navarro 


THE EXCITEMENT of picking up 
win No. 10 had died down even be- 
fore the one-sided match had start- 
ed. 

Still, Batang Red Bull made its 102- 
94 victory over Coca-Cola look any- 
thing but uninteresting yesterday in the 
Samsung-PBA All Filipino Cup at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum. 

“The pressure of making it in the next 
round was already gone. We are now in 
the course of trying other means to fur- 
ther strengthen the team,” said Red Bull 


whips C 


- > Haya dito siya sa Talk "№ Text! 


; With over 3,060 cellsites” siguradong sagot ka 


ng nationwidest coverage ng te “PE Te 
Haya ikaw diyan, wag na Hung saan-saan pa! 
Mag-Talk 'N Tent ka па! 


еі 


Lamang ka pa with these exolting features! 


Assistant Editor Edwin M. Villanueva. 


coach Yeng Guiao, whose Thunder for- 
malized their entry into the back-from- 
scratch quarterfinals, 

Even the players felt the weariness of 
riding on a nine-game win streak, a reali- 
ty which unconsciously sank deep into 
Homer Se's mind. 

But the Thunder's ninth straight victo- 
ту that put them at an almost unreach- 
able 10-1 slate in Group B has its perks 
and historical value. 

For one, the triumph moved the 
Thunder a game shy of clinching a berth 
in the PBA Asian Invitationals next con- 
ference where the top 5 teams in the 
elimination round of the All Filipino au- 


~ Call and text to over 15 Million GSM subscribers natlonwida!™ + Access over 250 zed services! 


ат, forum sponsored by Agfa Colors, Red Bull and Pagcor. 
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oke; Gin prevails 


tomatically advance worry-free. 

That's aside from becoming the 
first team in more than seven years 
to win nine straight games in a con- 
ference. 

Also worth mentioning is the fact 
that the last five teams which won nine 
straight games in a conference went on 
towin the championship. 

It also tied Guiao's career win 
streak of nine games, a feat he 
achieved 11 seasons ago when the 
outspoken coach steered Swift to the 
third conference title. 

The Tigers, on the other hand, strug- 
gled all night as coach Chot Reyes and 


аисты 


his troops fell to 5-5. 

Jun Limpot’s aggressiveness in the sec- 
ond game carried Barangay Ginebra to а 
7671 victory over Shell. The Kings (4-7) 
snapped a three-game skid while handing 
the Turbochargers their ninth defeat in 11 
games. 

Scores: 

RED BULL 102—Se 18, Villanueva 14, 
Asaytono 14, Harp 14, Valenzuela 13, Miller 
9, Pennisi9, Viloria 5, Torion 4, Hizon 2. 

COCA-COLA 94—Reavis 18, Junio 17, 
Hatfield 15, Cariaso 15, Antonio 12, Арати: 
entos 7, Manalo 4, Abuda 4, Abenido 2, Hug- 
natan 0, Wainwright 0, Morano 0. 

Quarters: 25-18, 47-37, 73-85, 102-94. 


RED Bull's Jimwell Torion (left) barrels into 
Coca-Cola's Johnny Abarrientos during their 
PBA All-Filipino Cup game last night at the 
Araneta Coliseum, The Thunder beat the 
Tigers, 102-94, to notch their ninth straight 
wictoryforal0-lrecord. ^ aucusronacnuz 


LBC-Batangas 
stuns Blu Star 


GAMES TOMORROW 
(Pasig Sports Center 
2pm.-L80-Batangas vs John-0 
Ap m-ICTS| vs Hapse 
6 pm.-Montafa vs RP Team 


GIVE LBC-Batangas enough time to prepare 
and it would deliver. 

Bucking the absence of head coach Nash 
Racela, LBC-Batangas downed Blue Star, 70- 
62, yesterday in the Sunkist-PBL 2003 Unity 
Cup at the Pasig Sports Center. 

“Before, we have consecutive games. In 
this game, we have one one week to prepare. 
We reviewed several tapes and mapped out: 
counter plans against Blu,” said acting coach 
Eric Gonzales. "But 1 also have to commend 
the determination the boys showed today, es- 
pecially (Al) Magpayo and (Jayson) Cuevas.” 

The 6-foot-5 Magpayo, a member of the na- 
tional pool, and the 6-foot-4 Cuevas ruled the 
boards and helped Alex Compton carry the of- 
fensive load for LBC-Batangas, which tied Blu 
at 3-4 inthe Luzon division. Roy Luarca 


Samboy, Hector 
join Skills Camp 


FORMER PBA stars Samboy Lim, Hector 
Calma, Chito Loyzaga, Eric Reyes, Biboy 
Ravanes and Bobby Parks have joined 
the star-studded cast of coaches and 
trainers of the Burlington Basketball 
Skills Camp with Norman Black. 

The cage clinic, which aims to further 
improve the basketball skills of boys ages 
12-18, will be held at the REM Gym бот 
Мау 13.31 (Iuesdays/Thursdays/Satur- 
days, 1-4 pan. Registration fee is P4,500, 
with free balls, «shirts, drinks, socks and а 
host of other giveaways. 

Few slots remain, as the clinic is limit- 
ing the participants to assure individual- 
ized training. 

The specialized intensive training 
camp with Black as director is supported 
by Burlington Socks, Sporishouse, John 
Springs Flavored Water and Puma Socks. 

For details, call 894-3576 or e-mail at 
teamads@edsamail.com. 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE IDEA of a perfect metropolis by Metro 
Manila Development Authority (MMDA) 
chair Bayani Fernando won't be complete 
without his own version of Rescue 911. 

Rescue 911 is the popular emergency re- 
sponse and rescue system іп the United 
States. The MMDA will put up at least seven 
traffic emergency centers patterned after this 
system, according to MMDA general manager 
Robert Nacianceno. 

Each center will be equipped with ambu- 
lances, fire and tow trucks, medical and radio 
equipment, and other state-of-the-art facili 
ties to be made available in case of accidents, 
he said. 

Fire trucks, in particular, will have chemi- 
cal foam that can extinguish burning vehicles, 
he added. 

The centers will be linked to the MMDA 
Metrobase which will receive calls and dis- 
patch medical personnel in case of emergen- 
су, Nacianceno said. 

‘The MMDA currently has a 30-man medi- 
cal staff manning its lone emergency center 
located under the Edsa flyover in Kamias, 
Quezon City 

‘The agency is looking for at least 40 more 
people to staff ће six other centers it plans to 
establish in key areas such as the 15-kilome- 
ter C-5 Road and Roxas Boulevard. 

Applicants must be college graduates, be- 
tween 18 and 30 years old, and preferably 
547 tall and with a background on first-aid 
and rescue operations, Nacianceno said. 

Successful applicants will undergo inten- 
sive training in medical and rescue proce- 
dures and receive a compensation package 
“competitive” with that in the private sector, 
the general manager said. 


Anti-vendor 
drive helps 
curb crimes 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE ONGOING drive against sidewalk ven- 
dors in Baclaran has sent criminals in the area 
out of business. 

This is because by emptying sidewalks of 
hawkers, the Metropolitan Manila Develop- 
ment Authority (MMDA) has also dismantled 
the suspected lairs of snatchers, pickpockets 
and other criminals there. 

Police and residents agree that Baclaran 
has become safer since the MMDA demol- 
ished hundreds of stalls there early this 
month 

"These criminals lost the chaotic maze they 
had long used as a cover when the vendors 
were finally driven away” said a Pasay resi- 
dent who asked not to be named. 

“Now, I'm somehow at ease whenever 1 vis- 
it the church." 

Pasay police chief Oscar Catalan yesterday 
admitted that the Baclaran clean-up drive had 
helped local police in its campaign against 
street crimes. 

“Definitely, snatchers and pickpockets now 
have very few places to run to after a criminal 
activity," he told the Inqu 

Catalan reported that the rate of street 
crimes plunged by 23 percent since February. 

Besides the MMDA campaign, rhe decrease 
can be attributed to increased police visibility, 
intensified intelligence gathering, and 
greater participation of residents, he said. 

Catalan said police could maintain a 20- 
percent decrease if only vendors would stay 
clear of the streets and cooperate with au- 
thorities, 

“It’s common knowledge that some of them 
know who the snatchers and pickpockets 
are,” he said. "Ies just a matter of getting 
them to cooperate." 

Before the MMDA cleaned up Baclaran, the 
area was a notorious display of chaos—rowdy 
vendors ruled the streets and petty criminals 
disappeared without a trace. 
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MMDA plans to set up 
7 centers equipped with 
modern facilities to cope 


with emergencies 
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It's a special project undertaken by Green Cross, Inc. to care for and protect the health of the Filipino family. + 
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WORDS could work like magic, 
especially if these were backed by 
peso or dollar figures. 

Таке the complaints raised by 
horse owners over the sad state of 
affairs at the newly opened Car- 
mona Leisure Park in Cavite. 

After complaints were aired in 
various outlets, including this 
column, about the sorry condi- 
tions in the unfinished park, offi- 
cials of the Philippine Racing 
Commission wasted no time. 

‘They went to work and expert- 
ly killed the issue by issuing state- 
ments pointing to an otherwise 
happy state of horse racing in the 
country. 

Philracom trumpeted about 
record sales and how the horse 
racing industry is headed for 
greater heights, 


cover-up. 


You see, in journalistic par- 
lance, they call this damage 


METROBRIEFS 
Killed in Sta. Cruz 


ELECTRICIAN Gregorio Lopez, 30, of Gen. Trias 
Cavite, did not live to see Easter Sunday when the. 
motorcycle in which he was riding rammed into 
the Candon bus driven by Moises В. Pasion, of 
Candon, Ilocos Sur, in Sta. Cruz, Manila, said 
'SPO3 Enrique Principe, of the Manila Traffic Bu- 
Teau. Pasion surrendered to police after the acci- 
dent. Lopez's relative Edemel Lopez, 26, who was 
also on the motorcycle, suffered injuries and was 
brought to the Jose R. Reyes Memorial Medical 
Center, police said, Lopez was thrown off his mo- 
torcycle and landed on the concrete pavement. 
The fall crushed his head, killing him instanta- 
neously, police said 
В Philip C. Tubeza 


3 bodies fished out of bay 


THE BODIES of a man and a woman were fished 
out of the Manila Bay on Maundy Thursday and. 
Good Friday. The victims have yet to be identified, 
but police said the deaths could be related. Both 
victims were strangled to death. Their hands and 
feet were bound with wire, police said. The bod- 
ies were brought to the Popular Funeral Homes 
for safekeeping. Yesterday, the body of another 
unidentified man was found floating in the bay. 
Police said the victim was about 40 to 45 years 
old, about 5-feet tall, and clad only in his under- 
wear. Security guard Jaime Dalaga, 36, found the 
body floating in Manila Bay in Tondo at 6:30 a.m. 
yesterday. Police sald the victim had died from. 
drowning. 

Philip C. Тибета and Luisa Villarico 


Killed with a hammer 
FIDEL Ablaya Jr., 69, of Novaliches, Quezon 
City, was hammered to death while his neigh- 
bor Virgilio Astilla was stabbed during a rob- 
bery in Quezon City last Saturday. Police identi- 
fied the suspect as Danilo Apricano, 19, of 
Kaingin Road, Barangay Apolonio Samson. Не 
escaped after the killing. Police said Ablaya was. 
alone in his house at about 6 a.m. on Saturday 
when the suspect entered his home by passing. 
through the backyard. The suspect hit Ablaya in 
the head with a hammer and went inside the 
master bedroom, taking the victim's jewelry. 
But Astilla arrived just as the suspect was leav- 
ing. A scuffleensued between Astilla and the 
suspect, who managed to grab a knife and stab 
Astilla in different parts of the body. 

Agnes E. Donato 


Cabbie robbed in UP 
TAXI DRIVER Virgilio Babar, 47, of Bago Bantay, 
Quezon City was yesterday robbed by two men 
then left inside his cab's compartment. Babar told 
police that he was trapped inside the compart- 
ment for about two hours before pedestrians fi- 
nally got him out. He told police that two men 
hailed his taxi along Edsa and asked to be taken 
to the University of the Philippines campus in Dil- 
iman. But when they reached the campus, the 
men brought out their firearms and at gunpoint, 
told Babar to give them his money. The suspects 
then locked him inside the cab's compartment, 
drove the taxi and left it along Matino Street in 
Barangay Central. 

Agnes E. Donato 


Dentists protest PDA meet 
CONCERNED members of the Philippine Dental 
Association (PDA) are protesting the P5,000 fee 
required to attend the Asian Pacific Dental 
Congress and the rescheduling of the PDA annual 
convention to April 27 instead of May. The dentists 
said those who are not wiling to pay the fee would 
not be allowed to attend the convention, run for 
any position in the POA election which will e heid 
during the convention, and vote in the election. 
This violates Article V! of the PDA by-laws which 
states that the annual convention should be held in 
Мау, and Article Xil that says an active member 
who pays the P300 yearly membership ee is enti- 
‘led to vote or be voted upon, according to Dr. Jim- 
my Francisco of Malabon. 


Drug program in academe 
THE PHILIPPINE Educator Association for Crimi- 
nology Education has embarked on a comprehen- 
sive drug prevention program to fight drug abuse 
inthe academe, according to Enrique Cuadra, 
president of PEACE. He said that continuous drug 
education and detection as well as mandatory 
drug testing among its students would be part of 
‘the program, noting that future law enforcers 
‘should be drug free. PEACE has entered into 
Memorandum of Agreement with DrugCheck 
Philippines which would conduct the drug tests 
‘on the students. The signing of the MOA was 
done during the 4th National Convention/Works 
for Continuing Criminology Education and Pro- 
fessional Development last April 4 to 6 at Monte- 
vista Hotspring Resort and Conference Center in 
Pansol Calamba Laguna 


The public, naturally, readily 
bit the Philracom defense. 

Why? Because their claims 
were backed by galloping sales 
figures, hitherto unrealized in 
local horse racing annals. 

Going by the result of the 
cover-up, obviously well-fund- 
ed, it could go down as a mas- 
terpiece in public relations. 

In fact, the best that horse 
owner Fernando Carrascoso 
could do was stare at the skies 
and scratch his head. 

Yes, it was Doc Carrascoso who 
bared in this column ten days ago 
that the Carmona Leisure Park 
was far from finished. 

At best, it's only 70 percent 
complete, he complained, 


Сапазсово noted that the sta- 
bles alone were strewn with sharp 
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stones and shells like corals. 

The horse grooms themselves 
were in need of proper quarters, 
toilets. 

There were also no grass lawns, 
a necessity that could have allevi- 
ated the heat that had obviously 
led to the death of four racers. 

How much longer would it 
take before they are able to com- 
plete necessary facilities? 

Maybe another six months, but 
they have to work hard and fast, 
Carrascoso maintained. 

He said he would call on his fel- 
Jow horse owners, they would band 
together and mount a protest. 
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Sa kabila ng lah 
Sa gitna ng anumang paghamon, kapit bisig sa pagtaguyod. 
Dahil nakaukit sa ating puso 


3 METRO 
Can magic save horse racing here? 


control. Or, to be more exact, 


Well, that projected protest 
might have itself drowned out 
by the raging cover-up mount- 
ed by the Philracom. 

‘Truth is that a subsequent talk 
with another horse owner from 
Mandaluyong had more than 
confirmed Carrascoso's findings. 

This horse owner said he had 
sat with fellow horse fanciers 
who likewise groaned over the 
inhospitable conditions at the 
Carmona Leisure Park. 

So why have they been rac- 
ing at the unfinished park? 

Search me, Carrascoso an- 
swered while pointing to the. 


the Philracom were 


last Wednesday 


Taces held at the 


death of four race 


Yes, the Philippine Racing 
Commission, whose main man- 
date is to supervise, develop, 
promote and protect the horse. 
racing sport in the country. 


= 99 
at ng pagsubok, taas noo ра ring tatayo. 
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Anyway, here's the latest score. 
Last heard of, jaded managers at 


edly set to call in trusted magicians 
in the public relations industry. 
Yes, they will have to mount 
another great cover-up. 
The Manila Standard, in a 
page one story, yesterday report- 
ed that two more horses perished 


tripped and fell during separate 


Carmona Leisure Park. 
Tt was also the Manila Standard 
which brought out in the open the 


“collapsed on April Fools Day 
when the 1,400-meter facility was 
prematurely opened.” 

The latest thoroughbreds to die 
were identified as Shining Pyramid, 
which reportedly cost P350,000, 
and Best Gift, priced at P500,000. 


A 


The same report said con- 
cerned members of the horse 
racing community who wit 
nessed the twin tragedies com- 
plained that the racing surface 
from the starting gate is “sandy 
and too deep for comfort.” 

They said the layout gradually 
declines for a few meters before 
it evens out, which could be the 
reason why horses trip or fumble 
after leaving the starting gate. 

Now we heard aficionados 
demanding that the Philracom 
must be held responsible. 

There has been a demand for 
an inquiry. 

You see, the might and power 
of the Philracom is too well 
known in the horse racing in- 
dustry. 

‘What sort of magic or fiction 
will itresort to this time? 

As they say in the races and 
in the telenovelas, abangan! 
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DYSB (Bacolod) M-F 7:30 - 9:00 АМ = 


"Morning na Zamboanga”, DXRC (Zamboanga) M-F 5:00 - 8:00 AM • “Mr. Balita 2nd Portion", DXBB (Gen. Santos) M-F 6:30 - 7:00 AM 
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Gretchen: I don't do much to keep fit and beautiful 


FROM the moment she ran into mainstream. 
modelling as a teener in that orange drinks 
commercial, Gretchen Barretto has been (һе 
subject of close public scrutiny. 

The media tirelessly chronicle her rise to 
fame, her romances, her time-out from show 
biz and her comeback, and everything but ev- 
erything that she does or happens to her. 

Any discussion of Gretchen always leads to 

her stunning physical 

0 ——  attributes-her beauti- 
ful face, her flawless 

SHOWBIZ complexion and her 

TipBr fetching figure. She is 

always on the lists of 
the most beautiful 
people, the most ele- 
gant, the most stylish. 

But Gretchen will 

be the first one to dis- 
abuse you of the no- 
tion that she keeps a 
Tigorous beauty and 
fitness regimen. 
“1 really don't do much," she says. “I just. 
keep healthy by exercising regularly, sleeping 
а lot when I'm not busy and eating healthy 
food as much as I can.” 

Gretchen says she shuns alcohol and smok- 
ing. She also shies away from coffee and late- 
night outs, which she knows take a heavy toll 
onthe skin. 

Gretchen puts more premium on keeping a 
healthy body. She maintains an exercise regi- 
men not only to keep flabs away but to keep 
her body healthy. 

“A healthy body is the first step to looking 
and feeling good,” she points out. She keeps 
her body toned with 
a combination of ex- 


Ӯ 
Leah Salterio 


a lot of makeup or outrageous clothes to get 
attention.” 


Viewers increase 
VIEWERSHIP on free TV continues to in- 
crease compared with viewership on cable TY, 
according to the official AC Nielsen's Peo- 
plemeter Metro Manila viewership report as 
of March 15. 

Audience share of free TV in Metro Manila 


increased from 57 percent in November to 58 
percent in March 2003 and this increasing 
trend was noted in both Beyond Cable Hold- 
ings Inc. (BCI) and non-BCI system cable sub- 
scribers. 

The BCI systems consist of SkyCable and 
Home Cable in Metro Manila. 

This is contrary to an earlier report that the 
audience share of free TV in Metro Manila ca- 


GRETCHEN/ A30 


SEARO чанарт 
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STARSTYLE. Gretchen Barretto keeps fit in body, mind and spirit. 


THIS APRIL, 
THE JoKE 7S ом VS. 
Featuring 
April 10 
SILLY PEOPLE'S 
IMPROVISATIONAL THEATER 
April 24 
TIM TAYAG 
8pm at the Food Choices 
3rd Level Greenbelt 3 


ercise and sports 

"Lam into weight 
training, exercises to 
keep my cardiovas- 
cular system in top 
shape, jump rope, tae. 
kwon do and bad- 
minton. But whatev- 
er do, I see to it that 
ткеер my body active 
five days a week." 

Alter a week of 
working out, she 
pampers herself with 
a massage. "It relaxes 
my mind and body 
and helps те rid my- 
self of the weeks 
stress,” she says. "I al- 
5o love to simply curl 
up, read a good book 
and watch TV. Eating 
a healthy meal is part 
of my de-stressing 
regimen." 

She sustains her 
spiritual life with 
constant prayer. She 
also keeps meaning- 
ful relationships. 

Family is very im- 
portant to me be- 
cause it is my haven 
when the world 
seems to be turning 
against те) 
Gretchen says. “It is 
with my family and 
my small circle of 
friends that I can to- 
tally let my guard 
down and just be me. 
Nurturing the people 
dose to my heart 
keeps me in perspec- 
tive and helps me re- 
main grounded." 

Despite her busy 
schedule, Gretchen 
makes sure she 
spends quality time 
with her daughter 
Dominique. 

“Establishing а 
special bond be- 
tween me and my 
daughter is impor- 
tant to me,” she al- 
lows. "I make sure 
Tm with her when 
she's not in school. 
We cook or bake 
cookies ^ together 
Sometimes, we go to 
the bookstore or eat 
in a restaurant. I just 
want her to know 
that I'm there for her 
no matter what hap- 
pens.” 

For her casual get- 
ups, the actress dons 
simple, yet elegant 
clothes, like those of 
Plains and Prints, 
which she models. 

"Тат not what you 
may call a trendy 
dresser," she admits. 
“I prefer wearing 
classic and comfort- 
able clothes. 1 go for 
more interesting, yet 
understated details 
for more impact.” 

Roxanne Farillas, 
who runs Plains and 
Prints with her hus- 
band, says: 
"Gretchen isa beauti- 
ful person inside and 
our She doesn't need 


lng eer 


a is Pitta 


_Aspir 


Brilliant 
Picture clearly defined in 
astonishing colors. With a 
FUKUDA, you're sure to 
enjoy every cut and 
dissolve, every loop and 
basket, every action and 
comedy. 


Discover the unmatched 
clarity. and realism of а 
FUKUDA today. 


FUKUDA. Because you 
deserve it. 


engineering. 


Clarity. Beyond expectation, 
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Globe presents *MTV Movie Awards’ with film screenings at The Fort 


NO other awardgiv. best kiss, best action mance, best comedic, best fight and the best male perfor- 
ing body ca aim to sequence, break performance, бел muchcovered bet mance aw! ber Г МСЕ 5 PG-1 aie сата сас 
gathering the biggest through perfor- virtual performance, female performance, movie. а 
names in film and mu- ы if jr PAN 
sic under one toof and В с TT a AŽ ТА “д р 
dishing out the funni- а 3 | \ 
Е 15 ОМА 
tional live perfor- P 
mances and uncon- 
ventional categories 
as the much-awaited 
“MTV Movie Awards." 
This years event 
presented by Globe 
promises to be just as 
big, if not bigger and 
definitely more awe- 


movie 
fans can join a series 
of cool screenings 
leading to the much- 3h 
awaited awarding ^ч 7 88. COFFEE CLUB DISCUSSION ON “TITUS” 


"The single nest viel dazzling moe of he fest тірелді" 
Rerin Thomas, LOS ANGELES TIMES 


ceremonies on May р porcus ое 12 782 
31. 

Globe will also 
hold a weekly con- 
fest, wherein win- 
ners will receive MTV 


Моне Aa de mar : — НЕ KNOWS NO НЕ KNOWS NO ji 
mE ) | FEAR AYTILA NOTHING 
chance to fly to Los 2277 à Л d q 
Angeles to watch the Me А , 

awards night. e ^, 

MTV Philippines = THE SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENINGS 

and Globe executives оғ 

2 forged their partner- 
2 ship: Francis Lumen, I 
managing director, ҮН) 

МТУ Philippines; 1/01 DOWN 
Nicanor М Santiago br 

Ш, vice president, Қ 

ЕН | THE HOUSE 
opment division, и starring 


'@1оре Тёйесот, пе; | Stove Martin & Queen Latifah 
Ana D. Singson, vice 


president, corporate |М/ 7” TODAY 

+ marketing/Touch gv 

Mobile, Globe Tele- женен 

+» Шс: 4 MTRCB Rating: Parental Guidance 13 (6043) 
Gorospe, corporate |5 For screening times, 

legal affairs officer, 

Globe Telecom, Inc.; 
Bubbles Barretto, 
consultant, corporate. 
marketing, Globe Ж Strictly for 13 years of age and up 
Telecom, Inc; Aman- [me = 

do S. Reyes, senior y " 

тшер», она Э Adam Sandler, Jack Nicholson offer 
marketing, — Globe 


ce d y 1 non-stop laughs in fun, new comedy PREPARE FOR BRITISH I TELLIGENCE 


Bong Padema bus. MEZA 1 їп the No. 1 comedy in America, Adam Sandler and 


devel и di- Jack Nicholson star together for the first lime as patient 
rector, МТУ Philip- = and therapist — though at times it's hard to tell which uu = © == 


und 
реше 


pines. 3 P Ж | one is which! 

The “MTV 2003 " After a misunderstanding aboard an airplane, mild- 
Movie ^ Awards" MG mannered Dave Buznik (Sandler) 4 ordered to attend 
* screening series will || anger management sessions rum by outrageous 

kick off this May ас psychiatrist Dr. Buddy Rydell (Nicholson). 
Тһе Fort grounds. | \ Tortured by Buddy's wacky and abrasive 
eps ghee df confrontational methods, Dave must decide whether to 
orsforbeston-screen |Б crawl back into his shell or stand up for himself, and 
Was. tee WI | keep his gir (Marisa Tomei) long the way. 

With surprise appearances by top celebrities. 


Gretchen... помня OPENS APRIL 23! e 
From page A29 = 

bled homes declined 
as of March 15, 2003 
relative to November 
2002 and that the de- 
crease was more pro- 
nounced among non- 
BCI system sub- 
scribers. 

Cable channel 
viewership, mean- 
while, decreased 
from 43 percent in 
November 2002 to 

242 percent in March 
+ 2003. The increasing 
hare of free TV 
among cabled bomes 
"and the decreasing 
share of cable chan- 
nels do not support 
z ап earlier claim that 
cabled homes have 
been switching from 
free TV to cable chan- 
els during the peri- 
od cited, according to 
GMA Network Inc. 
which questioned the 
basis for the report 
on the trends in TV 
viewing. 

GMA pointed out 
that official statisties 
from AC Nielsen indi- 
cate a different trend 
from what was re- 
ported in the media. 

Referring to the re- 
sults of the survey 

conducted among 
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LIE YOUR LIEE.I& n 
GMA 7 said several г STRICTLY INVITATIONAL 

flaws in the analysis ON: THE LINE 


and tests of signifi- 2 
cance can be noted, Ш LT T ЗИ ETE cas EON CUNT МЕ HS ЕНІ E à 
which it said would EOT MM Y 

render their conclu- ЕЗІ ТЕТІ "UI m] „o 1 4 

sions regarding ча 

GMAs signal among 

шиеле | NOW SHOWIN G > PCI 


tianabhle RATING 


~~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER =m m 


ы с. ENTERTAINMENT . 
Tern a Second chances 


showin RECENT development on the lo- risque antics and language, and Johnny Manahan. 
cal show biz scene reveal that left to stew and atone in the dark Aside from vocal quality, 
some of its denizens, as well as for many months, before being VIEWFINDER Judges grade contestants on point. 


members of the audience, can Бе brought back to the tube by way of stage presence, dancing ability 
terribly unforgiving of entertain- of two TV shows. and how they work with other 
ers who have “made mistakes” Willie is doing much better new talents, as well as with some 
and are trying to grab atasecond now as а TV host, minding his guest performers. They should al- 
chance at success. manners and keeping within the so be versatile enough to do jus- 


Take TV host Willie Revillame, limits ofbehavior deemed accept- the genuineness of his “conver- tice to both ballads and fast 
OSTEAN aO A ЦЕО who was kicked out of "Maga- able on daytime television. And sion” and his worthiness of the songs, and to come across as total 
ҒЫДА ЫДЫ АА dang Tanghali, Bayan” for his yet, people continue to question second chance that Channel2has performers. 
ГЕСТКЕКЕТТКТТТТКТЕКЕКЕЕТІ 


given him. To make the arduous search 
IUSTI Some people also look askance process worth their while, contes- 
Ма MA | at some sexy stars’ attempts to tants can win a cool P1 million as 
FOR QUIRES & RESERVATION, PLS. CALL 721-6726 OR 721-0635 make the transition to “dramatic” top prize, plus a recording con- 
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pese popularity in show 
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To aid in this crusade, he founded a school for gifted youngsters where young mutants 
‘secretly learn tb control their amazing powers. " 


CINEMA-S sy АТАБАСА, 
[CNEMA-Dmouvoomu] ОЮ 
CINEMA-T1rs005) COLE 
TINEMA-T2 WERE 
CINEMA-T4 [x 
СМЕМА 157 ТЯНЕТ 


CINEMA 
CINEMAS П 
NECINEMAGIC- CABANATUAN 


ХРАНАНАООЕ) 
CINÈMA: 


a gus мутшо 
CATCH THEM IN THEATRES SOON CINEMA FT) 


MONDAY, APRIL 21, 2003 


E-mail: pr entertainmentGinquirer.com ph 


Editor Louie C. Camino 


Experience maximum fun with 
Dream Zone's wide selection 

of new video machines, exciting 
redemption games, top-of-the-line 
redemption booths, computer 
network games, kiddie rides. 


thril fun rides, and a lot more! 


SECRET AGENT. Collin Farrel is the nerdy recruit. SPY TEACHER. Al Pacino fleshes out a thin character. 


‘The Recruit’ passes 
the test, barely 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit organization's prospective new barely halfway through the film, 
Contributor agents. Played by Al Pacino, the depending on your skepticism. 
weathered mentor smoothly as- 10 pretty standard spy-versus- 
“EVERYTHING is a test.” sesses the bright men and women spy fare. It doesn't bother itself 
‘That is what Central Intelligence Agency who may comprise the latest with too many sensible plot reso- 
recruiter Walter Burke constantly reminds ће batch of covert operatives. One of lutions, as the many twists and 
н James Clayton turns often turn out to 
(Colin Farrell), looks sige be safe and customai 
uptohimassomesot REVIEW devices. b 
of paternal figure, ‘A formulaic route is 
Баве lost his real father іп ап taken, where a novice gets assim- 
7 version, except") undisclosed CIA mission 13 years ilated into (and is changed by) 
thing's getting a better vers ago. the system, and discovers m 
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Every! 


Maybe you're the one you. Don't be left out and ре rendered A high-level computer pro- (again, all together now) "noth- 


obsolete. Acquire new skills and make yourself grammer by day and а bartender їп is what it seems,” He learns 


who needs an upgrade. м I Le eerie 


i innocence the hard way and, of 
Announcing NIIT's Post-Graduate Programs in ІТ our Post-Graduate Programs in IT. Build on the truth about his father and to course, emerges a better man for 
work skills by training in the pursue a career that appeals to it. A 

your current ~ his adventurism. Held together by Pacino and 

latest technology and IT industry iu Isolated іп 7 еи Farrell's a “The Re- 
ternational 4 training camp called "The Farm,” cruit” moves quite nicely in man 

After which, you can have an in 05 Clayton and his fellow potential parts, assuming you don't give 8, 

a consultant, designer, agents undergo rigorous physi- bobbing flaws too much atten- 

or project manager. 5 са, intellectual, and psychologi- tion. Pacino has been good at 

cal tests. The ones fortunate and  fleshing out the thinnest charac- 

skilled enough to pass ће prelim- ters, and his Walter Burke is по 

Enroll now, and you'll be surprised at what inary tests are given more diffi- exception. Sure, the character 

sion can achieve. cult challenges that may make or has got a cryptic past and knows a 

your newer ver break their future in the group. lot more connections than is hu- 

D T€ trained in using an manly possible, but Pacino man- 

а arsenal of James Bond gadgetry. ages to give Burke a dash of pep- 

2 S: e Clayton. pered-up real- 

shows а weak- 105 pretty standard im. His сат. 


mess for a co- ness under pres- 
trainee, ` Layla SDy-VerSus-Spy sure and insom- 


(Bridget Moyna- ; nie-driven 
Мав) oy Беш fare. It doesn't monotone 


emotionally at bother itself with ену Mole 
BE ee too many sensible to "n 
to be а deter я twitchy newbie. 
mined young plotresolutions, aS ^ rael, ail 


woman whos ; scruffy and en- 
пос beyond ex. the many twists dearing, plays a 
ploiting his computer nerd. 
жа уе and turns often Thats a bit of a 
chivalry, she turn out to Бе safe stretch, but Far- 
dupes him as rel is one of 
part of an as- and customary those rare types 
signed — mind С blessed — with 
ure асы: СЕУІСЕЗ screen charisma 
ing to be a and natural tal- 
damsel in distress at a local bar, ent He makes it real, even when 
He gets even by humiliating her he's relegated to looking worried 
when he gets to question her dur- and agape half the time. He's got 
ing alie-detection cross-examina- chemistry with Moynahan, who's 
tion the day after. more than just a plot device with 
It’s sexual tension at its most legs, fortunately. 
obvious, made more complicated Good spy stories have been 
by dangerous revelations. Layla thriving on TV lately. Now, "24" is 
might be а mole, sent by uniden- а compelling one, with its fidgety 
tified enemies to determine the world of super-spies and double 
САЗ well-kept secrets agents. Why only 12 out of the 
‘Through subterfuge and de- supposed 24 episodes were re- 
ception, Clayton and Layla man- peatedly shown locally is any- 
age to get it on, resuming their one's guess, but that was ground- 
‘work roles after а respite of pas- breaking espionage fiction. 
sion. Whether they feel remorse There's also "Alias," to а much 
or guilt is often irrelevant, as the lesser extent. 
bigger task at hand requires undi- But these are serials, and it can 
vided attention. Planting hi-tech be argued that one can do only so. 
bugs on each other becomes pro- much within the space of a 
cedure for the manipulative pair, movie's m anda ш bu зо, 
-3000 + es а role-playing game with off every weekly jaunt feels like a 
For Inquires call Makati Tel. No.: 830-3000 + Taft Ave Tel. No.: 405-0018 accen Dra (HE Rae Rin Hr Кесе мека 
"The Recruit" plays with regu- guessing and hooked. 
lar truisms that Keep getting said “Тһе Recruit” is almost devoid 
. ү я іп every conspiracy flick or ТУ of humor, but it does try to be 
Tel. No.: 689-1189. E-mail: info@nill.com.ph or visit: www.nill.com Learn how the world is doing IT program. Paranoid lines like clever There will be a few dan- 
D “Nothing is what it seems" ог gling plot lines but by then, опе 
Over 2.500 branches globally*Operations in 36 countrles"Qualily assessed at mo ePLDT “Don't get caught” get bandied to would be too anesthetized to 


SEI-CMM level 5 and 180 8001*Microsolt's Best Training Partner “Globs! [фрун cms]... Орт death in this movie, as if it were care. 


ubalingusty Pannor e TEE trying very hard to convince itself Everything is a test, and this 
сані include Citibank, Sony, IBM, НР, Microsoft and Sun Microsystems | ChbutInqwty Pannor зо ay Pam Sin m ые: Those annoying particular one, While undesert 


lines aside, it possesses a simple ing of flying colors, is pretty aver- 
plot that reveals its ordinariness age. It passes, but only barely. 
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3M JOBS FOR INDUSTRIAL PEACE 
Business seeks 10-year strike ban 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


IN THE face of rising unemployment 
and labor activism, the Federation of 
Filipino Chinese Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry Inc. has commit- 
ted to create three million jobs in the 
next 12 to 24 months in exchange for 
a government ban on strikes nation- 
wide for at least 10 years. 

FFCCCI president Robin Sy said that most 
FFCCCI members have held back their expan- 
sion plans or kept their operations to a man- 
ageable size for fear that a labor strike could 
lead to costly work stoppage ог push them to 
a premature closure. 

Sy said that a strike moratorium would 
encourage their members to invest in new 
ventures or expand their existing opera- | 
tions to create more jobs because they } 
would be assured of а peaceful labor front Ё О; 12 
for at least 10 years. He said companies Ў 
would be more willing to take in employees 


as regulars rather than on a per contract ba- ЖҰ 47, 4r 
sis. UU 4 Gi 


He said a similar strike ban adopted by for- 
mer Cavite Gov. Juanito Remulla made the 
province among the preferred sites of indus- 
trial firms in the 1980s through the 1990s. 
Sy said that based on discussions with FFC- 
CCI members, the group had promised to 
generate three million jobs in the manufac- 
turing and services sector under a no-strike 
environment. 
Тһе country posted an 11.4-percentunem- | 
ployment rate last year, the highest since е ; The 28-storey One Gateway Piace Is strategically located along EDSA comer 
дне Магы чеп o EE | Pioneer Street in Mandaluyong City right between „Makati and Ortigas. its 
ipinos were jobless due tn lack of opportuni- proximity to the MRT Boni Station and the city’s major roadways makes Опе 
ties arising from a sluggish business environ- h : 
Si ы еза ерк OE CHE Gateway Place'scentrallocation even more unique and practical. 
BUSINESS/Bé 
forget about traffic and pollution. Forget about parking. Because nothing beats the 
SRONEORS comfort of living in a city within a city. Right beside One Gateway Place is the New 
N DEES Robinsons Mall (currently under construction) where a complete line of products Ч 2 
CURRENCIES and services are avallable for residents to enjoy such as: Big R Supercenter, ын 4Supercenter 
Handyman, Robinsons Department Store, Robinsons Movieworld and numerous pev m ^ 
trendy micro retail shops; artiong others. > X nach 


So stroll leisurely at the Mall, Relax and unwind. Let go of hurry, anxiety, pressure 
and worry. There's no need to rush home. With One Gateway Place, home is just a. 
minute away. 
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Stocks seen firming up 


AFTER a long Lenten break, the stock mar- 
ket is seen to firm up this week in anticipa- 
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results and the end of the war in Iraq. 
Although the market was nearing over- 
bought levels, most traders said there was а 
stil some room tor local stocks to moveup. | 2% Жо es = ыты 
"Despite the market's decline this week, E OTHER PROJECTS: TM 
the upward momentum remains intact as wees бап 4 Lorem порн PLACE RESIDENCES Gomme 
the support level (1,100 points) has yet to epee? посака ews uen t зат 
а я 10 -c 5 ны ны 
"We expect accumulation to resume next : ЕУІ piunt 
week, with an initial index target of 1,167," t я Mas Ё tind 
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change composite index closed at 1,122.33 В ] yee рона ыра ед CORPORATION 
оп Wednesday, almost flat week-on-week. ты Эге Robinson; Equitable Tower 
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ByClarssaS.Batino wave of mergers Merging banks Reyes said that mon- reviewing the recom- 
=e among banks, the witha resulting сарі etary authorities mendations to see if 
enol то encourage anew Bangko Sentral ng tal adequacy ratio of would like to veer we can further fine- 

Pilipinas is preparing atleast 6percentand away from incentives tune the list,” said the 
өлен incentive pack that will meet ere that merely provide deputy governor. Не 
age,thatwilllielyin- quired minimum regulatory relief. added new incen- 

BE A DnD FRANCHISEE ure Been шы шлш шыш ло. 

опа сайып on our 11 year track record of profits. ofthe moratorium on will be allowed to have losttheir appeal merged institution to 
bankbranching. avail themselves of like the exemption put up branches 


* 2 BSP Deputy Gov- the incentives. Partic- from the 20- and 30- would be subject to 
Turn-key franchises starts as low as P350,000" wb Fronchiees пе ahol ernor Alberto Reyes ipating banks should percent ownership certain restrictions, 


ж applicable for a 2 sqm. cart Баалга кеа, GP" said the policy-mak- also prove that their ceilingmaynolonger For instance, before 
Cart, Kiosk and Restaurant sites also available ing Monetary Board consolidation will те- be included in the а merged bank is al- 


te aD ICANT й "would likely release sult in а more viable mew package, said a lowed to put up new 
В PRIME PACFICCORPORATON | _1o.:721.96951098 | Fox: 7224761 | emali: ppe accigavosacom ) d soon new guidelines financial institution. BSP source. basin аз шры 


оп incentives for ^ Whilebranchingis “The Monetary quired to have a capi- 
mergers and acquisi- a likely addition to Board wants real in- tal adequacy ratio of 


This announcement appears as a matter of record only ас this list of incentives, = келіндер ю ме are jal eas 10 percent. 
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expansion of its as- 
sembly factory in the 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT Philippines. 
Improving critical thinking skills for organizational success. HPI — consultant 
Mateo Ocenar said 
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Most Extensive Car-Dealer Tie-ups. 2% organizations move up the knowledge ladder, from. Ocenar said Hon- 
Casa Repair Sei to damaged vehicles Up to 12 years of age understanding to skills, from capability to competence, da had to boost its ca- 
Presence of Technical Personnel In-charge of ‘and finally, to proficiency їп the critical thinking skills that || “pacity to maintain its 
Repair Valuation (Engineers and Auto Mechanics) 98 оге essential to competitive advantage. Kepner-Tregoe. dominance in the 
Off-office Hours Assistance by Branch Heads and Adjusters Over 100 processes work accross functions, employee levels, and Philippine market. 
cultural and geographic boundaries, enabling The industry is ex- 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT: organizations to achieve thelr business objectives. These. ae to ro the 1 
E INDU! processes, individually or in combination, are transferred || million-unit.sales 
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CHE the Мел Ано customized fo meet specific organizational needs. years and Honda has 
to produce half a mil- 
MAJOR CLIENTS: * ANALYTIC Trouste SHOOTING: problem solving skills to. lion units a year to 
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LA TONDENA DISTILLERIES,INC. PUREFOODS CORPORATION "меин В in market standings. ; 
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Asian virus 


THE ELECTION of Insular Life's Vicente Ayl- 
lon as chair of the financially struggling Asian 
Hospital has been ruled illegal by the 
‘Muntinlupa Regional Trial Court. 

In issuing the pre-Holy Week ruling, Judge 
Alberto Lerma also said that ex-banker Evelyn 
Singson should be reinstated as director of 
Asian Hospital to reclaim the board seat now 
being occupied by Ayllon. 
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COCKTALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


AX REPAIR 


in Fax Repair Service, 


Our excellence in quality 
fax repair service is proven. 
We've hit the 30,000 mark! 
We also | 

repair & 


© Panasonic EPSON SHARP ORI XEROX 

SANYO ИОП «ДП? brother (д canon 
|Main Oice: oer Ds uti. Bi 
cnn C Nn: TUTTA 
Makati Ой. 3A Due i feu тп Co Race jm. 


monitors, 
printers & 
other 
office 


"Ayllon's lawyers are expected to appeal the 
decision. 

‘Singson was ousted as chair of the Alabang 
medical facility during the annual stockhold- 
ers’ meeting held in October, and was origi- 
nally replaced Бу  businessman-golfer 
Léonides Gonzales. 

Singson sued and the court upheld her 
claim that Gonzales, whom the group of med- 
ical director Jorge Garcia initially supported 
because Gonzales represented telecom heir 
Antonio Cojuangco, did not even have a sin- 
gle shareholding in his name. 

Gonzales later resigned and was replaced 
by Ayllon after the group of Garcia finally re- 
jected Cojuangco's financial terms in favor of 

COCKTALES| Bà 
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Lets 
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We offer world-class 
tax repair & we o sure 
по one eise can compare 
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Wih TeleEye , you can ше anywhere and anytime. 
Dial in and monitor your business remotely! 


* Beware of copycats. 
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NEC | SANYO | XEROX 


FIRST COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES i 
Unit 21 Valero Plaza, 124 Valero St., 
Salcedo Village. Makati City 


Tel 818-4501 + 819-0024 812-6212 817-9527 
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Fasten your seatbelt and experience 
«За journey you wouldn't want to end. 
The new Toyota REVO VX200. 
т With state-of-the-art VCD Audio-Video System - 
Ж for ап entertaining, pleasurable ride and drive. 
Г "Truly, it's no less than a first class journey = 
x and it's now possible, 
with the new Toyota REVO VX200. 
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Dual Monitor VCD 


* Backup Sensors 
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Cuber-shot 


With purchase of any Cybershot model, 
you are entitled to avail the HP PhotoSmart 
Printer at 20% off.* 


Get free Sony accessories 
and a chance to win а 

trip for 2 to Boracay for free** 
in the Sony Summer 

Shots promo 


BEFORE: 8,055 
NOW: 6,400 


HP PhotoSmart 130 


Capture fantastically vivid and amazingly 
vibrant images with Sony's full range of 
Cybershot digital cameras and save them onto 
the Memory Stick. And what better way to 
revel in your candid photo moments, than to 
print them out on with the HP Photosmart 120 
{for Instant tun and laughter. 


* Promo в бот March 12 unti May 31, 2003 
Por DT-NCA Permit No 0519. Sortes of 2003 
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Boomer PhP 12,860. Queen Size Bed 
Sofa Bedin Fabric Upholstery |, 
кз гҮ 


CP1035 PhP 52860 
3Door Wardrobe 
Cabinet 


HAM PhP 3,000 
‘Microwave Rack | UD4003 
PhP 17,150 

Dining Table 


Tiffany PhP 12,860 
Dining Table for 6 


HACDOSS/OSB Pn? 2.580. 
==” Сотту Chair with Foot stool 
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YCHEAD 


TUTORIAL & REVIEW 


"Learn, Trade and Profit" 
How to make Profits in today's Markets 


а ic secs 


You are invited to a One Hour presentation on 
HOW TO MANAGE YOUR OWN INVESTMENTS 
USING TECHNICAL ANALYSIS 
IN TODAY'S MARKETS 


APRIL 28, 2003 (MONDAY) @ 6PM 


COLUMBUS ROOM 42nd Floor DISCOVERY SUITES 
ADB AVENUE ORTIGAS CENTER 
[ONLY 50 AVAILABLE SEATS | 
For Inquiries and reservations, 
please call ROCHELLE, NINA or GLENDA 887.0786 
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Aklan 
со-ор 
gains 
cited 


ENERGY Secretary 
Vincent Perez said 
the turnaround post- 
ed by the Aklan Elec- 
tic Cooperative 
(AKELCO) was ex- 
pected to further 
boost the growth of 
business in the 
province, particular- 
ly the tourism indus- 
пу in the resort is- 
land of Boracay. 

Perez made the 
statement as AKEL- 
CO marked the first 
year of the imple- 
mentation of its mas- 
sive rehabilitation 
and efficiency pro- 
gram aimed at saving 
its then floundering 
operations. 

In March last year, 
the National Power 
Corp. was forced ќо 
disconnect is ser- 
vices to the province 
following AKELCO's 
failure to pay some 
P135 million in obli- 
gations. The National 
Electrification Ad- 
ministration (NEA) 
took over the cooper- 
ative on April 22 last 
year, after which a 
mew management 
was installed. 

The cooperative's 
payables to Napocor 
has since been 
trimmed down to 
PSO million. Perez 
noted that following 
the turnaround, 
some P10 million in 
new investments had 
flowed into Boracay. 

Efficient and reli- 
able power supply 
encourages the en- 
try of new business, 
Perez said noting 
the significant im- 
provement in AKEL- 
CO's performance 
indicators. Fr. Fran- 
cisco Silva, NEA ad- 
ministrator, report- 
ed that the co-op's 
collection efficiency 
had substantially 
improved from 78 
percent to 98 per- 
cent while system's 
loss had dropped 
significantly Кот 
224 percent to 


More Items to choose from! 


~ AMBIANCE ONE -АМВІАМСЕ ONE АМВІАМСЕ ONE AMBIANCE ONE sa AMBIANCE 


PER DTHNCR PERMIT # 0923-5865 OF 2003, 


Choose ап item from BOX А 
& another item from BOX B 
& get 20% DISCOUNT 


for both 


Offer good for cash purchases only. 


з5н522 
PhP 1,930 


PhP 3,860 
Microwave , 
Rack 


531019 PhP 2,150 


+ Display Rack 


531002 PhP 2430. 


Ph 
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Magazine Rack 


Helsinki Phe 4,825 
2 Seater Sofa with 2 Throw Pillow 


Festival Mall, Alabang 


16.49 percent. 
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AMBIANCE ONE 


AMBIANCE ONE 


Fil-Invest Branch 


Tel 850-3746 


Sta. Lucia Branch 
Sta. Lucia East 
Grand Mall 
Tel 681-0411 


Cubao Branch 
P. Tuazon Cubao QC 
Tel 437-6770. 


"AMBIANCE ONE. «AMBIANCE ОМЕ AMBIANCE ONE 


Target Mall Branch 
Sta. Rosa Laguna 
Tel 699-2319 


Ortigas Branch 

AIC Gold Tower 

Ortigas Center 
Tol 637-6422 
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НЕГ Maybank BUILD, SUSTAIN AND GROW YOUR 


MAYBANK GROUP INTERIM NET PROFIT 
te fom нома | MAYBANK GROUP INTERIM, OWN DIRECT SELLING BUSINESS 


countries are set to go M 2 Join the 

down to 5 percent by The Maybank Group With more than US$40 Ц 

next year recently announced 182% bilion of group, assets, CERTIFICATE COURSE IN DIRECT SELLING and 
9 а the [increase in net рой of Maybankisoneofthetop20 | | 

company would fs | USS236 milion for the six banks in Asia and ranked NETWORK MARKETING 

sell its hectare |Months ended 31 among ће top 130 banks in May 8-9, 2003 


i December 2002, from  theworld. Waldo Perfecto Room, De La Sall jh L 
propery in Мешап | 055198 million іп the ^ Maysenks international Э esi: сш иы 


| previous corresponding presence spans more than . Presented by : 
rims e 50- | period. Net profit for quarter 10 countries worldwide, ED DE LA SALLE UNIVERSIT 
tee dr either Calan | October-December 2002 including major financial paa че" апа 

- Jalso surged 37.8% to centers such as New York psat 
baorSta. Rosa, Lagu- | 055138 million comparedto and London. In the DIRECT SELLING ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILS. 
na, Ocenar said Hon- |US$100 million in the Philippines, Maybank - a 
da's Bicutan factory | corresponding quarter lest 100% foreign-owned bank, — ay 


has been operating at_| year. Group profit before tax maintains an extensive и IR) насы En 

full capacity and the | for the six months rose 2.5% branch network, second only E атыр А Puedes 

area has very little |to US$326 million from tothe parent bank's network Families Carlos Maglutac, Lecturer, Marketing бері. DLSU 

roomforexpansion. | US$318 million previously in Malaysia. It started its Director, Sales and Marketing, Plimap Travel and 
Honda remains | while that forthe quarterrose operations in the Philippines EM NAE NGC ENERGIE ЕЕ Leisure Magazine 

upbeat оп the |5.596to USSi83millionfrom in 1997 as a commercial D MEN ANA DER. chee mah жашайын. 

prospects of the |US$174 million previously. bank. Maybank is strongly College of Business and Economics, DLSU Recruiting Skills. 

Philippine motorcy- | The Maybank Group is the committed to its Philippine Josie Medina, Intemational Field Vice-President 

cle market even | Diggest banking group in operations striving to deliver 8:50-9:10 a.m, Symmetry Phils, Inc. 

though the country | Malaysia, leading the  awiderspectrum of financial Heri dit ста E 
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Sustaining Your Distributorship Business ^ 


Volume: Lessons from Direct Selling Warriors 
10:30-12:00 по 


How to Handle Your Finances 1:30-3:00 p.m. 

Rene Hapitan, Coordinator for Master 

of Science in Financial Engineering Erle Lee, Diamond Direct, 
College of Business and Economics, DLSU Amway Phils., LLC. 


Multi-awarded business software packages 
that grow with your business,, — 
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i Manuel Recto, Chief Finance Officer Marivic Go, Distributor, Tupperware Phils, Inc. 
1 Sara Lee Direct Selling-Phils. 
i 3:30-5:00 p.m. 
Starting Your Distributor Business: A Growing Your Business 
Self-Assessment Christina Boyd, Independent Executive Sales 
1 Director, Mary Kay Phils, nc. 
П 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
i Vision, Mission, Goals and Values Criselda Medalla, Diamond Executive. 
1 Emil Quinto, Managing Director. Nu Skin Phils, Inc 
1 Nikken Phils, Inc. 
П 5:00-6:00 p.m, 
E s Growing Your Distributor Business: Choosing the Right Products and Legitimate 
Continuous Business and Relationship. Network Marketing Company 
MYOB Accounting MYOB Premier MYOB Retail Manager PHILIPPINE Payroll Pro 1 Building Efforts Josiah Go, Author, "The Direct Selling 
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4:00-5:00 p.m. President and General Manager, Waters 
Soles Strategies and Techniques Philippines 

Dr. Leonardo Garcia h 

Director, CBE Graduate Studies, DLSU 


Гімуов acounting Гімуов палаи manager sa CBE Graduate занен DLSU 


Пімүов Premier 
Name: 


Company: ‘Course Fee: PhP3500 (for DSAP members), PhP3800 (for non-members) 


Avail of early registration rates until APRIL 25 (PhP3200 for DSAP members, PhP3500 for non-members) 


Address: 


HURRY! LIMITED SLOTS ONLY. 
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TUNGSTEN 


Kyocera Mita has perfected the Art of Saving with the Ecosys laser 
printer line to give you excellent performance coupled with the best 
Total Cost of Ownership against any other printer in its class. 


Print More. Save Mere. 


rea Дари 


Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) 
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{oct Pain accessories тайа sure you get even more out of your Pale Tungsten Thandie 
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The 10 Commandments, Part 1 


‘THIS is a rewrite of an article I did 14 months 
ago, but it has been revised, updated and 
written without the jokes. This seems a good 
time to republish it because the market is 
showing more activity than it has done for a 
year and, during this period, there will be 
many new readers. The first three command- 
‘ments are the most important and the fourth 
cannot happen if you follow the second. It is 
based on my 50 years of experience in the 
stock exchange, plus the writings of Jack 
‘Schwager in “Market Wizards.” 


[IE 


THLE intu, tna, JA, 
ЕТС 


FRANCISCO V. DEL ROSARIO 
HOLDINGS, INC- 

вузе GOLF 2 COUNTRY CLUB SHARES. 
ASOF APRI 2223 


рама coun сив. 

оло союп cue 

озивна GF CU 

ЕСІ 

санат он cus 

Sia ясе к 

a CXF Сиона) 

porum 

Masi SCUOODS V 

Maa воно 5. 

Шешіп errs ия -e 

нине салмын 

ам cry seo Cu ах 

RUN ооу сша к peaca 

Su RDA GOF ця. pama el 

яй ави CAE сив. жыш 

Würvee c ша 

or ae hes eran, рожа cit 
‘ust LESSORS PLAYING ITS 
pe 


NE MAGAT SONEL PIGA REY CUEVAS ROM ABARO 
Tib DSR ESTE PL ISI Far: тізді: 
EMAL ADDRESS fwo somon 


EIE 


MR. BEARBULL 


Ron Natban 


Tst Commandment—NEVER GO AGAINST 
‘THE TREND 

This is very simple to understand. When 
the market is going down, which it has been 
doing most of the time since Jan. 9, 1997, 
with occasional rallies, STAY OUT. From 
April 2002 to end-March 2003, foreign bro- 
kers who dominate our market have been net 
sellers almost every day. For a chart on this, 
click on Tsupitero.com. They only turned net 
buyers a few weeks ago and caused the 
Phisix to rally from 985 to 1,133 after local 
brokers decided to follow their lead. There is 
no point in trying to fight Merrill Lynch or 
UBS-Warburg. You are hopelessly outgunned 
and cannot win, so the first thing you have to 
do is to get the daily analysis of the foreign 
buying and selling, stock by stock. You can 
get this from the PSE, your broker or me. 
Staying out of the market requires enormous 
discipline and can be very boring, but it is es- 
sential if you wish to be a successful investor. 
In 2002, I was out of the market 95 percent 
of the time, but my modest portfolio grew 37 
percent, while the Phisix fell 13 percent and 
that enabled me to beat the index by 50 per- 
cent. Patience and discipline are essential re- 
quirements. 


2nd Commandment—KNOW THE SUPPORT 
AND RESISTANCE LEVELS 

Get the support and resistance levels of ev- 
ery stock you follow, particularly the leaders. 
This is only necessary if you intend to be a 
short-term trader, but I don't believe in the 
Jong term. Investors who went into the таг 
ket six years ago are still losing 66 percent of 
their money using the Phisix as a guide. It is 
exactly a third of the 3,440 level it reached in 
January 1997. Investors who jumped into the 
Nasdaq at the top in 2000 have lost 73 per- 
cent of their money and some tech stocks 
have fallen by up to 95 percent or gone 
bankrupt. And this does not allow for infia- 
tion. The actual loss is much higher. 

Place your BUY orders close to the last sup- 
port level and your selling orders close to the 
last resistance level, but only if the last sup- 
port level is higher than the preceding one, 
otherwise the conditions do not satisfy the 
conditions of the 1t Commandment, which is 
the most important. You might be able to get 
this from your broker, you can draw yvur own 
charts or I can supply the data. If the support 
level is broken, you must get out IMMEDIATE- 
1X: if the resistance level is broken, you can 
BUY on the breakout or wait for a pullback, 
depending on how much it has risen above its 
support. If you have а computer and the nec- 
essary software, you have a tremendous ad- 
vantage over the ordinary investor. For one 
thing, you can see the support and resistance 
levels ata glance, and you can employ various 


3rd Commandment—YOU MUST USE STOP 
LOSSES 

Look at your portfolio. I bet you have some 
huge losses simply because you couldn't bear 
to cut a small loss. This is an insurance policy 
that will sometimes backfire, but you MUST 
do it. Fix your stop loss at 5 percent, 10 per- 
cent, 15 percent, 20 percent, whatever your 
risk tolerance is. But calculate it mentally and 
if the stop loss is hit, SELL without a second 
thought. Small losses are irritating, but they 
do not ineapacitate you; large losses kill you. 
If you sell a stock, which has fallen 75 per- 
cent, the reinvestment proceeds have to go up. 
300 percent just to recover your initial invest- 
ment, and that does not include expenses. If 
you are not prepared to abandon your ego 
and take small losses, DO NOT TRADE THE 
STOCK MARKET because you will be a sure 
loser 

This was the one factor that all consistently 
successful traders had in common. They came 
from all walks of life, had diverse educational 
backgrounds and dealt in futures, currencies, 
commodities and stocks. They came in all 
shapes and sizes, there were technical ana- 
уыз, fundamental analysts, economists, 
statisticians, while others just traded using 
their gut feel. But every one followed the 
same principle. Hold your winners until they 
run out of momentum and their moving aver- 
ages start to roll over. Cut your losses immedi- 
ately or sooner. Remember POP COLA. It 
stands for: 


Prolong 
Our 
Profits 


Cut 
Our 

Losses 
Aggressively 


Unfortunately, most investors do exactly 
the opposite. They sell their winners too early 
(Lam guilty of this myself) and they hold on to 
their losses, watching them disintegrate (Not 
guilty). Iris extraordinarily difficult to change 
the habits ofa lifetime, but itis essential ifyou 
want to be one of the 10 percent successful 
players. Ninety percent of investors lose mon- 
еу, but you can be one of the winners only if 
you are willing to change your trading meth- 
ods, (To be continued.) 


POSTSCRIPT 

Т live in а predominantly Catholic area, 
close to a church. During the Lenten season, 
one man who is a Christian but not Catholic, 
barbecues his steaks on Fridays when every- 
one else is eating fish. Eventually, the neigh- 
bors got fed up with this and persuaded him 
to become a Catholic. He was hauled off to 
the Church, baptized and made to take his 
Vows. A year later, іп the Lenten season, he 
was again barbecuing his steaks every Friday. 
The neighbors formed into а menacing group, 
but as they approached him, they saw him 
pouring water over the steaks, saying: "You 
"Were born a cow, you were raised as a cow, but 
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Equivalent 


1.000000 
0.008307 


50000 

555000 

51000 
Га 


300 
тї 
50000 


зо 
379000 


4250800 
2000 
310000 
100 
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10000000 
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Equivalent 
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United Kingdom 1460774 
Hongkong 0119040 
Switzeriand 0.867879 
Canada 1638571 
Singapore 0521437 
Australia 0.560301 
Bahrain 2462846 
Saudi Arabia 0.247585 
Brunel 0.519977 
Indonesia 0000105 
Thailand 9001646 
UAE 0.252788 
1.000000 
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1107100; 
13802900 
4.928900 
28.686100 


indicators, which tell you when the stock is 


now youre a fish.” (mrbearbull@hot- 
overbought or oversold. 
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Standard Insurance 
to push IPO in Q3 


By Doris C. Dumlao value turnover to all-time lows. 
| The company recorded a paid-up capital of 
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situs at www.ggaclupshares.com 


LEADING car insurer Standard Insurance Co. 
Inc. said it would push through with an initial 
public offering involving 20 percent of its 
shares in the third quarter, when it expects 
stock market conditions to improve. 

Ina statement, Standard Insurance, a com- 
pany owned by the Echauz family, reported а 
25-percent growth in net income to P111 mil- 
Jion last year from the year-ago level on the 
back of a 21-percent expansion in net premi- 
um toP1.1 billion. 

As part of its capital build-up program, the 
company said it would raise its authorized 
capital to P1 billion and its paid-up capital to 
P600 million before the end of June this year. 

“Market conditions permitting, it shall fur- 
ther increase its capital to finance the expan- 
sion, as well as new retail lines, through an 
initial public offering of 20 percent of new 
shares by the third quarter also this year,” the 
company said. 

Standard Insurance has been preparing to 
debut in the stock exchange for the past few 
years, but its plans have been derailed by poor 
Stock market conditions marked by a drop in 


P500 million, a net worth of P941 million and 
total assets of P1.8 billion last year. 

Its net operating income after general ex- 
penses but before investment, other income, 
interest and taxes grew 13 percent to P164 
million, sustaining its highly profitable insur- 
ance operations. 

"Although among the top five local non-life 
insurance companies in terms of net pre 
‘ums, its retained premiums net of reinsurance 
premiums at P1.08 billion could make it the 
highest in the industry,” the company said. 

Standard Insurance also continues to have 
the lowest claims payable among big players 
at P9 million out of the total claims or losses 
paid for the year at PS22 million. This is 
equivalent to a backlog of five working days, 
which the company cites as proof of its effi 
cient claims settlement process. 

Its liability to its international reinsurers 
under its excess of loss programs for both fire 
and marine remains to be the lowest among 
the bigger companies at P4.2 million, repre- 
senting the remaining last quarter installment 
for the programs rencwed on April 1. 


Business seeks 10-year strike ban 


From page BI 
graduates every year. 

Sy noted that the labor unions carrying out 
protest actions represented only a fraction of 
the country's total labor force. 

‘Sy said the government should immediate- 
ly address the alarming rise in labor activism 
in the country because it would not only drive 
away potential investors but also force exist- 
ing players to relocate their factories outside 
the Philippines. 

In the past few weeks, food and beverage 
giant San Miguel Corp. and retail giants SM 
Prime Holdings Inc. and Rustan Corp. have 
been hit by labor strikes due to disputes be- 
tween management and their respective 
unions. 

‘The Department of Trade and Industry and 


2 


the Department of Labor and Employment 
formed a quick response team two years ago 
after several multinational corporations 
threatened to abandon the country due to the 
rising number of strikes. The ОЯТ was meant 
to provide swift and decisive action to avert 
‘work stoppages arising from labor-manage- 
ment disputes. 

Aside from a strike ban, Sy also proposed 
that the government allow businessmen to 
pay apprenticeship salarws (that were lower 
than the minimum wage) to new recruits un- 
til they gain expertise in their jobs. 

Trade and Industry Secretary Manuel 
“Mar” Roxas И had earlier pushed for the 
adoption of apprenticeship wage to help 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) cope 
with harsh business conditions. 


0127057 
0016085 
0119179 
0.000759. 
0.108303 
0.022106 
0.026764 
0.000582 


0.136853 
0017325 
0.128368 
0000818 
0117827 
0.023810 
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01908600 
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April 8, 2003—MART 1 Rates. 


Benchmark 


Interest 
Rates 

1 Month 
3 Months 
Б Months 
1 Year 
2Years 
3 Years 
Years 
5 Years 
Years 
10 Years 
20 Years 
25 Years 


мәнгі 
April 16, 2003 
(Cs) 

8.0818 
8.0318 
8.6692 
95115 
10.6354 
11.6154 
12.5288 
12.7500 
13.2769 
133654 
13.7135 
141673 


MARTI 
‘April 15, 2003 


115519 
124250 
12.6269 
131877 
13.2538 
135058 
14.0346 
SOURCE: MARTIBLOOMBERG 


Stocks seen firming up 


From page Bl 


Some 


took profits 
ahead of the long Lenten break 
but the market strengthened to- 
ward the end of the shortened 
trading week. 

Joseph Roxas, president of Ea- 
gle Equities Inc., also said the 
market would likely strengthen 
further next week after firming 
up last Wednesday. 

He said bargain hunters would 
likely pick up stocks that could 
benefit from the post-war re- 
building of Iraq, such as construc- 
tion-related firms like EEI Corp. 
and DMCI Holdings Inc. 

“With the war in traq winding 
down, investors will be shifting 


theirattention to the health of the. 
economy and corporate eam- 

ings,” said Jose Vistan of AB Capi- 
tal Securities. 

Vistan said the markets sup- 
port was at the 250-day moving: 
average line of 1,110 while resis 
tance was at 1,170. : 

Banco de Oro Universal Bank: 
strategist Jonathan Ravelas sai 
the market might succumb to} 
some technical correction thig 
week. 

"Technical indicators such ag 
the RSI (relative strengthen ins 
dex) points to an overbought con; 
dition, an indication that a near? 
term correction toward the, 
1,090-1,100 level may occur, 
soon, hesaid. DorisC.Dumlao; 
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Insuring your 
dream house 


YOU have finally bought your dream house. It 
took you a while to scrape up the down pay- 
ment, but you finally did it. Then you bor- 
rowed the balance from the bank. Your name 
is inscribed on the title with a big, fat mort- 
gage annotated on it. You have moved in your 
family. In due time, you hope to replace your 
old furniture from your rented apartment 
with brand new stuff. 

Your dream house is your biggest single as- 
set, right? So, you should wrap it up with the 
best insurance program available. 

‘Most banks will arrange the insurance need- 
ed under the loan agreement. Nevertheless, 
you should carefully study whatever the bank 
requires of you. After all, it is your house, even 
if heavily m ortgaged to the bank, and the pre- 
mium will come out of your pocket. 

Tt used to be the only insurance available on 
a residential building and its contents was a 
simple fire policy. Not anymore. Over the past 
several years, the insurance industry has come 
up with various plans to fit almost every case. 

‘You should insure-the house for its replace- 
ment value, even ifthe bank allows you to insure 
itat depreciated value. Ifthe house is brand new, 
‘you should insure it for the full purchase price. I 
the house is second-hand, you should hire a pro- 
fessional appraiser to compute the value. On re- 
newal every year, you should compute again the 
replacement value and adjust your policy. 

"The bank will require insurance against fire 
(which actually means fire and/or lightning). 
But if your house is vulnerable to flooding, 
you should seriously consider insuring 
‘against typhoon and flood. 

Other perils available are: earthquake fire and 
shock, explosion, vehicle impact, falling aircraft, 
riot, strike, malicious damage and vandalism. 

TF your household contents are in good con- 
dition, you may be able to insure them also at 
replacement value basis against the same per- 
ils as those on the building. Major items, such 
as TV and stereo, can be insured against theft 
and burglary. 

Then, you should get а life insurance policy 
оп yourself. You don't want to burden your 
widow and children with the amortization in 
case something happens to you. There are 
term life insurance policies specially designed 
to cover your amortization. A mortgage re- 
demption policy is so cheap it is almost a mor- 
tal sin not to have it. By the way, some banks 
do require this policy. But, if your bank does 
not, buy it anyway. 

Best of all, please call your insurance bro- 
ker or agent to help draw up a program for 
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129 BUSINESS ... 
Banks asked to pump more funds 


AGRICULTURE Secretary Luis 
Lorenzo Jr. is asking commercial 
banks and other financing institu- 
tions to invest more in the agri- 
cultural sector by providing funds 
for lending to small farmers, fish- 
erfolk and agribusiness еп. 
trepreneurs through Quedan and. 
Rural Credit Guarantee Corp. 
Lorenzo, who also chairs 
Quedancor, said there was an ur- 
gent need for banks to strengthen 
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into farm sector 


P28 billion in loans, mostly lent 
to small borrowers in the farm 
and fishery sector for production 
and marketing needs. 

However, Lorenzo said that 
over P600 million more in pend- 
ing loan requests were not been 
met due to lack of funds. 

Lorenzo said banks and other 
financing institutions could help 
boost Quedancor’s funds for 
lending. Christine A. Gaylican 


their rural financing operations as 
they were doing in their consumer 
Joans and credit card businesses. 
‘Commercial banks that include 
Land Bank of the Philippines, Al- 
lied Banking Corp., Development 
Bank of the Philippines, Export 
and Industry Bank, Bank of Com- 
merce and the United Overseas 
Bank last year oepened credit 
windows worth close to P1 billion 
for Quedancor clients alone, said 


Quedancor president and CEO 
Nelson Buenaflor. 

Banks should not doubt the 
small borrowers’ capability to re- 
pay their loans because most of 
them are trustworthy and are re- 
ligious in meeting their obliga- 
tions, Lorenzo said. 

“Through the innovative fi- 
nancing schemes of Quedancor, 
‘we have achieved 99 percent loan 
repayment rate. This dispels per- 


ceptions that small Filipino bor- 
Towers, just because they are 
poor, do not and cannot pay for 
their loans," Buenaflor said. 

Buenaflor noted that for 25 
years, Quedancor has been look- 
ing for solutions to the perennial 
credit access problem faced by 
farmers, fishermen and small 
agribusiness entrepreneurs. 

He pointed out that since 


1978, the Quedancor has granted LORENZO 


Congress to start 
probe of Nextel 


By Abigail Ho 


by Nograles and Northem Samar , 
Rep. Harlin Cast Abayon. The reso- 
lutions were filed following vari- 
ous reports that Nextel had en- 
gaged in complex corporate layer- 
ing to hide the fact that a foreign 
entity owned majority o it. 

According to Urera's sworn 
statement, Nextel International 
Inc., a purely foreign firm, had 
taken full control of Nextel 
through “dummy corporations.” 

He said МП had used these 
“dummies” to buy out local holding 
companies that had interests in. 
Nextel to gain majority control of it. 

But the trunk radio operator re- 
mained firm in its stand that it was 
not violating the Constitution. 

Nextel legal counsel Justi 
Adviento even said in an earlier 
statement that members of the 
House of Representatives were 
just being dragged into a person- 
al vendetta attack on the compa- 
ny by Urera. 

He added that this issue had 
been the subject of court cases 
and even Congressional inquiries 
as far back as four years ago, yet 
nothing was actually proven 
against the company. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL probe on 
the ownership structure of Nextel 
Communications Phil. Inc. will 
start right after the Holy Week as 
an administration congressman 
reveals that there is both testimo- 
nial and documentary evidence 
that can lead to the revocation of 
the firm's franchise. 

‘Davao City Rep. Prospero No- 
grales said in a statement last 
week that he had “voluminous 
documents” that could prove that 
Nextel was guilty of violating the 
Constitutional cap on foreign 
ownership in utilities. 

"Ive read through the docu- 
ments and it looks like there's a 
prima facie case against Nextel if 
we talk about the cancellation of 
its franchise," he said. 

He added that, aside from the 
documents he has, the sworn affi- 
davit of former Nextel chief execu- 
tive Antonio Urera would also Бе 
used in hearings to be conducted 
by the House committee on trans- 
portation and communications. 

The inquiry will be held in re- 
sponse to separate resolutions filed 


Cocktales 
From page B3 Razon Jr bogged 
down on financial 
confidentiality issue. 


Quiambao's group 
Co-llateral talks had earlier negotiat- 


DUTY-FREE importer eq with Marcos son- 
Lucio Co may yet be- in-law Gregorio 
соте the silent savior Araneta for the latter 
of the financially to pump in capital to 
strapped group of save the passport ven- 
Cezar Quiambao of ture, but the putative 
Gitra-Skyway fame joint venture failed to 
that won the passport push through for still 
privatization project. unclear reasons. 
According to the Quiambao has a 
grapevine, Quiambao mid-year — deadline 
has opened discus- from the Department 
sions with Co afterad- of Foreign Affairs to 
vanced negotiations start the passport- 


with the group of port outsourcing project. 
services king Enrique 


took liberties with 
their client's monies 
have been ordered 
suspended by the 
Supreme Court. 

Francisco E Ange- 
les of Manila was 
meted out a six- 
month suspension af- 
ter the high court 
ruled that Angeles 
held his clients’ mon- 
ey “without [their] 
acquiescence." 

Edwin T. Quiocho 
of Migan was sus- 
pended for a year for 
"refusing to return” 
his client's money. 
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Jaguar Ortiga 
Jaguar Service: ке е 
the grapevine 
WACK WACK presi- 
dent Benjamin Aba- 
losis taking a judicial 
pace in resolving the 
disbarment сот- 
plaint filed by Wack 
Wack golfers against 
plastic king William 
Gatchalian after he 
allegedly clubbed 
and tried to run over 
with a cart fellow 
golfer Gregorio Yu 
last month, 

It would be a pity 
if the aspiring taipan 
would be perma- 
nently barred from 
Wack Маск; 
Gatchalian almost 
always loses his mul- 
timillion-peso bets 
whenever he plays 
against top govern- 
ment officials. 

(Cocktales may be 
reached by e-mail at 
cocktales_pdi@ya- 
һоо.сот or at cock- 
tales_pdi@hot- 
тайсот.) 


Triple V resort 
RESTAURATEUR 
VicVic Villavicencio 
has quietly opened а 
boutique resort-spa in 
Sta. Ana, Cagayan, al- 
though he maintains 
it is just his private 
weekend hideaway, 
apparendy for fear 
that his creditors 
would get their hot 
hands on it. 

According to the 
grapevine, Villavicen- 
‘cio is looking for a pro- 
fessional to manage 
the resort, especially 
since it has received a 
number of bookings 
fom ^ Manila-based 
groups—a group of 
Rotarians was said to 
be among the resorts 
latest guests—who are 
out to discover the 
abundant maritime 
enchantments that the 
northern tip of Luzon 
offers. 
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STATEMENT OF CONDITION 


(Аз of March 26, 2003) 


ASSETS 

Due from Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas P 
Due from Other Banks 

Trading Account Securities — net 

Investments in Bonds and Other Debt Instruments — net 
Loans, Discounts & Advances — net 

Equity Investments 

Bank Premises, Furniture Fixtures & Equipment — net 

Real and Other Properties Owned/Acquired 

Other Assets 


AMOUNT 
734,658,866 
1,123,903,029 
1:253,570,006. 
543,652,538 
1,736,834,513 
5,500,100 
27,192,895 
17.176.250 
126,572,379 


OTHER INFORMATION" 
Сотріапсе with Magna Carta Law: 


Ристе Ratio of Compliance 
Асма Compliance 


Gs lor Small Enteronses 
516% 


2% Мейит Enterprise 
717% 


Amount of Non-Performing Loans 

Ratio of Non-Performing Loans to Total Loan Portfolio 
Amount of Classified Loans and Other Risk Assets. 
General provision for loan losses 

‘Specific provision for loan losses 

Return on Equity (ROE) 

Amount of DOSRI loans/advances 

Ratio of DOSRI loans/advances to total loan portfolio 
Amount of Past Due DOSRI Icans/advances. 

Ratio of past due DOSRI loans/ad to total loan portfolio 


0.0% 


18,829,668. 


345% 
33,514,004 
1.25% 


TOTAL ASSETS Р_ 5,569,060,576 
LIABILITIES 

Demand Deposits 

Time Deposits 

Due to Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Outstanding Checks/Payment Orders 
Bills Payable. 

Other Liabilities 


274,967,351 
4,640,581 ,605 
1.774833 
399405 
688,436,044 
286,075,149 


“amended to сопот wth Circular No. 208 dated August 17, 1999 and Memorandum to all 
Banks dated November 29. 1999. 


Attorneys’ fees 
TWO lawyers who 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES) 


TOTAL LIABILITIES CITY OF MAKATI ss 


2,892,234,187 
CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 

Capital Stock Р 
Capital Stock Deposit 

Surplus. 

Other Capital Accounts 


We, Vicente B. Castillo and Agnes B. Santos of the above-mentioned 
bank do solemnly swear that ай matters set forth in the above statement of 


анод ‘condition are true and correct to the best of our knowledge and belief. 


315,000,000 
508,500,700 


3.325.689 you within your budget. Ifyou don't have one, 


you must have a friend who can recommend а 
good insurance broker or agent. 


(509) AGNES B. SANTOS 
Financial Controver 


(508) VICENTE B. CASTILLO 
President 
TOTAL CAPITAL ACCOUNTS P^ 2576826389 


SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 18° day of April 2003 


TOTAL LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 


CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS 
SpovFuture Exchange Bought 
SpoUFuture Exchange Sold 

Пете Held for Safekeeping/Collaterals 
tems Held in Trust. 


TOTAL CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS 


Р 


Р 


Р 


5,569,060,576 


2.856.855.950 
3,048,200,165 
5.071.491.881 

114,766,426 


11.091,114,422 


affiants exhibiung to me thew Residence Certificate No. 11973021, issued at 
‘Makati Cty on Apni 5, 2002 and Resident Certficate Мо 21207612 issued at 
Pasig Сау on February 18, 2003, respectively 


(505) Ma Carmen A. Огейа 
"Notary Pumie 

Unti Docerrber 31, 2003 

PTR No 753738 

Date issued January 14. 2003 
"Макав Ciy 

TIN 121-493-201 
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PARP update. If you are a retiree, even if you 
are not a member of the Philippine Association 
of Retired Persons (PARP), please join the 4th 
National Convention this Saturday, the 26th, 
at the Insular Life Auditorium, at the 12th 
Floor, Insular Life Building, Ayala Avenue. 

Listen to Secretary Eduardo Ermita talk 
about the current peace talk with the МШЕ” 
and Speaker Jose de Venecia explain his pro- 
posal to change the form of our government 
10 parliamentary Take a break from your 
humdrum retiree's routine. 
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Bangko Sentral approves 
$87-M PLDT borrowing 


THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas 
has approved the application of 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. to raise about $87 million from 
two upcoming borrowings. 

PLDT said the proceeds of the loans 
would be used to finance part of its 
expansion program. 

The policy-making Monetary 
Board of the BSP approved PLDT's 
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plan to raise $75 million from a five- 
year loan facility to be arranged by 
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi Ltd. and 
Citibank NA. 

An application to raise $12 million 
from Deutsche Investitions und En- 
twicklysgesselshaft was also approved. 

Sources said PLDT was set to spend 
$88 million in its expansion program 
this year. 


PLDT had said it was looking at da- 
ta services as a potential growth area 
for its fixed-line business. The compa- 
пуз nationwide infrastructure is con- 
sidered an advantage over competi- 
tors. 

Monetary Board approval is needed 
for every foreign borrowing to ensure 
that the country’s extemal debts are 
beingmanaged. Clarissa S. Batino 


Informal sector milestones 


By Ernesto M. Ordonez 


WHAT is the informal sector? How big is it? 
How much does it contribute to our econ 
my? If this sector is important, what else 
should we do to support it? 
There are two 

world economic 
COMMENTARY ions the 

Philippines has 
achieved that have remained largely unno- 
ticed. According to United Nations records, 
we are the first country to have an officially 
accepted definition of the informal sector. 
Thanks to the DOLE-ILO-UNDP-sponsored 
program for this area, we are also the first 
country with a nationally approved informal 
sector program. The Philippine government, 
through the National Economic Development 
Authority, approved the definition last 
November 2002. The corresponding informal 
sector program was nationally adopted in 
February. 


Definition 

‘The following definition was approved for 
policy and program purposes: “The informal 
sector shall refer to household unincorporat- 
ed enterprises which consist of both informal 
‘own account enterprises and enterprises of 
formal employers.” Informal new account en- 
terprises are household unincorporated en- 
terprises owned and operated by own ac- 
count workers. They can either be alone or in 
partnership with members of the same or oth- 
er households. They may employ unpaid fam- 
ily workers as well as occasionally- or season- 
ally-hired workers. However they do not hire 
employees on a continuous basis. Enterprises 
of informal employers are similar to the infor- 
mal own account enterprises, except that they 
employ one or more employees on a continu- 
ous basis, Examples of informal sector work- 
ersare market vendors, tricycle drivers, mani- 
curists, home workers, micro enterprises with 
less than ten employees, small farmers and 
small fisherfolk. The latest available break- 
down of the informal sector is as follows: 52 
percent in agriculture, 30 percent in services 
and 17 percent in Industry. 


Importance 

‘The informal sector today contributes 70 
percent of the country's employment and 44 
percent of its gross domestic products. In 
spite of this, there has been no previously 
identified national program for this sector. 
This is because there has been no agreement 
on its definition. Nonetheless, we occasional- 
ly hear about this informal sector. For exam- 
ple, Baclaran vendors are moved out of the 
sidewalks. Davao small formers are given 
land through land reform. During elections, 
informal sector workers suddenly get atten- 
tion from the politicians. 


Development needs 

But the development needs of the informal 
sector are often neither identified nor met. 
For example, in addition to the commendable 
action of vendors getting another site as an al- 
ternative to the sidewalk, they should also be 
given credit access to adapt to their new sur- 
roundings. In addition to getting their own 
land, farmers should also get at least the same 
support services their landlord previously 
gave them, or they will be worse off than be- 
fore. And when informal sector workers elect 
government officials, they should corre- 
spondingly be supported in their four devel- 
opment areas: production, marketing, credit, 
and human resource development. 


Social protection 

There is also a need for social protection. In 
health and social security, the informal sector 
workers have little or no protection. The 
Philippine Health Insurance Corp. offers its 
Individual Paying Program, where workers 
pay a low monthly premium of P100 on a 
quarterly basis. The Social Security System 
offers its Expanded Self Employed Coverage 
Program, where workers with a monthly in- 
‘come ranging from P1,000 to P1,249 pay a 
low monthly premium of P84. However, 
many in the informal sector still do not avail 
themselves of these services for various rea- 
sons, such as lack of knowledge, accessibility 
and organization. 


Next steps 

‘The informal sector program supported 
by the DOLE-ILO-UNDP focuses on three ar- 
eas: access to productive resources (e.g. 
technology, marker, credit, training); pro- 
motion of social protection programs (e.g. 
health, social security, occupational safety); 
and policy programs (e.g. legislative mea- 
sures, labor standards, statistics). In line 
with this thrust, we have three priority rec- 
ommendations: 

1, Local Government Units should recog- 
nize their critical role as the primary catalyst 


in supporting the informal sector. It should 
designate a high official to be in charge of this 
sector, with an accountable support group 
representing relevant government agencies, 
non-government organizations, and most im- 
portantly, the informal sector 

2. Informal sector workers should be em- 
powered and self-reliant. They should ac- 
knowledge their responsibility for organizing 
themselves so that they can help each other, 
lobby for their needs, and access services such 
as those offered by PhilHealth and the SSS. 

3. The national government should estab- 
lish a national management and monitoring 
system to track the progress of the informal 
sector in each community It can then provide 
targeted assistance to the community's priori- 
ty needs. 

The Philippines has achieved the two 
world economic milestones of being the first 
to approve an informal sector definition and 
the first to adopt a corresponding national 
program. It is hoped that it will also be the 
best in supporting this large, important, but 
still very neglected sector in the Philippines 
today. 


(The author is chair of Agriwatch, a private sec- 
tor initiative, and former chair/Secretary of the 
Presidential Flagship Programs and Projects. 
For inquiries or suggestions, e-mail agriwatch- 
phil&yahoo.com or telefax 02-8516635) 


-Eleven 
operator 
to expand 
chain 


PHILIPPINE Seven 
Corp., the local oper- 
ator of the 7-eleven 
convenience моге 
chain, said it would- 
expand its network 
by opening more 
branches and enter- 
ing Northern and 
Southern Luzon. 

PSC president 
Yeong-Hsiang Yeh 
said the company 
would also continue 
to develop and im- 
prove its infrastruc- 
tures and business 
processes. 

He said PSC would 
implement a new 
merchandise рго- 
curement and distri- 
bution system that 
would enable faster 
and more accurate 
delivery. 


After reading this 
you won't be 
50-50 on 
buying a BMW. 
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1-800-10-BMW-CARS or 892 8127 to 29 or text (0917892 8127 to schedule a 
visit and a demo drive today? From Prestige Cars Makati. Everything BMW. 
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AN EXPRESSION OF THANKS TO ASSEC ROBERTO T. LASTIMOSO, LTO 
AND INSURANCE COMMISSIONER EDUARDO T. MALINIS 


ISAP, Incorporated (Insurance & Surety Association of the Philippines) wishes to express its appreciation 
for the immediate action taken by ASSEC ROBERTO T. LASTIMOSO of the LTO and the Insurance 
Commissioner in response to ISAP's Open Letter which was published in the Philippine Daily Inquirer 
issue of April 11, 2003. 


ASSEC Roberto T. Lastimoso immediately sent his representative, Atty. Mars Cagatan, LTO's Executive 
Assistant for Legal Investigation, to a meeting with the undersigned, the ISAP Board members and 
Insurance Commissioner Eduardo T. Malinis to tackle the request in the ISAP's Open Letter. At that 
meeting it was agreed that the implementation of the LTO Memorandum Order dated February 14, 
2003 will be suspended until further notice, whilst the problems, issues and concerns, which were 
stated in the Open Letter, are being properly addressed. 


WE THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR ISSUING A MEMORANDUM TO ALL LTO REGIONAL 
DIRECTORS, ASSISTANT REGIONAL DIRECTORS AND OTHER PERSONNEL CONCERNED 
INFORMING THEM THAT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF LTO MEMORANDUM DATED FEBRUARY 
14, 2003 IS TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER ORDERS FROM YOUR OFFICE. 


ISAP, INC. stands committed to perfecting the COC Authentication and Verification System in order to 
totally eliminate the proliferation of fake or unauthorized COCs so that the correct amount of taxes 
would be paid to the government. 


ISAP, Incorporated 
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MEMORANDUM 


FOR : AM Regional Directors, Assistant 
Regional Directors and Other Personnel 
Concerned 
This Office 


Temporary suspension of Memorandum 
dated 14 February 2003 together with the 
y Memorandum dated 10 


rch 2003, re: ГГ Authentication of 


DATE : 10 April 2003 


Effective immediately and until further orders from this Office, the 
Memorandum of this Office dated 14 February 2003 together wut the 
clarificatory Memorandum dated 10 March 2003, is hereby temporarily 
suspended. 


In the meantime, you are hereby directed to maint ius quo in the 


IT Authentication of COCs for CTPL insur һе 
Memorandum dated 23 September 2002, conc 


motor vehicles. 
ROBERTO": OSO 


| Paid Advertisement Asian Sect AC 
inicios TT ч T i e oa Е 


FOR STRICT COMPLIANCE. 


MONDAY, APRIL 21, 2003 


‚ МРС, Ayala-Campos 
close $90-M deal 


By Doris C. Dumlao MPC also assigned to ALI-EHI 
an additional P655.0 million in 
BLC notes currently owed by 
BLC. It will continue to owe 
P700 million in interest on its 
loan to Larouge, an unsecured 
creditos for which it has re- 
ceived approval from First Pacif- 
ic for relaxed payment terms. 

МРС chair Manuel Pangilinan 
said: “During 2002, Metro Pacific 
focused squarely on implement- 
ing its aggressive cost-manage- 
ment and debt workout pro- 
gram, which as the announce- 
ment underscores, have bome 
tangible and substantial results.” 

Аз a result of the Larouge 
transaction and the dacion of 
additional BLC shares to other 
creditors, MPC's interest in BLC 
has been reduced to approxi- 
mately 9.6 percent. However, it 
has received titled properties in 
the Bonifacio Global City, equiv- 
alent to about 10.4 hectares, 
known as the Northem Central 
Business District and valued at 
P3.8 billion, as repayment for 
past BLC advances. 


PROPERTY firm Metro Pacific 
Corp. finally closed the $90- 
million deal providing for the 
transfer of its control of Fort 
Bonifacio Global City develop- 
er Bonifacio Land Co. to a ven- 
ture jointly owned by Ayala 
Land Inc. and the Campos fam- 
ily's Evergreen Holdings Inc. 

Tn a statement issued during 
the financial closing of the deal 
on Thursday, MPC said the 
transaction would reduce its 
debt by 80.6 percent to P2.5 bil- 
lion by the end of the year as it 
‘would retire the principal loan 
of $90 million owed to Larouge 
BV a unit of Hong Kong-based 
parent firm First Pacific Co. Ltd. 

Under the terms of the trans- 
action, Larouge transferred 
MPC's outstanding $90-million 
loan to the ALI-EHI partnership, 
at the same time embarking ona 
dacion-en-pago or payment in 
kind arrangement with the tan- 
dem involving 50.4 percent of 
the outstanding shares of BLC. 


DOTC to seek loan 
from Korea Eximbank 


By Abigail L. Ho sition of brand-new diesel trains, 
the rehabilitation of the Philip- 
pine National Railways’ existing 
right-of-way and the strengthen- 
ing of tracks and bridges on the 
South Manila Commuter Line. 

Other civil works components, 
like the construction of fences on 
both sides of the tracks, will be in- 
cluded in the rehabilitation pro- 
ject. 

The South Manila Commuter 
Line runs from Caloocan to Ala- 
bang. Its rehabilitation will start 


THE DEPARTMENT of Trans- 
portation and Communications 
‘will tap the Korean Export-Im- 
port Bank for loan that will be 
‘used to finance the $50-million 
South Manila Commuter Line re- 
habilitation project. 

‘The project was approved by 
the National Economic and De- 
velopment Authority on Feb. 4. 

Transportation Assistant Sec- 
‘retary Robert Castañares said in 
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Gov't planning to b 


orrow 


more from domestic market 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


BRACING up for a higher deficit of P230 bil- 
lion by the end of the year, the government is 
considering increasing its programmed bor- 
rowings from the domestic market. 

While the official deficit ceiling remains at 
P202 billion, government planners prefer to 
be cautious and be ready with more than 
enough funds to finance the budget gap even 
ifit increases beyond the original projection. 

Had the government not borrowed more than 
what it had originally planned in 2002, it would 
have found itself in a deeper financial mess con- 
sidering that the fiscal gap swelled to P210.7 bil- 
on against an original target of P130 billion. 

“Based on our financing plan, the worst-case 
deficit scenario we are preparing for is P230 bil- 


Hon. Most likely we will get the additional bor- 
rowings from the domestic market,” said a gov- 
ernment source. 

‘The government will be forced to issue more 
bonds of various types to the domestic market. 

"Traders said the government could always 
borrow more from the local market but the 
question was whether it would take the mar- 
Yers price. 

‘This year, the government needs to raise a net 
of P198.551 billion to finance an estimated. 
deficit of P202 billion. Of this, P103.27 billion 
will come from the local market and the remain- 
ing P95.281 billion from offshore sources. 

"The deficit may even go up beyond the P230- 
billion level depending on how expenditures 
‘would be managed in the coming months. The 
2230-billion financing plan was drafted at the 


‘start of the year, even before expenditures in the 
first quarter exceeded the target. 

Earlier, the International Monetary Fund 
had estimated this year's deficit to hit P263 
billion taking into account an anticipated pre- 
election spending. In 2002, expenditures 
overshot the target while revenues fell way 
below expectations. 

In the first quarter, revenues exceeded the 
PI3Lilion target by more than P6 billion. Ex- 
penditure also exceeded the P187.116-illion 
ceiling leading to a preliminary gap of P57.5 bil- 
lion in the first three months. Last year, the first 
quarter deficit stood at P61.208 billion. 

To keep the deficit within the P202-billion 
ceiling this year, the government must meet 
its quarterly targets of P55.2 billion, P47 bil- 
lion, P47.3 billion and P52.4 billion. 
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an interview that preparations 
“for the loan application were on- 
. going. The DOTC intends to start 
the project as soon as the funding 
Zis available. 
‘The project involves the acqui- 


GOINGS-ON 


New courier service firm 
* SURE Express Worldwide Corp. (Surex), a newly formed Filipino com- 
pany, offers domestic and international courier service at very compet- 
itive prices, 

Surex commits to deliver from Manila to Cebu and Davao and vice 
versa the following day, says country manager Jean Philippe Pulum- 
barit. 

К is the business partner of United States Postal Service in the 
Philippines and the rest of Asia. It also has an online track and trace 
system to inform and update clients on the status of their package. 

Other services offered in Surex outlets vary from international and 
domestic courier and postal service, ticketing for WG & A and Cebu Pa- 
cific, money transfer and business center. 

It has nine outlets in some of the major cities in the country and it is 
opening six more soon. For information, visit its website at www.sure- 
express.com or call customer service hotline 867-8070. 


Equitable PCI named trustee 

ROBERT Bosch Inc. recently appointed Equitable PCI Bank as trustee 
of its retirement plan in simple signing ceremonies held at the Robert 
Bosch Conference Hall. 

Robert Bosch, one of the world’s largest industrial enterprises, 
volved in automotive technology, automation, packaging technolo- 
gies, power tools, thermo technology, household applicances, security 
technology and broadband networks. 

‘The company joins the roster of multinational and Filipino compa- 
nies that have chosen Equitable PCI Bank as trustee for their retire- 

‚ ment funds. 


Pet Plans gets 150 seal 

PET Plans recently bagged its 1509001:2000 certification. This 
‘demonstrates to regulatory authorities and its clientele that its pro- 
cesses providing pre-need plans for pensions, education and memorial 
services not only meet strict requirements but are also structured for 
continual improvements. 

‘To ensure that the critical aspects of product and service excellence 
are institutionalized and effectively implemented, the company devel- 
oped a quality management system under the requirements of ISO 
9001:2000. 


this year and end in 2005. 

"Transportation Secretary Lean- 
dro Mendoza said in an earlier in- 
terview that the rehabilitation 
program would eventually ex- 
tend all the way to Bicol. 
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Toyota seeks equal treatment 
for CBU, auto parts exporters 


By Gil С. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE COUNTRY’S No. 1 auto assembler has 
asked the Board of Investments to extend 
equal treatment to all auto exporters when 
extending incentives. 

In a news statement, Toyota Motor Philip- 
pines Corp. said the BOI should not distin- 
guish between exporters shipping out their 
Output as vehicle components and those deal- 
ingon fully assembled units 

“Toyota raised this appeal in view of the 
ВОТ apparent partiality towards assemblers 
of completely built up (CBU) units in the cre- 
ation of an export subsidy package in the refor- 
‘matted Motor Vehicle Development Program. 

‘The BOI has proposed to give a fixed sub- 
sidy, possibly in the form of a 50-percent dis- 
count on the excise taxes paid on domestic 
sales, for each CBU unit exported by MVDP 


participants. 

‘The board, however, was still undecided on 
whether to extend the same perks to ex- 
porters of auto parts because of the difficulty 
in monitoring the shipments and determining 
the incentive for each component. 

‘Toyota warned that the BOT's bias for com- 
pletely built up exports would leave out in the 
cold assemblers like itself, which preferred the 
auto parts export strategy rather than the gov- 
етеп thrust of promoting CBU exports. 

‘Toyota is currently the biggest exporter 
among industry players, shipping out some 
$305 million worth of transmissions, meters, 
Switches, clocks, air cleaners, car stereos, fuel 
pumps, air bag control units, hood locks, wire 
hamesses, and constant velocity and univer- 
sal joints each year. It accounted for 26 рег. 
cent of the country’s total auto exports of 
$1,166 billion last year. 


‘This year, Toyota is projecting а9.5-ретсепі 
growth in exports to $334 million equivalent 
to 33,400 CBU units of its compact sedan, the 
Corolla. 

Toyota's 2003 exports are more than dou- 
ble Ford Motor Co. Philippines Inc.'s plan to 
shipout 14,000 units of Ford Lynx sedans and. 
Escape sport-utility vehicles to Thailand and 
Indonesia this year. 

Toyota stressed that auto parts exports had 
more potential than CBU units because these 
Бай higher local content and could be sold 
anywhere in the world, unlike CBU units that 
could only be sold to a handful of markets due 
toshipping and tariff considerations. 

For Toyota, to have more Philippine-made 
parts installed in the millions of Toyota vehi- 
cles sold worldwide was a loftier, long-term 
goal than selling a few Philippine CBU units in 
‘one or two countries. 


Piatco 
audit 
sought 


THE PHILIPPINE In- 
ternational Air Ter- 
minals Co. must 
open its books for 
audit so the govern- 
ment can determine 
the legitimate ex- 
penses in сазе Ріаісо 
is to be reimbursed 
for building the Naia 
Terminal 3. 

“The audit will be 
the next controversy 
to hound Piatco be- 
cause I am sure it 
will open a drum of 
worms,” Perfecto 
Yasay Jt, chair of 
the MIAA-Naía Asso- 
ciation of Service 
Operators, s 

The government 
earlier tried to audit 
Piatco, but the com- 
panys lawyers 
barred it. 

Yasay said Piatco, 
in the end, would 
have no choice be- 
cause the Filipino 
people would not pay 
it a single cent with- 
out audit. 

Piatco — includes 
Fraport AG of Ger- 
many a minority 
partner. 

The project cost 
has been a moving 
target, starting with 
around $400 million 
and at one point ex- 
ceeding $600 mil- 
lion. Piatco is now 
saying the project 
would cost $525 
million. 


Less agri 
grants 
seen 


By Christine A. 
Gaylican 


THE PHILIPPINES 
may receive fewer 
ltural grants 
from the Japanese 
government із 
year, according to 
Japan's outgoing first 
secretary for agricul- 
ture, Satoshi Ueno. 
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In an interview, 
Ueno said he ехресі- 
ed this year's grants 
to be lower than last 
year’s 350 million to 
400 million yen 

The grants from 
the Japanese govern- 
ment are part of the 
Kennedy Round Ш 
(KR Ш), also known 
as the RPJapan In- 
creased Food Produc- 


Enrollment 
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past came under 
heavy fire when 
questions меге 
raised about its uses, 
including the benefi- 
ciaries of the projects 
it funded. 
"Negotiations are 
still underway be- 
tween Philippine and 
Japanese officials re- 
garding the final 
amount but definite- 
ly КАП funds would 


be lower" Пепа said 


For more information, or to access an Application Form for the MM Program, 
please call telephone numbers +63 (2) 892-4011 to 25 and +63 (2) 818-8074; 
fax this reply form to +63 (2) 813-4466 or e-mail us at WSGSB@dataserve aim edu ph 
.edu.ph 


Visit: http://www.: 


ASIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT 
Eugenio Lopez Foundation Bldg., Joseph R. McMicking 
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cord worth P1,000! That’s worth 100 hors online. Now 
you can print, scan, copy, fox" ond surf. So hurry, contact 


your nearest HP dealer now! 


For more information, call (632) 867-3557 
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UPS hub posts 15% growth 
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from anywhere, 
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CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC 
ZONE—Leading package delivery 
company UPS posted а 15 percent 
volume growth during the first eight 
months of the operations of its intra- 
Asia hub here. 

Hidenori Aritake, UPS Philippine 
managing director, said the growth 
from August to April indicated the in- 
creasing value of the hub to businesses 
in the Philippines and the rest of Asia. 

The $7-million facility handles 14 
flights daily to and from nine interna- 
tional routes. 

The 2,300-square meter complex 


IBA, Zambales—Agriculture Secre- 
tary Luis Lorenzo Jr. has recently 
challenged local officials to craft a 
marketing strategy to help mango 
growers Зей the famed Zambales 
mango in local and international 
markets. 

Citing the export potential of local- 
lyproduced mango, popularly 
known as “Dinamulag” (carabao vari- 
ety), Lorenzo said the local govern- 
ment should consolidate the Zam- 
bales mango industry and review the 
process of selling the produce in the 
market. 

He said despite the “good quality” 
of Zambales mangoes, the industry 
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sits inside Clark's Diosdado Macapa- 
gal Internationa] Airport, which used 
to be the biggest military airport of 
the United States in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

“The hub not only connects the 
Philippines to the world. It also plays 
an important role in helping business- 
es in Asia compete globally” Aritake 
seid in a statement, 

Aritake and the company’s 142 
workers recently unveiled UPS’ new 
Jogo that articulates the company’s vi- 
sion of “synchronized commerce” for 
its clients in more than 200 countries. 


remained undeveloped. 

Zambales has been known as one 
of the leading producers of quality 
mangoes in the country. 

Mango made this province famous 
worldwide when it was featured in 
the 1995 Guinness Book of World 
Records as the producer of the 
“sweetest mango” in the world. 

Lorenzo, together with Zambales 
Gov. Vicente Magsaysay, Vice Gov. Ra- 
mon Lacbain II and other officials, re- 
cently inaugurated the PS-million 
Agribusiness Service Center to help 
local farmers. 

The center, which was funded by 
the DA, will serve as a trading post 


Tt signifies our transformation 
from package delivery to a total sup- 
ply chain solutions provider” Aritake 
said, 

The enhanced capabilities of UPS, 
Алаке said, "designed to streamline 
ош customers’ operations, grow their 
businesses and give Filipino businesses 
the edge to navigate world markets.” 

Clark Development Authority pres- 
ident Emmanuel Angeles said that 
the state-owned base conversion 
body "took pride in the achievements 
ofthe UPS in Clark.” Tonette Orejas, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


DA calls for plan to market mangoes 


and a mango collection and market- 
ing center. 

Lacbain said the center's establish- 
ment would help mango farmers and 
traders sell their products without 
spending so much for transportation. 

"There is a need for them to bring 
their products to Metro Manila or other 
provinces. If people from other places 
want to buy the locally produced 
carabao mangoes, they would all go to 
this trading center," Lacbain said. 

More than 8,300 hectares of land 
in Zambales are devoted to the pro- 
duction of carabao, piko and Indian 
mangoes, Allan Macatuno, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk. 
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PBSP Philam 
back Samar 
fish program 


By Cyrain б. Cabuefias 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CATBALOGAN, Samar— The Philippine Busi- 
ness for Social Progress and the Philam 
Foundation have bankrolled a program to 
propagate grouper or lapu-lapu in floating 
cages. 

‘The Grouper Culture in Floating Cages pro- 
ject under the Samar Resource Management 
Program is aimed at increasing income oppor- 
tunities and uplifting the economic condition 
of fishing communities here. 

The project will benefit 72 fishing house- 
holds in its first year and about 216 in five 
years, 

The PBSP will continue to provide techni- 
cal assistance and give inputs on financial 
management. 

Each floating cage, which spans about sixty 
meters with 5xS-meter compartments, can 
hold a thousand grouper fingerlings. 

The launch was preceded by the bless- 
ing of the floating cages by Fr. Roland Ca- 
jegas from a nearby parish and a short talk 
by Gil Adora, Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources director for Eastern 
Visayas 

Manuel Ortega, Philam Foundation execu- 
tive director; Max Ventura, Philam Founda- 
tion deputy executive director and PBSP di- 
rector Leo Hilado turned over P1 million in 
separate checks to the heads of five commu- 
nity-based organizations. 

The fund will be used to defray opera- 
tional expenditures of grouper culture, The 
five recipient cooperatives were Barangays 
Old Mahayag, Silanga, Iguid, Cabogawan 
and Lucerdone. 


LBP to shorten 
loan processing 


By Romy G. Amarado 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DUMAGUETE CITY—The Land Bank of the 
Philippines (LBP) has vowed to shorten its 
loan application process as part of its thrust to 
become more “borrower friendly.” 

LBP President Margarito Teves said the 
bank aimed to reduce the processing time 
from an average of 75 working days to 45. 

“Teves said the bank intends to increase the 
level of authority of local and regional 
branches, enabling them to approve the re- 
lease of loans without getting prior clearance 
from the head office. 

In the case of branch managers, Teves said 
the proposal was to increase their authority 
from P1 million to P2 million, РЗ million to P5 
million for che regional head and P10 million 
to P15 million for the group head. 

1n addition, Teves directed bank personnel. 
to extend whatever help they could give to 
their clients, If necessary, he said bank em- 
ployees should even fill up the application 
forms for their prospective borrowers. 

“Idon't want that our borrowers, especially 
those from remote places to keep coming 
back and forth because this will entail (addi- 
tional) expenses on their part,” Teves said. 

“If possible, we will go to the places of our 
borrowers for their convenience,” Teves 
added. 

He also asked the media to help monitor, 
give feedback and “constructive criticisms” on 
the performance of bank's officials and em- 
ployees to improve their services. 


VITAMIN С AGAINST SARS 


PUBLIC HEALTH INFORMATION 


What everyone should know 
- but the WHO does not tell you - 
about natural protection from the new epidemic 


The people of the Philippines, Asia and around the world are afraid of the 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrom (SARS) Virus. But is this fear really justi- 
fied? It is a scientific fact that all viruses that have been investigated can be 
blocked by specific essential nutrients. The natural substance ascorbic acid 
(vitamin C) is known to decrease or completely block the replication of all 
viruses it is applied to. Viral diseases are essentially unknown in the animal 
world, because most animals - as opposed to man - produce high amounts of 
vitamin C in their body. Moreover, all viruses spread in the body by using the 
same enzymes (collagenases) which can be partially or completely blocked by 
means of the natural amino acid lysine. Several clinical investigations also docu- 
ment the beneficial role of vitamin А and other essential nutrients in enhancing the 
immune system. For further references we encourage you to visit our Foundation 
website. 


The fact that there are natural substances available to help protect mil- 
lions of people from SARS must be disseminated world wide immediately. 
These natural substances are not only effective but also without any side 
effects and - most importantly - available anywhere in the world right now. 


In this situation the people of the world look towards organizations responsible 
for global health issues for help and advice. But they are disappointed. The fact 
that the World Health Organization (WHO) is failing so seriously in dissem- 
inating life-saving information on natural, non-patentable health measures is 
ro coincidence. It reflects the fact that the WHO is not primarily serving the 
health interests of the people worldwide but is apparently influenced by the 
interests of their largest corporate sponsors - the pharmaceutical industry. This 
investment industry is based on the sales of patentable synthetic drugs. 


The fact that the life-saving information about natural health measures to 
fight the SARS epidemic is withheld from the people of the world is irres- 
ponsible and must be stopped immediately. The people of the world can no 
longer tolerate the fact that their health and lives are sacrificed to the tril- 
lion dollar pharmaceutical "business with disease " based upon patentable 
drugs. 


I call upon every person, every health professional and every government 
offical to familiarize themselves with the scientific facts about the use of 
vitamins in the fight against viral diseases including SARS. 


ie 


Matthias Rath, M.D. 


Sincerely yours, 


Dr. Rath is the world-renowned sci- 
entist and physician who led the 
breakthrough ural con- 
trol of some of today’s most com: 
two-time 
aling (left) 


considered Dr. Rath as 
his successor. 


With this public health service Dr. 
Rath wants to help the people of the 
Philippines; Asia and beyond to 
learn about natural pro! 

from SARS, improve their health 
and decrease their dependency 
upon the unscrupulous ph; 

tical industry ‘business with 
eases, 


This public health se 

people of the Philippi 

was supported by the Dr. 
Health Foundation and by 
sands of people worldWi 

have already been helped by nat- 
ural therapies. 


DID YOU KNOW ? 


Ascorbate (vitamin C) has been 
shown to decrease the replication 
(multiplication) of the HIV / АП 
virus by more than 99% in a land- 
mark study published in one of the 
most influential scientific journals, 
the Proceedings of the Academy of 
Sciences, US. 


PNAS 1990; 


More Information: www.dr-rath-health-foundati 
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VAT ‘poetic justice’ for banks, says finance exec 


Asa result, lawmakers decided 
to include banks in the coverage 
of the expanded VAT, Guevara ex- 
plained. 

Since then, however, the VAT 
had been deferred many times 
until the last extension postpon- 
ing the imposition of the tax ex- 
pired at the end of last year. 

Guevara, who was finance un- 
dersecretary in charge of domes- 
tic finance under the Ramos ad- 
ministration until 2000, disclosed 
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borrowers and increase industry 
risks. 

"This could all have been 
avoided had they cooperated,” Fi- 
nance Undersecretary Milwida 
Guevara said in an interview. 
“They wanted to have their cake 
and eat it, too.” 

In 1994, when Congress was 
deliberating on the expanded 
VAT, lawmakers learned that the 
banking sector had a very low ef- 
fective tax burden. This meant 
that compared to other indus- 
tries, it was paying a very low tax 
relative to its income. 


By Elena R. Torrijos "better alternative tax,” or BAT, 
and the “financial institutions 
tax,” or FIT. 


Guevara said in 1997, the gov- 


cent to a range of 10 to 15 per- 
cent. 

Banks, however, opposed this 
proposed revenue measure and 
ernment was ready to forego P16 the subsequent FIT, which was al- 
billion in revenue to phase out so largely patterned after the 
the documentary stamps tax and ВАТ. 
replace the S-percent gross re- . Тор officials of the Bankers As- 
ceipts tax with the BAT. sociation of the Philippines, the 

Тһе BAT was а 6- to 8-percent influential group of the country’s 
tax on the net gain of banks commercial banks, have de- 
rather than on their gross re- scribed the implementation of 
ceipts. To make up for the rev- the VAT, as provided in the BIRS 
that in the intervening years, the enue loss, the government want- revenue regulation, as “onerous,” 
finance department proposed al- ед to increase the foreign curren- “impossible” and "complicated. 
ternative measures, such as the су deposit unit tax from 7.5 per- Тһе ВАР Chamber of Thrift 


Banks and Rural Bankers Associa- 
tion of the Philippines are now 
batting for the permanent 
restoration of the GRT in lieu of 
the VAT. 

Guevara, however empha- 
sized that the BAP wanted the 
abolition of the ОҚТ and DST 
without offering anything in ex- 
change. 

"There was no win for the gov- 
ernment, no compensating rev- 
enue, so it was really ап unwork- 
able situation. It was a win-lose 
situation they were offering, not 
win-win,” Guevara said. 


AMA taps 
First Metro 
for P1.5-B 
bond issue 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


ТИЕ IMPOSITION of the value- 
added tax on financial institu- 
tions is "poetic justice" for banks, 
as they have turned down ай al- 
ternative tax measures that have 
been proposed over the past nine 
years, a top finance and tax ex- 
pert has said 

Banks have been calling on 
the Department of Finance and 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
to defer the implementation of 
the VAI; saying it will slow eco- 
nomic growth, further burden 


ABS-CBN to pay 
P6.6B in 5 years 


ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. has expressed 
confidence it will be able to service P6.6 bil- 
lion worth of debts due over the next five 
years starting this year. 

Tn a news briefing, ABS-CBN chief financial 
officer Randolph Estrellado said the country’s 
No. 1 TV network would pay P484 million in 
maturing debts this year. 

“By 2004, we will be even stronger than 
2002. We don't think we'll have any problems 
refinancing, paying these (debts) down with 
internally generated cash,” he said. 

He also pointed out that ABS-CBN had al- 
lotted a “maintenance” capital expenditures 
budget this year of P1.5 billion. 

Lower revenues as advertisers cut budgets hit 
ABS-CBN last year, forcing the broadcast firm to 
seek a refinancing agreement with most of its 
short-term creditors covering most of its P3.8 
billion in short-term outstanding debts. 

Its short-term creditors agreed to lengthen 
the maturity of their loans to ABS-CBN. 

Estrellado said BNP Paribas, which original- 
ly opted out of the agreement and, together 
with Standard Chartered Bank, declared ABS- 
CBN in default of roughly P280 million worth 
of loans, had since agreed to join most of the 
short-term creditors in the refinancing deal. 

BNP extended $3.6 million to ABS-CBN, 


АМА Education Corp. and AMA 
Computer University Inc. have 
hired First Metro Investment 
Corp., a unit of Metropolitan 
Bank and Trust Co., to under- 
write а Р1.5-ЫШоп bond offer 
this year. 

Ina statement, First Metro said 
the bond offer would be the first 
information technology-related 
bond issuance in the Philippines 
this year. 

In addition, First Metro will al- 
so serve as lead arranger of P5 bil- 
lion worth of five-year zero- 
coupon bonds to be issued by 
state-owned Philippine Postal 
Corp. 

First Metro said it had the 
"greenshoe" option to raise the 
Philpost bond offering to P8 bil- 
lion, depending on investor ap- 


OSCAR Lopez, chair of the Lopez group of companies, makes a point regarding The Manansala, a new condominium to be. 
constructed at the Rockwell Center. The condominium will be part ofa highly integrated complex with easy access to The Power 
Plant Mall and The Rockwell Club. Looking on are Claudio Altura, chair, SKI; Fiorello Estuar, president, First Balfour; Albert 
Altura, president and chief executive, SKI; and, Nestor Padilla, president and chief executive, Rockwell Land Corp. 


Landbank sees P158-M Q1 loss from VAT 


while Standard Chartered had Р70 million 
outstanding loans with the network. 

On Friday, ABS-CBN reported that its net 
income in 2002 plunged to P166 million from. 
P1.378 billion the previous year. 

‘The network, however, also said its profit in 
the first quarter of this year reached P107 mil- 
lion, 2,000 percent over the comparative fig- 
ure the previous year, as a strong recovery in 
ad spending in the second half of last year 
continued. 

ABS-CBN disclosed that its consolidated 
airtime revenue hit P2.16 billion in the first 
quarter, up 31 percent from the same period 
last year. 

Estrellado admitted that going forward 
would be a tougher challenge for ABS-CBN 
given that the competitive environment 
changed from ABS-CBN dominating the mar- 
ket as a virtual monopoly to a shift to а 
duopoly as rival GMA Network Inc. gained 
market share. Elena R. Torrijos 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


LAND Bank of the Philippines has esti- 
mated that it may incur losses of as much 
as P158 million in the first quarter be- 
cause of the 10-percent value-added tax, 
cutting its profits considerably for the pe- 
riod. 

The bank has a net income target of 
P450 million in the first three months of 
the year. 

Landbank said it computed the Р158 
million in VAT payments from its place- 
ments in government securities and loans 
granted in the first quarter 

Still, the bank is targeting an income 
this year of P1.8 billion, almost the same 
as last year's 

А company official said the cost of the 
МАТ would impair Landbank’ profitabili- 
ty this year, although the bank would try 
to offset the losses by cutting costs and 


maximizing growth in other areas. 

Landbank is targeting to sell some P15 
billion in bad loans and PS billion in 
seized assets this year to an asset manage- 
ment company. Bad loans, or those whose 
interest or principal are unpaid for 90 
days, account for about 21 percent of 
Landbank' total loans. 

А successful sale of soured loans and 
assets this year will cut the bank's NPL ra- 
tio to between 10 and 11 percent. 

Landbank said the 21-percent ratio 
corresponded to P26.3 billion in bad 
loans, of which 58 percent were backed 
with loan loss provisions. 

Company officials said they had been 
pushing fora restructuring and collection 
of loans, including a payment-in-kind ar- 
rangement, to bring down the level of 
Landbank’s NPLs. 

The bank said it would increase its total 
loan portfolio by 5.5 percent to Р115 bil- 


lion against P109 billion in 2002 and 
P105 billion in 2001. 

It said it would use proceeds of the sale 
of its foreclosed assets in the first three 
quarters to finance a more aggressive 
farm lending strategy. 

Agriculture loans accounted for about 
45 percent of the bank's P109 billion in 
loans in 2002. The bank wanted to in- 
crease farm lending to 55 percent of total 
loans this year and 65 percent by 2004 to. 
help develop the crucial agriculture sec- 
tor, which had been a big contributor to 
economic growth. 

The farm sector accounts for a fifth of the 
country gross domestic product and em- 
ploys two-fifths of the country’s workforce. 

The sector was credited for the expect- 
ed 4.3-percent growth in gross domestic 
product last year and would again be 
counted on to push the economy to grow 
byas much as 5.2 percent in 2003. 


petite for the debt instruments. 

The investment bank also said 
it was studying the possibility of 
securing a guarantee from the na- 
tional government for the 
Philpost offering. 

To enhance the offering, First 
Metro is also in talks with the 
Japan Bank for International Co- 
‘operation for a similar guarantee. 

With First Metro underwriting 
two major bond offerings this 
year, it expects to maintain its №. 
1 position in the industry. 

Last year, First Metro led vari- 
‘ous capital-raising activities worth 
a total of P75 billi n for both gov- 
ernmentand рп x corporations, 
making it the most active and 
largest investment bank not only 
іп terms of capital but also in 
terms of capital raised in 2002. 


PHILAM Life president and chief executive Jose Cuisi 


(left) and 


HSBC Insurance Brokers (Philippines) chair Warner Manning 


discusses a point after signi 


an agreement that will allow HSBC 


Insurance to distribute non-life insuratnce products of Philam 
Insurance Co. Inc. and life insurance products of Philam Life to retail 


customers of the brokerage. 


DOE execs break ground 
for P56-M hybrid plant 


ENERGY officials led ground- 
breaking rites last week for a P56- 
million, wind-diesel hybrid pow- 
er generating system for the off- 
grid province of Batanes. 

‘An undertaking between the 
Batanes provincial government, 
Department of Energy and Na- 
tional Power Corp. the wind- 
diesel project is expected to gen- 
erate 180 kilowatis, more than 
enough to provide electricity to 
Basco and the whole of Batan 15- 
land, 

The project will use three 60- 
kW wind turbine generators and 
two 650-kilovolt amperes of 
diesel generator, which will come 
from First Philippine Energy 
Corp. 

his isthe first large-scale hy- 
brid power project of its kind in 
the country that uses renewable 
energy,” Energy Secretary Vin- 
cent Perez Jr. said. 


Perez said he hoped the project 
‘would be duplicated in other ma- 
jor islands to help address power 
needs, particularly in far-flung 
areas. 

He added that the wind-diesel 
power plant was expected to gen- 
erate foreign exchange savings 
for the government through less 
dependence on oil-based systems 
for power generation in island 
communitie 

“Napocor expects to save P2.5 
million every year in fuel operat- 
ing expenses and P13 million in 
capital investment,” Perez said. 

During a visit to Batanes on 
Wednesday, energy officials also 
graced the inauguration of an ex- 
pansion project for Napocor's ex- 
isting power facility in Basco. 

‘The expansion project will en- 
able Napocor to provide a 24-hour 
electricity service to Batan—the 
largest of the Batanes islands. 


Transmission 
grid privatization 
hits snags anew 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE POWER Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management Corp. is hard-pressed yet again 
to keep its timetable for the privatization of 
the country's national transmission grid fol- 
lowing another one-month delay in its sched- 
ule. 

Tn an interview, Psalm president Edgardo 
del Fonso said due diligence for the rransmis- 
sion system would push through in May. This 
was supposed to have started early in April. 

“We have met with nine investors (during 
our road show) in Europe, North America and 
Asia," Del Fonso said. “But we don't know 
who will show up to actually take part in the 
due diligence." 

He explained thar Psalm would be ready by 
early May to entertain those who would want 
to avail of the "information memorandum" or 
pertinent data on the National Transmission 
Corp. 

Del Fonso said availment of the informa- 
tion memorandum also meant securing bid- 
ding documents, all for a non-refundable fee 
of $5,000. 

However, he said that although the process 
was again delayed, Psalm meant to open the 
bidding in July and award a contract by 
yearend as planned. 

Last month, the American Chamber of 
Commerce expressed concern over the con- 
tinued delay in the passage of a law giving 
‘Transco a franchise that it could readily trans- 
fer to a concessionaire, saying its members 
were being warned of massive brownouts 
coming in three years. 

In a statement, AmCham said the delay in 
passing House Bill 4882 was a setback in the 
much needed rehabilitation and upgrading of 
the nationwide power system. 

^ cost-effective, reliable and quality elec- 
tric power supply is essential in maintaining 
and attracting investors to locate in the 
Philippines, the group said. 

Tt added that following the original sched- 
ule for asset privatization, the country was al- 
ready more than halfa year behind schedule. 


RONALD McDonald (center) shows the McDonald's toy set to attendees, With him are 
(from left) Children's Hour project director Evangeline Mayuga and Children's Hour 
steering committee members Narcisa Escaler, former UN ambassador; former Armed 
; Emilio Samson, executive director of Ronald McDonald 
former UN Ambassador Bienvenido Tan Jr 
Remedios Santos-Camara, chair of Ronald McDonald House Charities grants 
committee, and Helen Aquino, chair of McDonald's Bahay Bulilit sub-committee. 


McDonald's, Armed Forces join 
bands шир Children's Hour 


lenato de Vill 


MCDONALD'S, one of the country's leading 
food chain, through the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities (RMHC) headed by its ex- 
ecutive director, Emilio Samson, has re- 
sponded to the call by donating over 
40,000 pieces of toys and tumblers to Chil- 
dren's Hour. 

These toys and tumblers were distribut- 
ed to the chosen 37 beneficiaries from 
Northern Luzon to Southern Mindanao. 

Officers of the Armed Forces volunteered 
their services in repackaging and distribur- 
ing the toy donation го all the beneficiaries, 

Children's Hour did the selection of the 
37 beneficiaries from the different organiza- 
tions that cater to the plight of the children, 

In commemoration of the allegiance, a cer- 


| emonial turnover of donation and photo-op 


took place recently at the Lakambini Room of 


WF'COME 


102555 HOUS 
LES 


rig. Gen. Raul Relano; 


the Armed Forces of the Philippines Commis- 
sioned Officers Country in Quezon City. 

Ronald McDonald himself graced the 
event, with Remedios Santos-Camara, 
chair of the RMHC grant committee, and 
Helen Aquino, chair of the Bahay Bulilit 
sub-committee, helping out. 

Ronald McDonald personally handed his 
donation to the children and the represen- 
tatives of the beneficiaries. The children 
from different benefiting organizations 
had the chance for an autograph and sou- 
venir photo with Ronald McDonald. 

High-ranking officials from the AFP at- 
tended to show their support and to cele- 
brate with the children. They were Brig. 
Gen. Raul Relano, Navy Capt, Ernesto Ruiz, 
Rear Adm, Mateo Mayuga and Lt. Richard 
Gonzaga. 
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HONG KONG—After weather- 
ing the worst of the Asian fi- 
nancial crisis and the recent re- 
cession, Hong Kong restaura- 
teur Li Chu-man thought he led 
a charmed life. However, he 
reckoned without the SARS 
virus which is wreaking eco- 
nomic devastation here. 

Li twice escaped ruin by sell 
ing a restaurant and a noodle 
shop before recession gripped, 
but now, like many small-time 
investors, he is seeing his sav- 
ings eaten away as the SARS 
crisis sends stocks tumbling. 

*1 don't like to talk or think 
about that" he said bluntly 
when asked how much his 
portfolio had lost. 

The key Hang Seng index hit 
a four-and-a-half year low on 
Friday and has plunged nearly 
700 points, or 7.4 percent, 
since the outbreak began six 
weeks ago, wiping billions off 
its value. 

Li later admitted his losses 
now totalled "probably around 
several hundred thousand dol- 
lar". 

Property stocks, which make 


Outbreak batters 
HK’s small investors 


up “about 70 percent of my 
portfolio” have been one of the 
hardest-hit sectors as investors 
sell up for feat SARS could 
spark a further plunge in the 
property market, hitting the 
profits of developers. 

Li revealed one of his major 
stocks, Sun Hung Kai Proper- 
ties—the second largest proper- 
ty developer in the territo- 
ry—had plummeted froma high 
of nearly 70 Hong Kong dollars 
($9) in May last year to its cur- 
rent price of 34.50 dollars. 

Irsa dramatic turnaround in 
fortunes for Li, who sold a 
restaurant just as the 1997 fi- 
nancial crisis was taking hold 

“We got lucky with the tim- 
ing and we even managed to 
get a decent price—almost a 
million dollars for the place. I 
was 56 then and could have re- 
tired comfortably" Li recalls. 

"But then my son-in-law 
asked me to set up a small поо- 
dle shop with him. It was suc- 
cessful until a few years ago 
when the economy turned and 
we struggled just to break even 
every week.” AFP 
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SARS may spell economic disaster 
for Asean, Cambodia official says 


PHNOM PENH, Cambodia—Cambodia's For- 
eign Minister Hor Namhong said Friday the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations will 
seek to devise joint measures to avert a possi- 
ble “economic catastrophe” for the region 
from severe acute respiratory syndrome. 

He said Prime Minister Hun Sen will chair 
the emergency summit of Asean leaders, 
scheduled to be held in Bangkok, Thailand, 
on April 29 to discuss the effects of SARS. 

‘Cambodia currently presides over the ro- 
tating chair of Asean. 

‘The meeting “is important because the neg- 


China growth 


BEUING— Chinz's awesome 9.9 percent eco- 
nomic growth in the first quarter sparked de- 
bate in state media on Friday about whether 
the economy is overheating and if the govern- 
ment should do anything about it. 

The first-quarter growth was well above 
the government target of 7 percent for the 
year and puts China on pace to beat its eight 
percent growth of last year. 

‘Some economists said power shortages, 
skyrocketing property, investment and rising 
prices pointed to unsustainable growth. 

‘Others insisted the economy was healthy but 


Today's movement of Tokyo share prices are projected on a video screen in downtown Tokyo. 
Tokyo stocks edged up Friday, pushed by solid gains on Wall Street overnight. The 225-issue 


Nikkei Stock Average closed up 52.61 points, or 0.67 percent, to 7,874.51 points. ГА 


Asian airlines; other carriers 


Earn 


move to minimize damage 


HONG KONG—While airlines around the 
world battled insolvency and fretted over the 
war in Iraq, Asian-based carriers rode out the 
industry's latest downturn a bit more smooth- 
ly. Then along came SARS. 

Asia's aviation industry has been pitched 
into what some are calling its worst crisis ev- 
er, with thousands of flights canceled, passen- 
gers scared to fly and those who do fly facing 
delays in some airports as they undergo 
mandatory checks for fever or symptoms of 
severe acute respiratory syndrome. 
‘An executive at Hong Kong's Cathay Pacific. 

ays recently warned that the carrier was 
hemorrhaging $3 million a day and might 
have to ground its entire passenger fleet next 


Boeing Co. lays 


SEATTLE, Washington—The Boeing Company 
sent layoff notices to more than 1,000 employ- 
ees at its Puget Sound aircraft factories Friday, 
as the slump in air travel claimed yet more jobs. 
The latest cuts, part of a package of 5,000 job 
losses announced last year, come on the same day 
that 840 workers clocked on for the last time. 
The world’s largest commercial aircraft man- 
wfaccurer has laid off 32,300 employees since 
the slump in airline travel that followed the 


month if traffic kept falling. Cathay quickly 
tried to back away from such a dire warning 
but admitted it may have to consider further 
cuts on top of the 42 percent of its fights al- 
ready canceled for now. 

Analysts say it’s impossible to know how 
badly the industry will be hit. 

Cathay and Dragonair have cut back opera- 
tions so severely that the Airport Authority 
that runs Hong Kong's Chek Lap Kok airport. 
warned that its core business was threatened. 

Other regional carriers are slashing costs as 
they try to wait out the storm, while U.S.- and 
European-based carriers are trying to mini- 
mize damage with quick cuts in flights to the 
worst affected regions. AP 


off 1,000 more 


Septemeber 11, 2001 attacks, and that number 
is expected to rise to 35,000 by the end of 2003. 

"This is a direct result of the business envi- 
ronment we find ourselves in,” said Boeing 
spokesman Todd Blecher, adding that the “сш- 
rent economic malaise and the unexpected out- 
break of SARS only make it more challenging.” 

‘The number of new jets the manufacturer 
expects to deliver to clients has fallen off from 
527 in 2001 to 280 this year. AFP 


Sony, Marvei tangled in legal web 


LOS ANGELES —A sticky web of legal intrigue 
over "Spider-Man" movie merchandising is in 
the hands of a Los Angeles judge, who is ex- 
pected to decide next week whether or not it 
‘will be untangled entirely in public. 

Comic book publisher Marvel Enterprises 
Inc. has filed suit against Sony Pictures Enter- 
tainment, seeking to terminate its "Spider- 
Man” licensing agreement with the movie stu- 
dio after the upcoming sequel to last year's 
blockbuster film. 

The movie studio argues that Marvel is us- 
ing the litigation as leverage to secure better 
licensing terms, knowing disclosure of sealed 
documents in the case would compromise 
Sony's dealings with future business partners 
and competitors. 

Judge Alexander Williams on Monday will 
consider motions by Sony seeking to keep cer- 
tain documents under seal and to refer the 


dispute to a referee—a retired judge assigned 
to handle the case іп an expedited man- 
ner—rather than a jury trial. 

Losing its licensing pact with Marvel would 
effectively cut short one of Sony's most poten- 
tially lucrative film franchises. 

But Marvel has insisted that its suit is not 
‘an attempt to halt production of a “Spider- 
Man" sequel. 

‘The original “Spider-Man” movie, starring 
Tobey Maguire as a geeky teenager trans- 
formed into a superhuman crime fighter by a 
radioactive spider bite, was the highest-gross- 
ing movie of 2002, generating worldwide 
ticket sales of $800 million. 

Marvel, whose 4,700 comic characters ate 
licensed to promote everything from snack 
foods to clothing and entertainment, filed its 
complaint under seal in Los Angeles Superior 
Court in February. Reuters 


ative impact of SARS is more grave than the. 
terrorist act of Sept. 11, 2001 and the Iraq 
war,” Hor Namhong seid. 

“Without any preventative measures, this 
will lead to economic catastrophe,” he said. 

‘The SARS outbreak has already hit the vital 
tourism industry hard, as bookings dry up on 
revelations that air travelers were instrumen- 
tal in helping spread the disease. 

Six of the 10 Asean countries—Indone- 
sia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam—have reported cas- 
es of SARS, according to the World Health 


ІЗ 


Organization. 

Within the group, Singapore has reported the 
most cases of infection, 171, and 15 deaths. 

The other Asean countries are Brunei, 
‘Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar, 

The worst affected places, however, are 
mainland China and Hong Kong, which are 
mot Asean members. But host Thailand is said 
to be considering inviting their leaders also. 

Hor Namhong said Asean leaders “will dis- 
‘cuss adopting measures at both national and 
regional levels” to prevent further damage to 
their economies. AP 


triggers overheating fears 


faced uncertainties such as a sluggish global en- 
vironment and the deadly SARS virus. 

“Ts not totally without foundation for some 
people to believe that the economy is overheat- 
ing,” the Economic Daily quoted Gao Huiging, 
senior economist at the top government think 
tank State Information Centre, as saying. 

“The economy is taking off and parts of it 
have showed excessive growth. Will it lead to 
an overheated economy eventually and 
should policies be changed? My view is that 
there should be policy changes, and the 
quicker the better,” Gao said. 


China has maintained an expansionary fis- 
cal policy since 1998, issuing tens of billions 
of dollars in special bonds to fund infrastruc- 
ture projects. 

The central People's Bank of China is also 
boosting money supply to help spur growth 
and put an end to deflation. 

Beijing has also been trying to stave off a 
possible property bubble. Last month, the 
central bak said it planned to raise interest 
rates and down payment requirements for 
luxury home mortgages to help cool off the 
red-hot sector. Reuters 


Wall St. stocks may tread 
water in earnings flood 


NEW YORK—This week marks the most fre- 
netic period of the US first-quarter earnings 
season, but questions over how the rest of the 
year will unfold could keep stock moves on 
the quiet side, analysts said. 

“T expect the market to tread water,” said 
‘Alan Ackerman, a market strategist at broker- 
age Fahnestock & Co. “The economy is going 
nowhere fast. We're in a jobless economic re- 
covery and continue to see companies limit 
their capital spending.” 

Such concerns over the health of the nation’s 
economy and corporate profits have swiveled 
back into the spotlight now that the war in Iraq 
has wound down. Investors are demanding 
dear evidence of solid growth after three 
straight years of brutal losses in che marker. 

“People are uying to anticipate how much 
bounce we're going to get.” said Henry Her- 
mann, chief investment officer at Waddell & 


about 


Php 17M. 


yearl 


Reed, which oversees about $28 billion. 
“They're going to be looking for every lite 
hinc 

One-third of the Standard & Poor's 500 
companies will post earnings this week and, if 
they follow the recent trend, they will top an- 
alysts lowered expectations. In addition, an 
advanced read on gross domestic product 
next week could show better growth in the 
first quarter of this year than in the fourth 
quarter of 2002. 

But investors, forever looking ahead, are 
seen shrugging off the numbers as yesterday's 
news when they return from their three-day 
Easter holiday weekend on Monday. 

"The key to the market is the quarters to 
come," said John Davidson, president and 
chief executive officer at PartnerRe Asset 
Management, which oversees more than $5 
billion. Reuters 
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wA solvent ink 


Print up to 300 sqft per hour! A 10 ft x 
20 ft banner is finished in 38 minutes. 
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based ink printer. X2 inks not only 
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dpi resolution. 

Get stunning detail from the only 
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technology. 

Reap the unique benefits of the 
Roland Color RIP; super- 
sophisticated but simple to use. 

Fast Ethernet 100Base-TX network 
support. 


Other Тугой абі include. Javelin ID Card Printers. « 
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SolJet I was a sensation, and became even 
moreso with the introduction of X2 
solvent inks. SolJet Pro II together with X2 
inks is TOO good to miss. So why are you 
waiting? If you're a serious signmaker, 
you need'one. 
SPECIAL BUNDLE 

imited time only, Pro I buyers will receive a 
Microtek 8700 scanner absolutely free. It's а high- 
end, high resolution, 42-bit scanner and it's yours 
free when you buy Pro И. Now. 
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RATES 
P75 per line 
(i pices seo AN) 


DEADLINES 


P245 per column centimeter 


Mondays to Saturdays 
12:00 noon. 
Day before publication. 


Sundays 
12:00 noon. 
every Thursday 


Z 

б. 

(2 
INVITATION TO BID 


The Home Development Mutual Fund (Pag-IBIG FUND) is Inviting all 
qualified Internet Service Providers to a Bidding for ils SDSL Internet 
Connection (Dedicated Internet Access) for Y2003 with an Agency 
Budget Ceiling of P1,100,000.00. 


HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND 


‘Terms of Reference and Bid forms may be obtained from the 
Procurement Section, Task Force-General Services 7th floor Atrium of 
Makati Building, Makati Ave., Makati City starting April 21, 2003 upon 
payment of a non-refundable fee of One Thousand (P1,000.00) Pesos. 


Ali interested Contractors/Providers are invited to attend the Pre-Bid 
Conference which shall be held on April 28, 2003 al the НОМЕ Muhi- 
Purpose Hall, Rm. 602, біл floor, The Atrium of Makati Building, Makati 
Avenue, Makati City at 9:00 o'clock in the morning. 


The HOMF reserves the right to reject any or all bids, маме any 
informality or accept such bids as may be considered advantageous to 
the Fund. Further, the НОМЕ assumes no obligation whatsoever to 
compensate or indemnity the bidders for expenses or losses that may 
be incurred in participating in this bidding. 


For further inquiries and/or information, please call Mr. Carlos A. Latorre! 
Mr. Jose Maria M. Diaz at 811-42-62, 811-42-79 or visit our Corporate 
Website at http://pag-ibig-tund.com or e-mail us at 
hámigpis біліс сопор. 


BACITR 
by: 


(894) EMMA LINDA B. FARIA 
Senior Vice President, Technical Support Group 


рома мыт. эю Vice Chair 


IMPORTED FACTORY CONSUMABLES; OFFIGE/STORAGE 
CONTAINERS; ELECTRICAL; OFFICE FURNITUREEQUIPMENT; 
MISCELLANEOUS, ETC. 


IN OVER 300 LOTS INCLUDING: 
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT - UNSCO 225KVA Transformer. (8) LIEBERT Power 
Congmoners, Ass Flood Lights, IndusnalLohts Asti. Алап Bones; Large 
Cap Натка Pane бота Seu Genies, в Conus бесін Cable, 
FUBBEL Баса база, 
VALIESPREUMATIE FITTINGS: DÁWYER Fior Meters, PARKER Лене 
Азза Pressute Regulators, OMATICIASAMIRITZAPOLLO Vaives, HAYWARD 
SranersAssid SWAGELOCK Preumatc Fangs: GEO FISHER Pneumatic 
Valves а Filings. KINETICS Gas Sick Type Ar Piles, Assis Pressure Gauges; 
РУС Comecors. eic 
MISCELLANEOUS - Aluminum Pole Drops: Fan Blowers: Aluminum Channels; 
Ais Ppe/Dusings. GYPSON Board. Acoustic Cong Panels w Suppers, 
Siames Sed Pise Asid Dove Gels, Азна Filer Elements, Diesel Tank 
Numnum Screen, Зе Racks, (3) oping Towers, 40120 Slorage Containers: 
ОТ бомба Corner WESTINGHOUSE Rangers? asi Won 
‘Sout Туре Av Condtonars, STAR DUST Sally Lamps, 
ЕНСЕ FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT Work Slaton Рита ие ARNOX Plan Files: 
Stee Fang Cabinets Sie Реген Drawers, ConerenceMocing Tables, Fabre 
Vphaiserca Clenca Chars, Monotioc Chers, НР Pioner, Аза. PC'S, Аза 
Telephone Handsets ec 
Оң. TUESDAY 22ND APRI 2009- 19 30AM, 
оң vew: мокоду zts PARR zoos FAON 3 GAM TO ЗОРИ & MORNING OF SALE DAS 
AE FOTAREA INTEL TECH PHILIPPINES ING GATEWAY BUSNESS PARK, 
TRSY AVAL ERA GENERAL FRIAS 4107 CAVITE PHLPENES 
REPURDAALE DEPOSIT ЕСО UFON REGISTRATION 
HENRY __ HENRY BUTCHER INTERNATIONAL PAILS. INC. 
Ма Ground Pioa sane Вир 7O EDSA Pasay C 
BUTCHER EEA 
à м о ыы 
vow henrybulcher.com. 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
PRESIDENTIAL COMMISION ON 
GOOD GOVERNMENT 
IRC Building # 82 EDSA 
Mandaluyong City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Presidential Commission on Good Government (PCGG), 
invites interested parties to participate in the sealed bidding for the 
lease of the ground floor of the People’s Center and Library located 
at Real St., Tacloban City, as venue for "Summer Trade Exhibit" from. 
May 15, 2003 to July 15, 2003. 


The bidding guidelines willbe available at the Asset Management 
Department Presidential Commission on Good Government, 3rd 
Floor, IRC Building #82 EDSA, Mandaluyong City and at the PCGG. 
Nipa Hut, Jones St., Tacloban City, starting April 8, 2003. For 
inquiries, please contact Darwin C. Altea at Telephone No. 726-0034 
and Renor О. Dauag at Telephone No. (053) 321-3413. 


Pre-qualilication requirements should be submitted on or before 
April 26, 2003, while bids will be received, opened and tabulated at 
10:00 A.M. May 2, 2003 in the presence of the bidders at the PCGG, 
Asset Management Department, 3rd Ficor, IRC Building, #82 EDSA, 
Mandaluyong City. 

(6%) RENOR О. DAUAG 


Regional Representative 
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RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 


(A prices ыле of VA) 


DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 

Day before publication 
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Message of Thanks 


‘The family of the late у 


| МТО AGUILAR ZARAGOZA 


July 8, 1920 - April 13,2003 


of Masbate City, Legazpi City, Palawan and Batangas City 
Retired District Engineer of DPWH 


Senior Partner, Encarnacion Law Office 
Former Commissioner, National Labor Relations Commission (NLRC) 
Executive Vice-President, Federacion Internacional de Abogadas (FIDA) 
Parliamentarian, Soroptomist International of Quezon City 


(widow of the late Atty. RAMON S. ENCARNACION, 
Former Delegate, 1971 Constitutional Convention representing the 
Ist District of Ilocos Sur) 


Her son JOSE MARIA and daughter-in-law MARIA МЕМЕТТЕ; sisters LOURDES (+) and VIRGINIA; 
brothers ALFONSO (+) and GONZALO, JR.; in-laws; relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 


His loving wife DR, BEULAH GONZALES-ZARAGOZA, and 
child DIANE JOY; 


His late wife ESTELA NAVEA-ZARAGOZA (8), and children 
MERLE and MON, GERRY and JOY. GLENN and ALICE, JUN 
and BABY. EDGAR and MAYEE, GRACE and RAOUL, and 
‘grandchildren. . 


Wish to convey their heartfelt thanks to all those who condoled with 
them in their hour of bereavement, extended kind words, offered 
prayers and Masses, sent flowers, visited and kept vigil, and joined 


Ate burial rites. 


Her remains lie in state at the Felicidad Chapel, Arlington Memorial Chapels, G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


E 


Ww YR А 
SAI the services you need... in а most elegant setting. 


God indeed is my Savior, I am confident and unafraid, 
ту strength and my courage is the Lord; 

With joy you will draw water at the fountain of salvation, 
and say on that day: Give thanks 10 the Lord! 

Isaiah 12:2-3 


Our Dearly Belwed 


JOCELYN М, ROJAS - ABESAMIS 


of Peñaranda, Nueva Ecija; Quezon City; and Catbalogan, Samar 
Born on August 21, 1931 


mE 


& 
R zl (Specialists in US technique of soft, "natural texture" body preservation) 
Kalsadang Bago. Pateros. ММ, Philippines > Tel. Nos. 642-5234 035: 642-6181 to 2 ; Fax No. 68-3369 


“Put all your cares under our care...” 


j er 
Ап obituary ee 


with a "ROSENDA GATMAITAN - LORICA 


picture сай 

de Retired Professor of Chemistry, U.P. Diliman 
be a fitting Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
Toute fo оп April 19, 2003 at the age of 76. 
your 
departed 
loved one. 


жылы ae a жасы... 


5 Peacefully joined our Risen Lord on Holy Saturday, April 19, 2003 
ғ 


Beloved spouseof: Court of Appeals Justice Bernardo P. Abesamis 


Mommy of: Atty. Ferdinand and Josephine de Guzman 
children: | A-Jay and Jay-B 
Atty. Edmund and Janet Jose 
children: Jeric, Justin and Joshua 
Engr. Bernardo, Jr. and Miles Cuaresma 
Atty. Alejandro and Louella Bides 
children: | Gideon and Carlos 
Q.C. Councilor Rommel and Bernadette Enriquez 
Children: | Therese, Miggy and Katie 
Moonyeen (1) and Rodolfo К. Ауасһе 
daughter: | Micah 
Dr. Sheila and Dr. Jesus Recasata 
children: Nicco, Nikki, Nathan and Neo 


Her bereaved husband Professor A.S. Lorica of U.P. Chemistry; 
daughters and sons and their spouses, Lenny and Jagei Ayyangar, 
Noel and Dee Lorica, Fe Paz and Jonathan Morales, Victor and 
Arlene Lorica, Ben and Susan Lorica; nine grandchildren, sister 
Felipa Gatmaitan and brother Benjamin and Rosa Gatmaitan; 
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law and other relatives request your 


к prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


rege сани. 
INQUIRER 
Obituaries 


Her body lies in state at Our Lady of Consolation Mortuary in 
Mirra Nila Subdivision, Culiat, Quezon City. 


Interment will be announced later but it will be in Himlayan 
Pilipino, Quezon City, after requiem Mass. 

Sister of: Dr. Milagros Navarette, Judge Pablito and Gertrudes Rojas, 

Teresita and Justito Yulo, Narciso Rojas, Jr. (t) 

Sister-in-law of: Engr. Eduardo Abesamis, Jr. (+) and Atty. Amelia Agsalud 

Zenaida and Atty. Manuel Digon 

Leonardo and Felisa R. Dator 

Reynaldo and Lualhati Cruz 


4 Ramon and- Pag-asa Cruz 


of Cagayan, Isabela and Manila 


Died in the Grace of our Lord on April 18, 2003 
at the age of 85. 


Her children BENITO (+) and TERESITA, JOSE & 
| ARSENIA, JUANITO & MYRNA, JOHNNY & VIOLETA, 


| BITTEE (BETTY) UY vda. de FERNANDEZ 


Her body lies in state at the Christ the King Church funeral chapel, 


OBITUARY р 
| Greenmeadows Avenue, Quezon City. 


"REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death 


3 Cerificate 


Interment will be at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City on Saturday, 


NORMA & PETER, LOLITA & WELLY: grandchildren and April 26, 2003, after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at the Christ the King Church funeral chapel. 


great grandchildren, sisters, nephews, nieces, relatives and friends 
request the pious readers to pray for the etemal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Arlington Memorial Chapels, 


© Any identification 
; document (1р 


G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 
€— Interment will be on Sunday, April 27, 2003 at the Manila 
Eran Memorial Park, Parañaque after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at Arlington 1 
оны | е Memorial Chapels 

5 a 

ees шш 


тош Cee | MA. MAGDALENA ELORES-BAUTISTA 


Posey ише Gree ot oir Lors on Apri 17,2003 oe bey he hal ie * 
prem 


iom 11:25 


Deling peacefully joined Our Creator and her beloved husband Tony 
ge (of Malolos, Bulacan) on Wednesday, the 16th of April 2003, at the аре of 80. 
pla 


OTO; ша LIZA. ВАМ. 
Я 


CEFERINO J, VALERIO, Sr, 


Peaceflly joined his Creator 
оп April 14, 2003 at the age of 72. 


Her beloved children: Nonette & Menchie, Milo & Susan, Mandy & Daisy, Arthur, 
Marian & Nick Gutierrez, Jt, M.D., Ten & Gabby Consulta, Andrew & Susie, Sherry Ann and other 
grandchildren, relatives and friends, request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


ете: 
she ot Memo Pot Se ua Pea Су, 


=a 
| TERESITA "TITANG" AGRAVANTE GONZALEZ 


Apal 6, 1933- Арий 19. 2003 
ч В Homes, Paras 


nii C 


His bereaved wife Escolastica: children Virgilio 
аһа Susan, Victor and Catherine (1). Virginia 
and Oscar, Victoria and Demetrio, Violeta and 

Josue, Valerie, Ceferino, Jr. and Melanle, 
rio; grandchildren Jonathan, Mark. 
imes, Matthew, Jerome, Marvic. 
Cariou, CJ. Dave, and Collin; 
|| brother Rufino and sisters Amelia, Adelaida, and 
Rebecca; and other relauves and ínends request 
your prayers for the eterna repose of his soul 


Her remains lie in state at ће Holy Trinity Chapel, 
Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City. 


Milos 


Minny te Моне & Torch, Monga & Cor-con. 
Koko. Ре & Francs, olin). Pla nd Сава. 


sse o Crochl lll, бейе. Lula Moni and Chit 
Good fed to many 


Body ies з ae at the Holy Тпайу Chapels, St Claire 
‘Chapel. Seca Para 


Interment: Wednesday, Apn 23, 2003 at $00 pan 


ик Gonzales, елеу 


Interment will be on Tuesday, the 22nd of April 2003 at the Family Mausoleum in Malolos, Bulacan 
0 p.m, Mass at the Barasoain Church, Malolos, Bulacan. 


His body les in state at the Loyola Memorial 
‘Chapels, Guadalupe, Makati City. 


Interment will be on April 22, 2003 at Loyola 
Memonal Park, Marikina Ciy alter the 1:00 p.m. 
| Mass at he Loyola Memonal Chapels, Makati Cuy. 
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Sorsogon plans distance education through Internet via satellite 


By Emir Gamis 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


SORSOGON CITY—The provin- 
cial board has approved a resolu- 
tion authorizing the provincial 
government to apply for an P11.2 
million loan from the Develop- 
ment Bank of the Philippines to 
finance distance-learning centers 
with the use of satellite technolo- 


‘The amount represents the 
province's share in its partnership 
мій ЕЕТУ Inc., the proponent of 


Study says Pinoy. 


the project whose participation 
totals P9.5 million. The project 
calls for the installation of a re- 
mote gateway facility within the 
provincial capitol and connect it 
to the Internet backbone and oth- 
er Intemet broadcast servers 
through a central hub station in 
Metro Manila via satellite. 

‘The aim is to allow people in 
far-flung barangays 
8k themselves of higher education 
from schools and universities 
around the world, engage in in- 
come-generating activities by 


cation-accredited 
to avail 
may include 


grams. 


still skeptical of 
online banking 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva 


ARECENT survey shows that Filipinos remain 
skeptical of online banking despite the avail- 
ability of such services. 

The study—titled “The Filipino Internet 
Banker'—shows that only 15 percent of 632 
respondents said they have engaged in online 
banking. Their primary reason for doing on- 
line banking is convenience. 

According to Janette Toral, founder of Digi- 
talFilipino.com which conducted the survey, 
the slow adoption of online banking in the 
Philippines could be due to the lack of push 
from banks and the readiness of the market. 

Respondents were mainly residents of 
Metro Manila (67 percent), male (68 percent) 
and married (56 percent). Majority of the re- 
spondents are also highly educated (96 per- 


cent are college graduates), working and 
have reasonable annual incomes. 

The study noted that respondents who 
have used the Internet are most inclined to do 
online banking. Over 70 percent of respon- 
dents who tried online banking had been us- 
ing the Internet for over five years. 

“The comfort level achieved by these indi- 
viduals using the Internet makes them appre- 

tive of the value of Internet banking,” the 
study noted. 

The study also acknowledged previous ob- 
servations that individuals with personal 
computers at home were also likely to do In- 
ternet banking. More than 90 percent of the 
respondents owned a PC at home, but more 
than 80 percent accessed the Internet via 
their workplace. 

STUDY/&21 


learning entrepreneurial skills 
and enjoy lower telephone rates 
without leaving the province. 
Various communication appli- 
cations which can be done once 
the project goes full steam ahead 
include interactive distance edu- 
cation and training programs 
from Commission on Higher Edu- 
schools and 
universities from Manila and 
abroad. These training programs 
undergraduate, 
graduate and post-graduate pro- 


‘Once the satellite network is in 
place, the province can also enjoy 
fast Internet access for selected 
local government offices. The in- 
stallation of public calling offices 
providing cheap international di- 
Tect dial and national direct dial 
telephone services can also com- 
тепсе once the province is con- 
nected to the backbone. 

The project also aims to pro- 
vide communication linkages be- 
tween the office of the provincial 
government and а distance- 
learning center each for Pilar and 


Bulan for video and audio broad- 
casting. 

Proponents of the project hope 
that the project would give effec- 
tive,transfer and access to impor- 
tant data that can be used for 
emergencies, disasters and other 
calamities. It is also hoped that 
the maintenance of peace and or- 
der as well as strategic network- 
ing for investments and other 
economic activities would be fa- 
cilitated with the network. 

Although the project originally 
aimed to provide a distance- 


greater 


MULTIMEDIA messaging ! 
service (MMS), coupled ! 
with the slew of new MMS 4 
handsets being pushed to | 
the market, is pushing the | 
adoption of GPRS 


WHAT'S THE 


technology $ 


learning center in each of the 15 
municipalities of the province, 
the project would still accomplish 
what it aims for with the 
tance-learning centers in Pilar, 
Bulan and Sorsogon City, Gov. 
Raul Lee said in a statement. The 
network will also transform Bu- 
Jan and Pilar into hubs of devel- 
‘opment, Lee added, 

Members of the provincial 
board declared as unfeasible the 
idea of having distance-learning 
center in each municipality of 
Sorsogon. 


$ Global GPRS Suc. increases to 4796 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva. 


STATISTICS gathered from a study by a wire- 
less communications group show that global 
uptake of General Packet Radio Service 
(GPRS) mobile phone technology hit 47 per- 
cent during the last quarter. 

However, GPRS subscriptions worldwide 
still represent only one percent of the total 
GSM subscriber base, according to the UK- 
based Wireless World Forum. 

Та Europe alone, the forum said that there 
are now over 40 million GPRS subscribers. 
However, the group also noted that European 
operators have "uncompetitively priced" 
GPRS services, and this is preventing faster 
adoption of the technology. 

Also, content and applications supporting 
GPRS technology were lacking in Europe and 
has therefore prevented the growth of GPRS 
subscribers in this region, the group added. 

A previous Yankee Group study showed 
that boosting content services dramatically 
increased the adoption of new technologies 
such as GPRS. 

GPRS is a faster version of the mobile net- 
work standard called Global System for Mo- 
bile Communications or GSM. European and 
Asian operators have adopted this standard, 
which is currently the most dominant in the 
world. 

GLOBAL B2I 


CONNECTION? 


Leased Lines and Long Distance all оге designed to гип 24 hours а day, 7 days a week so you 
have nothing to worry about. To make your. profits climb or to get your business on the right track, 
BayanTel Enterprise Solutions will make the connection for you, For inquiries, call 449-2200. 


Bert, 


Whether you run a coconut plantation or a recording company, Bayantel Enterprise Solutions can package a customized 
bundle: of products and services that will help streamline your operations. When we connect you to your branch office 
or fo ће internet, you can quickly and reliably transfer voice, video or data every day of the year. We'll do everything 
we can to simplify your business process so you run more efficiently and more profitably. From DSL and Frame Relay to 


TEL 


aw even 
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By Gerry Plaza mams] shows more data linked directly 

Internet search service last week | = Jocking for information оп Manila 

with a refurbished Yahoo Search could even get weather, news, an 

set to bring тоге informative yet | WA¥#OOLsearch image database and geographical = 
rival Google. rectory and Web search results. multimedia applications like 
ent move to bring forth its own Е Google: a text search box at the 

vice. Google had offered äddi- Sach Un ко elo cone Е ec ве 
sive website directories. als, Groups, Mail and HotJobs. Officials said ing its technology leadership.” 
essed at newsearch yahoo.com. tential of Inktomi technology for the next four years. sored search listings at the right. avalabiliy of the network but Worldwide, Nokia has deliv. 
including subscriber services and the paid-inclusion program. ing the growing market for inci- ^ Yahoo also began testing for a Edge is an upgrade to the Gen- tries. Nokia will have 14 Edge tri- 
there were plans to immediately 00266 with revenue potential, of- with more data related to the бот its shopping service. The ser- European-born Global Standard mobile cellular phone subscribers 
search technology for its offering. According to studies, revenue The new Yahoo Search upgrade narrow their search by price. services, which promise faster Long Distance TelephoneCo. 2 

tions Group subsidiary in the 3 
%* OF THE | 

startup is eyeing the global com- the Philippines. Gurango said the 

outsourcing market worth $1 bil- sold by Microsoft to global clients 

go, head of an upcoming soft- ware under stringent standards. 

‘To be based in the Philippines, work customize software solu- 
the startup is aiming to ride the tions for a certain client. Only a S E 
wave of software outsourcing ор- few companies in the Philippines "= . 
з nultiayer switching solutions for organiz ire edvanc vice, s 

ties, Gurango said, would em- ing this now.” multilayer switching solutions for organizations that require advanced quality of service, scalable 
software for the mass market. | applications, but declined to dis- Е 

sourced," Gurango added. ever, Gurango mentioned that his Я + Standard features include: VLANs, Multicast support, Quality of Service, Security, 
eventually became an executive NET intiative. tohigh-end, multilayer inteligent service switching solutions. 
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сы С INFOTECH ss rm 
Evolution makes Yahoo ‘google’ its search site $ t : 
Я into search results culled fro 
YAHOO took the next step in its 2 Шш а itor queries. To illustrate, vi 
simple query results similar to the ees | information on the Philippine cap- 
offering of corporate partner and = =e ital apart from returning Yahoo di- By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva mobile data connections for rich 
This comes days after Yahoo ee search's inel design offers PHILIPPINE mobile operator video via cellular. 
purchased Inktomi in an appar- е same simplicity offered by Smart Communications Inc. has “We are taking the next evolu 
" b beguntesingNoki'smextgener- tionary step forward in GSM 
bct eredi center and a few addtional nk ation mobile network called technology while leveraging and 
1 i- Е oyment of a third-generation works. As we strengthen our mar- 
tional results to queriesthatdon't = Sar =] integrate the service to its other P. H Les 
каа entries in Yeboo' exien- THE NEW Yale hes Сога fen portal services, including Person. @G)-like network nationwide, ket leadership, Smart is bolster. 
Currently, the new Yahoo But in news reports, the Yahoo from commercial search services Ав part of the new service, Ya- Пек ол Sis Soe S DU eT 
sent ant at mode and ac. executives admitted the huge po- is expected to reach $7 billion in hoo will place additional spon. Cid not specify the commercial executive Napoleon Nazareno. 
Tewill take prominence across the the development of the search Yahoo began improving its hand side of the page in lieu of said that it would golive uponthe егей Edge-capable GSM hard- 
world’s leading Internet portal, site, including those for clients in search services іп October, realiz- graphical advert banners. delivery ofthe Edgesoftware. маге to 28 operators in 19 coun- 
‘website directories. "Web search is the hottest con- sive Web searches popularized by new productsearch site, prod- eral Packet Radio Service (GPRS) als in all continents this year. 
Yahoo executives had denied (елі item in websites today. It Google. It returned search results ucts yahoo.com, which gets content network technology under the Smart has over nine million 
severe ties with Google since the fering clients text links in naviga- query as it slowly turned away vice allows visitors to compare prices for Mobile Communications аз of February 2003. It is a wholly 
new site will still use the latter's Чоп engines for a fee. from its legacy directory service. — of items across several websites or (GSM). It is a step closer to 3G owned subsidiary of Philippine 
f " y : ү Cisco Systems 
By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva. at the Microsoft Business Solu- 221 | | Ж " 
A FORMER Microsoft executive  country—picked up the idea from 
heading a Philippine software software development work in 
mercial software development commercial payroll system being P H 1 | | Р PI N E S ғ TO p 
lion, an official said. was developed in the Philippines. я 
“Our hope is to get 0.1 percent This indicates that Filipino devel- 
Е Е 100 СОМРАМЕ$ АВЕ 
next five years,” said Joey Guran- skill to create commercial soft- 
"ware outsourcing firm called Gurango said that most soft- Ў 
Webworks Outsourcing which is ware development firms in the 3 
scheduled to launch in May. Philippines which do outsourcing 
portunities that is slowly picking are engaged in this niche market. АСА cae SUM ато iin И 2 
up worldwide. These opportuni- He added: “India is already do- ро саан ed 2s ena ло 
1 : performance, comprehensive security and simple manageability. Thats why the country's most 
Кр ане шске ad he ыыы ы competitive companies entrust their networks only to the Catalyst Series. 
“We're at the beginning of а close the computing platform the WHY PURCHASE CISCO 
wevewherecommerdialsofware company intends to focus on. Af- > 
development would be ош- ter retiring from Microsoft, how- CATALYST SWITCHES? 
Gurango—who formerly head- new startup would be developing Manageability via embedded Cisco Cluster Management Suite 
ed Great Plains Philippines and applications under Microsofts + It provides increased levels of functionality from basic connectivity 
Study says Pinoys... WIDCANVEST IN 
CISCO EQUIPMENT? 


-From page B20 quiry and fund transfer. Of the lo- * Enc:to-end networking product solutions * 
cal banks cited in the study, the j *We know the Internet, e-business and networking best 
When engaging in Internet Bank of the Philippine Islands = Financially stable: with cash and investments in 
banking, the respondents said was identified as the most active excess of USS21bilion, Cisco is a company thet won't go away, 
that doing balance inquiries and in promoting its Internet banking especially in this economic downturn. 
bills payment were the common services. Thus, it is not surprising 
transactions they made. Doing that the study also showed that 


fund transfers via the Internet is more than 50 percent of the re- T Lá 
also increasingly becoming ап spondents were depositors of the 24 
online activity, the study noted. same bank. is ind 


Only 27 percent of the respon- The study said that the current. 3 
dents have tried mobile phone- Internet user base in the Philip- i 1 
based banking for balance in- pinesisat3.5 million. қ 
Global GPRS adoption ME р SWITCH ? 
E Н 


From page B20 sages and for downloading poly- 
phonic phones. 

Ramon Isberto, Smart Com- епо noted that GPRS usage 
munications Inc. head of public could be described in two wa, 
of affairs, said that the operator oneisthatthe technology is being 
could not specifically determine- used as a transport vehicle for Please send an email to evillanu@eisco.com or fax this form to 750-5897 | 
the rate of adoption of GPRS from other devices го connect to the In- О YES, | would like know more about Cisco LAN Switches. | 


Cisco.com/ph 


its network. ternet, while the other usage is 
репо admitted, however, the one that is related to the mo- е аяк Med Dove a co pss 

that there has been an increase іп bile handset itself, For these rea- 

data service activities overitsnet- sons, Smart admitted that it has Seeman Nama: 

work with GPRS available to all difficulty determining the adop- 

its subscribers tion rates of GPRS on its network. 
Isberto also stressed that GPRS. | Meanwhile, mobile phone gi- lyst 2950 EN 

adoption іп the Philippines de- ant Nokia said that 50 percent of &3550 Switches 


Prone: 


pends on the availability of hand- its handsets in 2003 now have 

sets, the services and contentthat GPRS support. This means that ih One Year Аф ooo, 

support this mobile technology. Же technology would soon catch Replacement” йан 
The executive said that local up with the demand for a faster, 

subscribers are now using GPRS enhanced experience using mo- ис 


mostly for sending picture mes- bile phones. СС 


Your assurance of original Intel products 


Always insist on your INTEL 3-YEAR WARRANTY CARD on your next PC purchase from Genuine Intel Dealers. 
It’s your guarantee of utmost quality and reliability from the world's leading manufacturer of computer products. 


For inquiries сай Millennium Computer Technology Corporation (63 2) 363-7777 MSI Digiland Phils, Inc. (63 2) 686-3333 
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National Transmission Corporation 


Date 
Reference No. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BIB 


‘Sp99.NaP4.Ve-0282 
Construction, Erection and Installation of 138 & 69KV 
Sübstation Equipment under the Negros IV — Panay № 
Substation Projects, Schedule IV - Sta. Barbara 
Substation 
Location Sta. Barbara, lolo 
“The works to be completed by the successful bidder shall consist of turishing 
ail superintendence. labor, materials, supplies, ооз and equipment (except 
materials and equipment specified to be furnished by TRANSCO], and 
солуйт complete the substation and isting ali substation equipment to 
Compote the Construction, Erection and Installation of 138 & 6907 Substation 
Equipment for Schedule IV — Sta. Barbara Substation in accordance wih Ine 
Plans and Specifications. The work also inciudes construction of new control 
house, warehouse. quardhouse, pump Pousa, ol waler separator and water tank 
‘and water tank foundation; 
“The Approved Budget fr the Contract lo be Bid is TWENTY MILLION FOUR 
HUNDRED SIXTY THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED FIVE & 00/100 
4PHP20.460,505.00) from the intemal Cash Generation (ICG) of National 
‘Transmission Corporation. 
Application for Eligibility ie open fo Filipino contractors who have the legal, 
{echnical and financial requisites of the contract lo be bidlproject withthe 
following License and Registration Pariculars: 
License atleast “Category A- Specialty: Electrical Works” 
Regisiration : at least "Medium B - Specialty: Electrical Works” 
Appkcationtor Eigiblity shall be evalualod using "PASS/FAIL crteria ал only 
libe Bidders shall be Invited by Transco inthe bidding, АП bids equal to or 
lower than the Approved Budget lore Contract to be Bid shall be eval 
based on tho responsiveness о! the coniracior's offer 1 Ihe coniract under 
Bidding subject to Postquallication balore an award is made. Sid Prices 
submitted higher ihan tha Approved Budge forthe Солис! lo be Bid shall be 
rejected and retumed outright- 
ЮУ Documents and Forms willbe avaiable for issuance on Api 08,2008 
айе Bids and Contracts Management Department, Second Floor, ulding No. 
2. МРС-ОВС, Майопа! Transmission Corporation, Agham Road comer Quezon 
Avenue. Dilman, Quezon Ciy 1104, Teltax No.: 921-23-08 upon presentation 
21 Letter ot inteni. Contractor s License and a payment of non-fetundanle fee of 
[7800.0 par copy. 
Deadline lor submission of duly accomplished Application tor Eligbiity. Forms. 
documents and statements shal be on or balore May 08, 2003 and shall be 
Submited ofthe registration office and address mentioned above. I Ine dala is 
a non-working day or declared non-working day, the deadline for submission 
"hell бе moved to Ina next working day immediately following said dala. Late 
Submission andlor incomplete application shall nol be accepted. 
‘Contractor, not yet included in ће Transco's List of Registered Contractor, who 
wishes о paricpale in the public bidding, in order fo facite eig bil checi? 
creen are requested o register wih he rogstaton office mentioned above 
фу submitting the following basic requirements which sould be maintained 
irent and updated at least once a year. A Certiicate ol Registration wil be 
issued to contactors upon approval 
Department of Trade and Industry (OTI) business name registration or 
‘Securties and Exchange Commission (SEC) registration cercate, 
as appropriate; 
Mayor's permit andor municipal license lor the current year; 
“Taxpayer's Юелійсайоп Number, 
Notarized statement of he prospective bidder that tis not"blackdsted 
or barred from bidding by any government agency, oifice or 
Corporation. including, in a case ol procurement сі смі works, non 
inclusion in ine "lacet" ot contractors issued by the СИР. 
Audited financial statements, stamped "received" by the BIR or duly 
accredited and authorized stiutions for ће immediately preceding 
Calendar year, showing, among oihers, Ine prospective bidder s Ioa 
"and current assets and labiis incusve of Income Tex Fatum апа 
осо 
e Contractor’ License. 
TransCo reserves the right to reoct any Application for Eibiity or эй bids o 
Tequesilorragisiaton wihouLolfenng алу reasons, waive any requred оттау 
therein, and to make an award io Ine bidder whose proposal is most 
advantageous o tha government 
Ааа опа! information shall be furishad upon request. АП communications. 
‘should be addressed о the undersigned at he alorementoned address, 


+ Apri 01, 2003 


1. Contract Code 
те 


(508) WINIFREDO SM. PANGILINAN 


UAM ЫН (Chairman, Әз and Awards Commitee 


First Death Anniversary 
We Remember 


JULIA ARICAYOS-BARANGAN 
January 28, 1933 - April 21, 2002 
for her vision, quiet concern, and tender loving care. 
For Julie's Ist Anniversary of Rebirth to Eternal Life, 
April 21, 2003, we offer holy masses өп this day 
Immaculate Conception Parish Church 
Karangalan Village, Pasig City 
Saint Joseph Church. 
Project 3, Quezon City 
Ray, Juliet, Annie & Cristy Barangan 
Jethro & Jabez Portilla, Relatives & Friends 


00 a.m. 


45 pam. 


We, the family of the fate 


RODOLFO G. ABAD SANTOS 


who passed away in the Grace of our Lord on April 3, 2003 


wish to express our heartfelt gratitude and sincerest 
appreciation to all those who offered Masses and prayers, 
sent flowers and messages of sympathy and 
who in countless ways, condoled with and comforted 
us in our hour of bereavement. 
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Internet Café 


May 21 & 22, 2003 * SM Megamall Atrium A 


Come and join us as the nation's 
best gamers battle it out to become 
“Champions of the Network Gaming Arena" 


Presented by 


Ht- Venlo ity Werner 


NOACL CE CS 
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miecules perticles 


ВАТА БЕРЕ 


ATRIUM HOTEL 


www.netopia.ph 


OBITUARIES 


MS 


MM S m EST Ы E 
Lourdes c {23 (Фа А 


Office of de Insurance Commission 
Joined her Creator on April 19, 2003 at the age of 63. 
Her bereaved son LAWRENCE: daughter-in-law MICHEL 
granddaughter KRIEDGE СІ 
and sister LITA, their familie 
the eternal repose of her soul 


Herbody iesin state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, Araneta Avene, Quezon iy. 


Interment will be at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 23, 2003 at the H 
Cross Memorial Park, Novaliches, Quezon City. 


and 


POSES 


JUANITA RIO BABAR ^ 


Formerly of Fort Stotsenburg, Pampanga 
peacefully joined her Creator on April 19, 2003. 
Her body lies in state at Loyola Memorial Chapel, 
Guadalupe, Makati City. 
Interment will be at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina on 
Friday. April 25. 2003 at 2:00 p.m. alter the 10:00 a.m. Mass. 


"For Goo tored йе world. that He ge Hs ons 
ее 
perk bx here crag е" po 

In Loving Memory 
Jon the Ist Death Anniversary of our dearly beloved 


ESTELITA CUYA MATEO : 
September 3, 1928 - April 21, 2002 
икгай Jacinto I ae Evange nd Grace Ete grande 
Jason Robert and Geleen Grace ам! brathar Alfredo Sc rue пазі 
„ fends and pious readers to pray for the tema repose of her souil, 


Des 


1 
| 
| 


те 
Tn peace | shall both he down and sleep 
for you alone, Lord make me secure” (Psalm 4:9) 


ORLANDO DALE PASCUAL 


Passed away in йе Grace of our Lord on April 17, 2003. 
at the age of 


——— 


His loving wife Josefina: children Lissa, Myla, Cherry & Ron; 
grandchildren Stephen, Joshua & El brothers & sister 
Эй other relatives and inends request the readers o joi 
praying for his eternal happiness in heaven. 
His body lies in state at ihe La Funeraria Paz, С. Атал 
Interment will be on April 23, 2003 at the Eternal Garden after the 
1300 pam. Mass at La Funeraria Paz, Chapel D. 


"Let the words of my mouth meet your Favor, keep the thoughts of my heart before yov, Lord, my rock, my redeemer. 1 
р 


Psalm 21:15 


For the needs of your departed Loved Ones, the following establishments can help you. 


ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL. 


126. Araneta Avenuo. Quezon Cay. Tas 15-105 7151031; 715-1027 


ARLINGTON EAST THE GARDEN CHAPELS 
C Raymundo SI cor Mocodos Avo, San н Ava. Pasig Сү 
Таң 147589. 747-3609 : Teislax 64-1760 
AUREA QUIOGUE FUNERAL HOMES 
243AB Forantoz Avo Dagupan Cty Pangasinan 
Тез (0785) 522-3451. 522-2128 (0911434916. 

CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
(cebu Branen AS Foruna іле бәліші Modus Ciy: 
‘Cabu: Tes 346-2543. 36-2601 
COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOHES, INC. 
наны Lang Cabu Cay Tes 2310721, 231-3192 
‘COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES. RC. 

Camus E cor) Abad Santos, Davao Cy, 

"Tes 0821221 1201 27-158 
DAYAO FUNERAL HOME 
#2 Bayar 8 Gaias Саш ay. 
és 2402689, 7913702 7 3608 4:5 949 7158594 
DALLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES 
di Upor Kaanan Ооодаро Ciy 
Тек (047) 222-9808 10471 811-1008 10471 222-4512: (047 224-2014 
DON BOSCO CHAPELS 
Pasay Roan Manan Ciy Та 894-5092 034 
DULCE MEMORIAL SERVICES. 
эже Abad Sanos Avo cor Dropan Si оли. Manta 
"es. 712.5102. 741-5125 741-5133. Fax o 111-09 
 FLORESCO FUNERAL HOME 
219 Gon Luna S. Concapcon Mabon Моко Mania; 
Tes 2812963, 2013004, 2010522 


FUNERARIA PANGILINAN 
“Sario Entero cor. P. Boos St, Lourdes Sor, Angelas Cay 
Тас (048) 8552959 (0i 322-5247 
РАКЕТ SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
13V. Gomez St, Sen Rogue. Майға Cay, 

Tes 646-1725. 666 1730 
FUNERARIA ANGEL QUIOGUE 
No 67 Pas Bere Ехала, Pas Cay. Төз 51-7908: 641-1735 
M. Aimada St, Pateros, Moro мала. Tels 642-2040, 6532602 
FUNERARIA FILIPINAS 
187 Resi SL Zapote Alabang, Las Pros. Tes 673-507; 8730024 
FUNERARIA FILIPINAS 
(B85 JP. Rizai SL, Potton Marat Ciy. Tes 630-3558: 899-3181 
FUNERARIA TUASON 
Potaccn. San guek Buacan эй. 

Te (94 761-0201. 67-0268, (91) 85808 
FUNERARIA SAMSON 
145 Bayan Luma. im Сана: 

Ты AG 471395 471205 
GARDEN OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARK 
Саам ago, Parros Moro мала. Тев 6424181 1082 
HERITAGE PARK 
Bayar Read, Fon Boniaco Тариз Mero Manda 
Tas (OU 623011042. (523% ю ес. 110/112 
HOLY GARDENS MEMORIAL PARK 
Thbd Lev, Unspopoe Copias Quazon Ava. Angono, al 
ae 651-1711 6510037 
HOLY TRIITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Secu, Paranaque Са, 

Tas 825-1296 8251291 


LA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 
427 Crsogo S. Vegan, locos Sur, 
ты 722273, Сып (0917) 5880536, (0917) 5880145, 
Manita #23 Paso SI. Progc2 Quezon СВ: 18. 434-3258 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, НС. 
1501 CH. Recio Ave. cor Т Мора Mania; 
Tes 711-8831 10 38. 1324788 7322827 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, NC. 
143G. Araneta Ave. си Karaya St. Quern Су: 
Teis. 749-906 1 1: 1123001: 45642005 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
Dr A Sanos Are Sucat Parsee: 
Tes 820-1592 825 #7. 825-635 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
танәрмбал Ва. Верәо Са, 
падоле иззат (e) 42-7 
LA FUNERARIA SAPINOSO 
G Trona St, ims Cota, 
Tos (0584713986 (H6) 471-4617. (040 571-1978 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
EDSA ох Вольного. басам. Мэка Су. 
теа 86-01019 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL PARK CHAPELS & CREMATORY SERVICES 
Короз Мәлопа Рал А Bandana Avenuo Tanong Marana Ciy 
төз 941 31861098 941-306 Tolar 981-3577 
MARIAN MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Marcos ay. Ana Rus 
Tus 546-1855. 682.0208. 582-0210 
MARCELO FUNERAL HOMES 
TM Naval Sst Tonos, Novias, Moro Mane ТЫ. No 2091018 


MT. SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
мыло Dagupan Ciy, 
4560 5158628 5228783 10919) 8711 
NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 
254G Arania Avenuo, Quezon Ciy, 
Tats 71352311035. 7140067 7140888. 
POPULAR MEMORIAL CHAPELS. INC. 
214 RasiAvo Sa Сы. Maria Tei Nos 254-0067. 254-0899 
‘ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS NC. 
Ground Hong низ лара 271-Lacson St, Mandegan Bacolod Ciy 
a 437132 
пал FUNERAL HOMES 
si Comonura St. Pasay Ciy. Tes 891-1204 
Sucat Branch 8187 Dr A Soros Ava Sucat, Parataque Ciy 
Tas 826-1376 6269682 00197121200 
SANTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO PARISH 
Fortes Park Masan Ciy. 18 Nos 85 803870 Fax No 8489223 
SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE PARISH 
East бели Маладшону Cy. Tatax 724-139 7252046 
ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGOURI PARISH: 
Magstaes Wage Mana Сау Tes 852-8228 852-7284 
ST. MARK MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


таз 079) 


1-5G-Tvzoncor Lomo St алк Мама Tets 7491679: 781-1772 


ST. PETER FUNERAL HOMES 
2950uezon Awo Озата Сау Tets 372 5084. 410428087 
VERONICA MEMORIAL HOMES 
Ottot NBI torus 17A Amar Sí Pasay Сі. 

Tus 831.3797 B44 794 B) VOI 054856 
WEUINGTON FUNERAL SERVICES. 

“1511 Gon Luna St Paco. Manta, 105 522-0848. 522-9498: (00:5304 
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Nextel launches new services 
under new brand name 


NEXTEL Communications Philippines 
Inc. has launched its new identity at the 
NBC Tent inside the Bonifacio Global 
City in Makati. Henceforth, Nextel in the 
Philippines will be known as NextMo- 
bile. 

NextMobile is set to introduce mobile 
broadband that will pave the way for a 
new world of mobile applications that's 
ft for business. With the foreseen poten- 
tial for wireless broadband in the Philip- 
pines, NextMobile is betting on a tech- 
nology platform on which solution-based 
services can be delivered to a very fo- 
‘cused market segment. 

"This will allow users full connectivity 
to the Internet and to their own corpo- 
rate enterprise information system, al- 
owing mobile and remote users to fully 
interact with their network and utilize all 
the applications as if they are connected 
by wire to their office LAN - whether for 
inventory control, data gathering, re- 
mote sensing, on-line tracking, file shar- 
ing, lotus notes or Microsoft Office / Out- 
look synchronization, sales force au- 
tomation, or any business application on 
their network or the Internet. These are 
part of a new phenomenon of which cus- 
tomer demand willbe of greater impor- 
tance than for texting and voice calls; 
there'l be a whole suit of services along 
productivity enhancement and to em- 
power mission-critical businesses or or- 
ganizations,” NexiMobile's president and 
chief executive officer Mel Velarde 
added. 

NextMobile assures a whole new ex- 
perience in customer relationship as it 
charges every structure, processes, poli 
cies and other aspects of its corporate 
culture to become the best in customer 
relationship. It shall continue upgrading 
and expanding its infrastructure to deliv- 


er its services to major business centers in. 
the country within 28 months while new 
skills and competencies have been ac- 
quired to equip their workdorce and re- 
main responsive to the needs of its cus- 
tomers. It also intends to make every sin- 
gle employee of NextMobile part owners 
of the company as it believes employec- 
owned firms are proven to be better at 
delivering services to customers. 

‘The company recently renewed its ties 
with several of its strategie technology 
parmers, such as Motorola, Hewlett 
Packard, Oracle and Sun Microsystems 
In addition, it forged a strategic partner- 
ship with the Association of Philippine 
Volunteer Fire Brigades for speedier 
communication among the groups 
members through the use of over 100 
NextMobile IMX units. The key members 
of this group were among those present 
during the launch, as were other strate- 
gic parmer-customers of NextMobile- 
Nextle: the Probe Team, Interpacific 
Transit Inc, and Philippine National 
Construction Corporation (PNCC). 

‘NextMobile also announced today its 
new brand: МХ (for Incredible Mobile 
Experience) that will have ІЕМ (Inte- 
grated Digital Enhanced Network) as its 
primary technology platform. 

“TMX encompasses the functionality of 
а mobile phone, a computer, an intelli- 
gent information appliance, and a digital 
multi-way radio. .. that’s really a fantastic 
4-way communications tool for your all- 
important business applications. More- 
‘over, ТМХ will reflect the distinctive ver- 
sion of NextMobile-Nextles new soor-to- 
be-launched products and services. ІМХ 
is not everything for everybody especial- 
ly when compared to alternative tech- 
nologies and services. IMX s designed for 
work teams involved in mission-critical 


о 


А 


AMERICAN STANDARD INTRODUCES NEW PRO 


‘American Standard, one of the world's leading innovators of bath- 
room fixtures, recently launched several products during the Annu- 
al Convention and Building Trade Expo 2003 conducted recently by 
the Philippine Institute of Architects (PIA) at the Westin Philippine 
Plaza Hotel. As one of the sponsors of the convention, American 
Standard conducted product presentation on its new products. All 
these new products demonstrated the company’s consistent com- 
mitment to be at the forefront of product quality and innovation. 


operations requiring instantaneous ac- 
cess to key personnel and to information 
sources,” Velarde said. 

“Here and abroad, IDEN technology is 
providing to be the best take-off point for 
mobile Intemet services.. hence, 
NextMobile's decision to enter into a 

ip wih Nextel Philippines, 
"which already has a loyal customer base 
and a robust infrastructure already in 
place. These factors are very important 
because they fit perfectly into the cus- 
tomer support profile required for mis- 
sion-criical forms of mobile Internet ser- 
vices,” Velarde added. 

Velarde said, “The industry is evolving 
into а mature state where businessori- 
ented customers are expected to go be- 
yond simple text and voice services. Sim- 
ply by adopting iDEN as their technology 
platform for mobile communications, 
ош customers will be opened up to a 
whole new suit of mobile Intemet appli- 
cations” 

NextMobile is also introducing “se- 
cure” flavors of mobile broadband ser- 
vices. This will pave the way for the entry 
into the new world of high-reliability in- 
dustrial grade mobile applications thats 
fit for business. These types of mobile 
broadband services can ensure speedy 
and accurate data gathering for higher 
productivity and accuracy in enterprise 
solutions without sacrificing any flexbili- 
ty in system connectivity 

‘The launch party, held at the NBC Tent 
in Fort Bonifacio, Makati City featured 
an all-night Latin musical extravaganza 
featuring the Aribba and Onda Latino 
bands, plus DJs Reggie Inocencio and 
Mon Maramba with their respective 
bands. During the launch, NexMobile 
gave away over 100 new i90c handsets 
asa way of thanking its loyal customers. 


Photo shows (from left architect Eduardo D. Hordejan, PIA exhibit 
organizer, Christopher Santos, product manager - American Stan- 
dard; DTI Secretary Mar Roxas; Еме Punzalang. projects manager 
- American Standard; Albert Alaguena, product manager - Ameri- 
сап Standard; architect Maurilio Garcia: Miss Sharon Cuneta- 
Pangilinan; Lourdes Topacio, VP-marketing and sales - American. 
Standard; Grace Andaya, projects officer - American Standard; 
Francis Carreon, trade officer - American Standard. 


Kids kitchen 


camp 

LOOKING for a fun yet produc- 
tie way for your Ks to spend the 
summer? Get them started early in 


м 
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HONEST DRIVER OF CAR RENTAL COMMENDED 


Senior superintendent Edgar C. Ga- 
tumbato, PNP (retired), (canter), di 
rector - Security Investigation and 
‘Transport Department of Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas, commends a driver 
of a саг rental company, Michael D. 
Palayaban of Prairie Transport Service 
for his honesty and integrity and out- 
standing services rendered to the del- 
‘gates during the 38th Seacen Gover- 
пог Conference and the 22nd Mest- 


ing of the Seacen Board of Governors 
in Manila. Palayaban returned a big 
‘amount of dollar bill left by Governor 
MR. Pridiyathorn Devakula of Bank 
Thailand inside his Mercedes Benz 
van. The citation was presented at 
Bangko Sentral ng Plipinas. Witness- 
Ing s Marlene D. Blando, executive. 
vice president - sales and marketing. 
ої car rental company, Prairie Trans- 
port Service. 


FREE CALLS TO THE MIDDLE EAST 


In support of President Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's campaign to provide 
lelecommunications services to con- 
nect OFWs with thelr families and fove 
nes, leading wireless services 
provider Smart Communications Inc. 
(Smart) sot up Smart Link facilities 
and offered tree calis at the Ninoy 


Aquino Stadium. Anxiety resulting 
from the ongoing war in Iraq led 
throngs of people to take advantage of 
Oplan Kalinga, a Kamustahan Center 
which opened on March 21 spear- 
headed by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary (OPS) and the Overseas Work- 
ers Welfare Administration (Owwa). 


the kitchen. Indulge your kids with ttis year's Kids 
Kitchen Camp brought to you by the San Miguel Pure 
Foods Culinary Center This creative gastronomic 
campis open to ail youngsters ages B to 13 years old 
who are interested to leam cooking and baking in an 
enjoyable environment. Al sessions wil be held from. 
1104 pm at the San Miguel Pure Foods Culinary 
Center in Legaspi comer Eagle Streets, Barrio Ugong, 
Pasig City. Dates of each batch are: April 22 to 24 
(batch 1), April 29, 30 and May 2 (batch 2), and May 6 
108 (batch 3). Now that t's your Kids tum to cook, 
they wil surely amuse and surprise you with their very 
own creations of a variety of treats and know-hows in 
the kitchen. Register and enroll your kids now at 671- 
9876 locals 402, 405, 259. 


Earth Day 2003 

EARTH Day Network Philippines, a coalition of govern- 
ment agences, non-government organizations and in- 
dustfes, is at the forefront of the Intermationl Earth 
Day celebrations on April 22. With the theme "Mu- 
munting Agos ng Pagtutulungan, Kalinisan, at 
Kalusugan ng Ilog at Bayan,” EDNP promotes a truly 
working partnership with different entities to rehabill- 
tate the Pasig River. Highiighting the celebration would 
be tour events: fluvial parade, awards program, photo 
‘exhibit, and launching of a signature campaign for the 
immediate passage ofthe (бал Waler Act. The con- 
‘vening organization for this year's Earth Day Celebra- 
tion is the Sagip Pasig Movement. 


SM's search for star kids 

‘THE SM Star Club, under the joint auspices of SM Su- 
 permalls and Touch Mobile, recently launched this 
years search forthe best and brightest "star kids.” The 
lucky boy-and-girl winning tandem will join SM Star. 
Club's roster of winners. The contest is open to all am- 
ateur boys and giris between the ages of 410 7. Con- 
1евал must be personable talented and articulate in 
either English or Ғіріпо. Deadline for submission of 
entries is on April 22. Application forms are avallable at 
the mall administration office of any SM Supermall. 


E-mail pr_pop@ingurercomph 
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AVON INKS NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH М$ EARTH 


Global beauty company Avon celebrates 25 years of 
beauty and direct selling leadership by renewing 
partnership with Carousel Productions for this. 
year's Ms Earth beauty pageant. All smiles during 
the Ms Earth contract signing were (from lft): Lor- 
raine Schuck, Carousel Productions executive vice 


president; Avon Cosmetics vice president for mar- 
keting Paul Lancos; Avon Cosmetics group com- 
‘munications manager Alice Orleans; and Carousel 
Productions president Ramon Monzon. Witnessing 
the event were Ms Philippines 2002 titlist April Ross 
Perez. Ms Earth 2002 Dzeila Glavovic. 


TEAMING UP TO SECURE A WATERSHED 


The La Mesa watershed is constantly exposed to 
various threats, such as forest fires, poachers, 
and the ever-increasing activities of illegal forest- 
product gatherers. For this reason, a unified se- 
curity group was formed for the protection of the 
watershed, reservoir, foresters and other employ- 
ees based in the area. Signing the memorandum. 
of agreement to organize the unified security 
group were (in picture, from left) Bantay Ka- 


казап program director Marlo Mendoza, NCRPO, 
deputy director Reynaldo Velasco, Central Police 
District director Napoleon Castro, MWSS admin- 
istrator Orlando Honrade, ABS-CBN Foundation 
Inc. managing director Gina Lopez, Manila Water 
president Antonino Aquino, Maynilad Water VP 
and chief of staf Arnulfo Ramirez, and Depart- . 
ment of Public Safety and Security head Manuel 
Sabalza. 


1st FPI Golf Classic winners 


WITH one hundred and eleven top executives 
from major manufacturing corporations partic- 
ipating, the federation of Philippine Industries 
Successfully staged the Ist ЕРІ Golf Classic last 
March 13, at the Langer Course of Riviera Golf 
Course and Country Club in Silang Cavite. 

San Miguel Corporation was the toura- 
ment sponsor, with Petron Corp. and Caltex 
Corp. undertaking as major sponsors. Major 
holes sponsors were Oriental and Motolite 
Corp., Tin Can Manufacturers Association, and 
Concepcion-Carrier Airconditioning Corp. 
Other hole sponsors were RI Chemicals; Smart 
‘Telecommunications; Trust Intemational Pa- 
рег Corp.; Cricket; La Paz Cigar; Phil. Sugar 
Millers Association; Arms Corporation; United 
Coconut Planters Bank; Coats Manila Вау; 
Macrolite Trading Corp.; Kemeny Asia Corp.; 
San Pablo Manufacturing Corp.; and Phil. Ce- 
ment Manufacturers Corp. 

The lowest gross champion was Dan Halili 
of San Miguel Corp. Using the system 36 for- 
mat, the winners in the three divisions were 
the following: for class A, champion was Philip 
Adamson (c/o Phimco Industries); for class B, 
champion was George Chua, president of Tip- 
со; for class C, champion was Ike Yusingco of 
SMC. 


Prizes for the winners included Ott Louie 
Trophies plus Panasonic 20" colored TV sets for 
the champions in each category, air guns for. 
the Ist runners up manufactured by Arms 
Corp., and National stand fans for the 2nd run- 
ners up. 

‘Among the raffle prizes were a Panasonic 
‘VCD/CD set, 21” Panasonic colored TV set, Na- 
tional stand fans, Nestle products, a set of 
Goodyear passenger car tires, Hella саг homs, 
Cricket lighters, cases of Baguio Oil, La Paz 
Cigars, boxes of Clairol hair conditioners, all 
donated by their respective manufacturers. 

The success of the Ist FPI Golf Classic owes. 
much to the energy and resourcefulness of its 
organizing committee headed by Joost Pekel- 
haring, Phimco; Roberto Garcia, Oriental and 
Motolite; Henry Tanedo, Tin Can Manufactur- 
ers Association; George Chua, Tipco; and 
Demetrio Tuason, Armscor. 

FPI is an organization of manufacturers and 
agricultural producers (29 industry associa- 
tions and 67 corporations) doing advocacy 
work for the Philippine industry on issues that 
affect them such as smuggling, tariffs, power, 
labor and other issues that affect ће cost of do- 
ing business. The tournament was held in or- 
der to raise funds to continue this cause, 


PRU LIFE UK HONORS TOP ACHIEVERS 


Pru Life UK, the only Ме Insurance company in the 
country today, kicked off the year 2003 with a 
grand celebration held recently at the ballroom of 
the Makati Shangri-La Hotel. The event was capped 
with the company's annual awards highlighted by 
the recognition of last year's top achievers, among 
them: Henry Gocuan of Cebu Blue Pearl as branch 
manager of the year; Katherine L. Yap of Cebu Blue 
Pear! as unit manager of tne year; Monserrat Suria 
of Jasper branch as rookie of the year; and Gwen- 
dolyn Pardo of Cebu Blue Pearl as agent and top 
producer of the year. Also awarded as employee of 


the year was Nancel Dumlao from the customer 
service department. Gracing the affair was Pruden- 
tial Corporation Asia's managing director for South 
Asia Dan Bardin.Photo shows Pru Ше UK top pro- 
ducer and agent of the year 2002 Gwendolyn Pardo 
(Grd from lett) of Cebu Peart Branch receiving her 
trophy from PRU Life UK president and CEO Bobby 
Madrid (2nd from left) and Dan Bardin (right) 
‘managing director of South Asia of Prudential 
Corp. Asia. Looking onis Vic Espanol (left), Pru 
Life SVP-GM for agency distribution and market- 
ing. 


«ос е МУКУ, 7 : ШЕ at home through your landline! 
LIL ат .- Ge the new PLOT HYPE now and get 
MORE FREE TEXT 
|e FREECALLER 1D 
| @ FREE HYPE PLAN FOR 2 MONTHS 
В Mo need to apply for a new PLDT line. Just choose a PLDT Hype 
Plan, get the PLDT Hype testing unit you want, and you're set for 
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Business writing can be fun sometimes 


ByEdnaFlorM.delosSantos dence. For some proprietors grammarand syntax. prises to connect and to convey in- analyze your audience, i.e. deter- to prepare an 
Contributor who have to write their own let- There are many rules that gov- formation to customers, suppliers, mine the characteristics of the mindmap. 
ters, writing is no fun. They em the English language. And contractors, associates, stakehold- reader that are relevant to this ‘The third step is to compose the 
THERE is no business without can't be blamed. Having sur- there are more in business writing. ers and their own people. particular message, in terms of message making sure that you use 
business letters, transmitted ei. Муей many battles with words,I Improving on ones business Their purpose may be one ora gender, culture, level of educa- simple words, specific terms, con- 
ther by postal carriers, special recognize the source oftheir un- writing craft involves a lot of combination ofthe following: per- Поп, level of understanding and cise language, clear sentence 
messengers, fax machines or easiness. reading, attending seminar- suade, instruct, inform and docu- others. Also, be clear about your structure, correct and complete 
electronic mail. No matter the I learned early in life thatsince workshops and constant practice. ment (Suzanne Sparks, The Man- purpose for writing. Build sup- information, considerate attitude 
Size of an enterprise, the owners language is the writing tool, any- In the meantime, let us have а agers Guide to Business Writing). port for that purpose, Lastly, and courteous tone. Dont forget 
or CEOs have to communicate in one who wants to be a good writ- preview of the basics of writing a The messages differ in form showtothereaderwhatisinitfor your grammar, correct usage, 
writing with their clients, suppli- must learn the En- business communication. and substance but the steps in- him/her, This is called reader spelling and punctuation. 
ers, associates and stakeholders. glish language by heart. But En- Business communication bas volved in writing them are essen- benefits. The document itself should be 
"he transmission part is а glish із so complex that for some cally refers to letters, memos, short tiallythe same. The second step is to organize 
cinch. The problem lies in com- individuals one lifetime is not reports and electronic mail that аге The first. step is to plan your the information to fit the reader, 
posing that piece of correspon- enough to acquire mastery of its used by small and medium enter- message. This means you have to purposeand situation. It will help 
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iant 66 | have to line up at $5 Sure, | can deposit at the АТМ 
a gian Was the bank during office hours anytime... But I still have to wait 


if | want my cash deposit until the next banking day before 

THE CONCEPCION k К credited right away.?? my account is credited! ?? 
touch brought RFM DTE " 9 

to new heights. Se- 

lecta had a steady 

growth, Pop Cola was 

close to Coke in 

terms of market 

share. RFM invested 

іп a bank and even a 

semi-conductor com- 

pany which became 


ne - Introducing 


overseas when it was 


listed on Nasdaq. 

But the Asian Cri- 
sis of 1997 spared = 
no ome, including 


ЖЕМ. Confronted 

with the situation, 

RFM CEO Jose Con- 

серсіоп Ш had to 

make painful deci- 

sions, He had to ra- 

Чолайге the busi- 

mess portfolio and 

unload ^ non-core 

businesses like the 

bank and the semi- 

conductor business. 5 СЕ 
More difficult was 24-hour banking 
the decision to like- 

wise unload Cosmos 

due to a very attrac 

tive price offer that 

was hard to refuse. 


"The question then 3 è For Cash Deposits: 
was, how could we 1. Insert your Card. 
Continue competing 4 2. Select language desired. 
against the giants if : 3. Enter your Personal Identification 
you have a debt level s Я “Мо. (PIN). 
to carry? Under such " Bg itt 
situation, the best 4. Select "Express Deposit". 
way to compete 5. Insert Cash (P1000, P500, P100 
against the giants is only. = 
either уш юп 6. Press "Deposit" or "Return". 


them... sell ош... or 5 7. Get Transaction Record. 
again make sure that 1 


your balance sheet is 
strong enough to 
withstand all these 
types of competi- 
tion." 
"To unload Cos- 
mos was а very 
painful decision, 1 
believe it was a 
great business mod- 
el. It's a successful 
brand, a strong fran- 
chise. But then 
again you have to re- 
alize when it is time 
to quit, when it is 
time to move on and 
when it is the time to 
challenge other 
guys," he said. 
Concepcion ad- 
mits, it is easier to 
challenge multina- 
tionals than Filipino A а TE 3 
companies owned by The ВР! Express Deposit machine credits your cash deposits in real time. 
ілесе busines 1 i i i 
men. Multinationals Plus! You get a transaction receipt as proof of your online deposit! 
are so conscious 
about the bottom line NO NEED TO RUSH TO THE BANK. 
that when the peso Deposit 24 hours а day, even on weekends and holidays. 
Саа Саен NO COMPLICATED STEPS. 
poema todo Just enter your PIN, select "Express Deposit", insert your cash, and get your receipt. 
That becomes a NO MORE ENVELOPES, NO MORE FORMS. 
good entry point for Express Deposit can accept up to 50 notes in P100, P500 and P1,000 denominations. 


local Philippine It even counts your money for you and automatically indicates the break down in your transaction receipt. 
brands to grow just 


like how Jollibee and = ағатын = BPI EXPRESS DEPOSIT...ANOTHER FIRST FROM BPI! 


outline or 


visually inviting with correct mar- 
gins and plenty of white space. 
BUSINESS/C3 


Now, you can say goodbye to all 
the hassles of depositing cash. 


Chowking got a big 

market share from в кыда 2 
Mem. Chk Ў Banking Anytime, Anywhere Q Your Convenlence. E RM PRO ETT I 
necne. bus Ж è BPI Express Deposit at the following locations 
ате а d^ ES 9: n BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS * ВР! Head Office * BPI Family Bank Main 


Ж Es қ * BPI SM Megamall ® ВР! New Alabang 
thas the main reas Call 89-100 (dial "O" to speak to а phonebanker) А tradition of leadership * BPI Glorietta 3 Express Banking Cenier 
кезүн or log on to wwwbpiexpressonline.com 


Member ol the Philppino Deposit Insurance Corporation. Оорові insured up to P100,000, 
RIGHT/C3 
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CEO's 


New LP650 is the clear choice of discerning CEO's ® Easy — image placement, change image size up to 40% so 


because this top-of-the-line projector has it all 


2500 ANSI lumens make it the world’s only super 
bright conference room projector that is also truly 
portable. Faroudja™ DCDi video technology 
ensures smooth, natural looking images. 


Also interesting, the LP650 is designed for sharing 
across your corporate network. In fact, this unique 
new projector can even be managed remotely from 
headquarters to another site virtually anywhere. 


images fit the screen perfectly from whatever location 


‘© Easy — multimedia variety, connect up to five sources — 2 
computer and 3 video — simultaneously 


* Ensy — Conductor ™ Plus remote control con be used as a mouse 
and bas o built in loser pointer 


* Easy — fo buy because 10650 will pay for 
itself over time 


INFOCUS - 2003 Азіс-Р: 
Excellence Awardee 
Outstanding Multimedia Projector Brand 


Limited International Warranty ~ Two years on parts and labor 
Philippines - Exclusive InFocus/InCare Program 


For a free demo of this and/or other models, call 723-0601 or visit www.infocus.com 


гесе 


The Worldwide Leader in Digital Projection 


better solutions 
| AMERICANTECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
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Broad-based growth 
through cooperatives 


(Third ofa series) 


COOPERATIVES, be they credit, marketing, 

'urpose, rural or urban-based, all em- 
body the factors essential to a broad-based 
growth. 

Development institutions (like banks with 
development mandates) can look up to them 
for а cost-effective retail-outreach strategy 
and/or for a viable alternative to the cost-ex- 
pensive countryside branching. 

‘These plus factors which should enhance 
financial services delivery to the greatest 
number. 

‘These may be summarized into economies 
of scale (optimizes asset utilization and elimi- 
nates duplication); on-site loan administra- 
tion (capitalizes on retailers familiarity with 
local market); financial fallback on share cap- 
ital (pooled capital as security support) and 
influence of peer pressure (back-to-back 
group guarantee). 


Factors 

These factors make the cooperatives such 
an attractive and natural retail partners to 
compliment the big banks' wholesale posi- 
tioning in rural finance; and help hasten mi- 
cro but broad-based development at the 
grassroots level. 

LBP's linkage experience points to an en- 
couraging tie-up between a wholesaling bank 
in rural development and retailing entities in 
the countryside. 

The result of its wholesale linkage lending 
is far more efficient than the old individual 
lending approach both in terms of volume, of 
reach and of collection rate. 

Loans grew from P300,000 in 1988 to P6 
billion in 1994, P10.2 billion in 1997 to 
reach an all-time high of P14.1 billion in 
1999 with an overall collection rate of 92 
percent. 

This experience should heighten the re- 
solve to build further on, and advocate for the 
coqperative expansion movement. 


Savings and profitability models 

In the cooperative sector, it is the credit co- 
operatives that appear to have the least oper- 
ational concerns. 

They are the most advanced and it should 
be so, because their membership generally 
come from the ranks of the employed, the 
comparatively more prepared, the more 
formed and with relatively more durable 
dividual income stream. 

Past surveys of credit cooperatives show 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


Antonio T. 
Hernandez 


that the sector is highly efficient savings m. 
bilizer, far better than it is an investment opti- 
mizer. They tend to show a high level of liq- 
uidity placed in regular bank deposits, which. 
reveals а comparatively conservative invest- 
ment portíolio. 

Given a good turn-around opportunity, the 
credit cooperatives could raise the return on 
assets and improve the income to cooperative 
members and the cooperative itself. 

In other words, a focus on a much im- 
proved investment outlet should raise the 
yield on share capital via expansion to bet- 
ter yielding earning assets. 


More advanced 

The development needs of this sector is de- 
cidedly more advanced than the rest. 

Their concerns have already shifted from 
savings to investments; from capital forma- 
tion to optimizing returns on funds and fur- 
ther expanding providential services to 
members. 

This is one problem I think we will all be 
happy to have—excess liquidity and how to 
employ it. Where to place the money? 

And this is where we need to develop tal- 
ents who can compete in the fund manage- 
mentarena. 

Perhaps a mechanism can be developed to 
balance the flow of funds from those with a 
surplus to those with the demand to keep the 
business and benefits growing within the sec- 
tor. 

The strengthening of a national central 
fund system (NCFS) should be the next major 
step. 

"While NCFS is already operational in some 
major cooperative associations, they still need 
‘more encouragement, not through dole-out, 
but, through a policy climate conducive to a ro- 
bust internal fund build up. 


Strengthen cooperativism 
‘But right now, the concern is how to encour- 
age and strengthen cooperativism, expand 
membership, update systems and enrich its 
identity. 
BROAD-BASED/CT 


For the past 9 years, the Philippine Daily Inquirer has topped the Asia Research Organization Readership Survey as 
the No.1 broadsheet in the country. This year, we've done it again, thanks to the faith of our readers, advertisers, 
dealers, and partners who remain confident in our commitment to public service. We're glad that whatever your 
reading style, you have made us a part of your life. 
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ing into the market share 

To join the giants, sell out, or again 
make sure that your balance sheet is 
strong enough to withstand all these 
types of competition are the best pos- 
sible options they have to take. 

The Asian crisis didn’t stop Con- 
cepcion from coming up with new 
ideas to keep up with the challenge. 
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Right strategy can beat a giant 


‘And the next best move was to look 
for strong partners and continuously 
challenge the present business model 
they have. 

"Our business model going for- 
ward is to continue to build the 
brands we have by looking for 
strong partners. Sometimes who 
have to get out of the box and come 
out with wild ideas and that is 
where you'll see a good CEO or en- 


trepreneur,” he says. 

Also, RFM the Food Corporation 
tied up with giant multinational 
Unilever. Thus, it became an RFM- 
Unilever fight against Nestle. 

With the partnership, Concep- 
cion managed to make the Philip- 
pines as an export hub and bring its 
product | overseas through 
Unilever's market empire in Asia 
and the United States. 


‘Anewna oving forward. 
Autohaus BMW. ps 
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Business writing ... 


FrompageCl 


The fourth step is to revise. Your letter or 
memo is a work in progress. Try to read your 
piece from the point of view of your intended 
reader. See to it that the style is friendly, busi- 
nesslike and positive. Be critical and tough, 
even on yourself, 

The fifth step is to edit the draft for correct 
English, spelling, punctuation and sentence 
effectiveness, which might have escaped you 


during the writing process. Double-check 
names and numbers, 

The last step is to use the response you get 
to plan future messages, 


(Dr. Edna Flor M. de los Santos, Dean Studies 
of Far Eastern University - Nicanor Reyes Edu- 
cational Foundation, will be the main resource 
speaker in the "Effective Business Communica- 
tion" to be held at the О.Р Institute for Small- 
Scale Industries on April 22-24.) 


Prestige Cars, Inc. (Libis) is now Autohaus BMW. 


‘Anew name to hail a new coming. On the road with our exclusive introduction of the BMW Motorrad line. 
On the map with a full re-launch of our expanded BMW showroom and service center. 


Still, we are the same authorized BMW dealer you've always known for being driven. 


‘The consistent topper of customer service satisfaction surveys among authorized BMW deaters. With the 
only 5-star, DTI-approved BMW service facility capable of doing Stage Three repair 
Identified with the country's first and only BMW lifestyle lounge—Zeno. 


Doers. Dreamers. Drivers. 


Led by Tony - Antonio Modesto L. Aquino, President 
Who moves the business forward at sixth gear. 

Big boss and philosopher-thinker. 

These are the guys who actualy helped make BMW 
the country’s No. 1 selling European luxury саг. 


Call it prestige. Or call us by our new name. 


{penn tenance: remeron 
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Cooperative spi 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 
and Cyrain G. Cabuefias 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


(Last of two parts) 


TACLOBAN CITY—Cooperatives are a potent 
force in grassroots development for they pro- 
vide financial help to people that most tradition- 
al and financial institutions turn away from be- 
cause they are considered high-risk borrowers. 
"Through this financial help from successful 
‘cooperatives, farmers and fisherfolk have been 
able to provide more for their families and 
through a singularity of purpose, improved the 
standard of living in their communities. 


Help First Co-op 

The year was 1996 and the Philippines was 
in the throes ofa rice crisis. 

One would have thought that Basey, a small 
town near Sta. Rita and Marabut, Samar 
would be spared from the ravages of the crisis 
because itis a rice-producing town, after all. 


sens аа кшш ag 


THE RICE mill of Sts, Peter and Paul Co-op is 
the most modern in the region. тнлляскозомило 


But because of its proximity to Tacloban, the 
main trading center of Region 8, practically all of 
ће ісе that the town produced went to Tacloban, 
leaving most of the people short of rice. 

From this crisis was born the Help-First 
Basey Multi-Purpose Cooperative. 
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Some 86 permanent employees of the vari- 
ous local government units operating in the 
town were challenged by the mayor at that 
time to organize themselves into a cooperative. 
to help themselves overcome the rice crisis. 

The mayors office extended an interest- 
free loan of P300,000 as seed money to start 
the cooperative and the employees pooled 
some P31,250 in paid-up capital in 1996. 

The money went to bankroll the cooperative's 
first task, which was to buy the palay directly 
from the farmers and then sell milled rice to the 
members through a cooperative sari-sari store, 

From its name, which stands for Health, Edu- 
cation, Livelihood, Peace and Order, Food Secu- 
rity, Infrastructure, Reforestation, Social Ser- 
vices and Tourism, cooperative members are re- 
minded that the town must first be self-suffi- 
cient before it can trade the palay/rice and oth- 
er farm products to nearby towns and cities. 

‘The members rallied around their cause and 
within one year, the loan from the local govern- 
‘ment was fully paid through the contributions 
and lending operations to members who were 


The Country needs more “job-makers” not ‘job-seekers 


Thames answers the need with its college degree in Entrepreneurship 


t the end of April, thousands of stu- 
dents will have graduated from the 
country's colleges and universities. 

What are the prospects of these graduates 

Jonding jobs and becoming productive mem- 

bers of society? 


А growing consensus worldwide is that 
graduates should be rained to become en- 
epreneurial. Thereby, having the mindset 
job-maker and not a job-seeker. 
Global Entrepreneurship Monitor 
(GEM), a seminal study conducted by the 
London Business School and other leading 
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institutions worldwide, reveals that entrepre- 
neurship is a major contributing factor to. 
а country's economic well-being in terms 
of job creation, 


In America, schools have accepted this 
responsibility of educating and training the 
тех! generation of entrepreneurs. From fewer 
than 25 business schools with courses 
in enirepreneurship in the early 1990s, there. 
‘were more than 125 schools with full-blown 
majors in entreprencurship at the close of 
the decade, In the Philippines, Thames 
International Business School is onc of 


the pioneers in teaching entrepreneurship 
at the college level. 


‘Thames is striving to nurture the entrepre- 
пеш}! эрий through its B.S. Entrepreneur- 
ship program. This 3-year college degree is 
the first Thames program to be conducted 
entirely in the Philippines. The program is 
composed of lectures, workshops, case stud- 
ies, and other experiential activities that will 
simulate the dynamic entrepreneurial envi- 
ronment in the country. 


‘Thames prides itself in its entrepreneurship 


culture. Most of its students are currently 
running their own businesses or are 
helping in the family corporations. As a 
testament to this culture, two Thames stu- 
dents won in last year's Ten Inspirational 
Entrepreneurial Students (THES) Awards. 
Around 40 colleges and universities parti- 
cipated in this event. 


For more information on the Thames B.S. 
Entrepreneurship degree, please call 687: 
473610 37. Incoming college freshmen and 
transferees may take the entrance exams 


‘our college entrepreneurship course honos raw talant into world-class businossr 


scheduled on April 26 or May 3, 2003. 
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College Entrance Exams scheduled on April 26 and May 3, 2003 
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escaso SN LL lo bey UNA Cd лл ВИЕ ~ 
TALENT FOR BUSINESS? WE'LL HELP YOU MAKE THE MOST OF IT. 


"Tho coro of this 3 yoar CHED accredited degroe is Thamos" 
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irst Co-op in front of their office. туесе. учи 


all permanent employees, and whose payments 
were deducted from their fixed salaries, 

Help First also got a loan from the Land 
Bank of the Philippines in 1999, which was 
used to finance more lending activities. 

But after years of getting used to financial 
support from the local government, the coop- 
erative went through its toughest test when. 
the loans stopped coming in last year. 

Help First co-op chair Luisa Bacayo said in 
ап interview that the members realized then 
more than ever that they had to be self-reliant 
and that they should grow their own efforts, 

It was also during this year that the co-op 
felt a sudden increase in operating expenses 
because supplies and services that they used 
to get for free like the rent and some supplies, 
they now had to pay for, 

‘The members and the management, howev- 
er, took these additional challenges in stride. 


Full support 

With the full support of the members, Help 
First was able to build up its capital to P6.271 
million as of end-January. its membership 
grew to 853, which now includes barangay 
officials and interested casual employees. 

From rice trading, the co-op now owns the 
exclusive franchise in the area to operate a ca- 
ble TV network and is now looking at the pos- 
sibility of operating a water filing station to 
meet members needs. 

Bacayo said the training that the coopera- 
tive got from LBP as part of the loan went a 
long way in preparing the cooperative to meet. 
these challenges. Financial controls were put. 
in place and policies strengthened to make 
sure that the cooperative's funds were kept in- 
tact and growing. 


Sts. Peter and Paul Co-op 

‘The pride and joy of the cooperative mo- 
ment of the Eastern Visayas region is the Sts. 
Peter and Paul Multi-Purpose Cooperative. 

Unlike other cooperatives where repay- 
ment is a sure thing because payments come 
from salary deductions, this cooperative re- 
lies only on the sense of obligation of the 
members to make good their payments even 
ifitis in the form of chickens or pigs. 

‘The cooperative was organized as a credit 
unionin 1968 by parish priest, Rev. Fr. Freder- 
ick Wakeham. 

Wakeham informed the people about the 
potential of the cooperative movement him- 
self but the townsfolk were so poor that some 
of the 15 founding members of the coopera- 
tive gave 10 coconuts as their initial share. 

Alter 35 years, the small parish-based credit 
cooperative with an initial capital of P837.50 
has grown to a multi-purpose cooperative with 
2,794 members, assets of over P48.31 million. 
and savings of P17.82 million, making it the 
biggest and most successful in the region. 

From just lending, the co-op has now ex- 
panded its operations to include agricultural 
production, animal husbandry and trans- 
portation. It also operates a Farm Level Grains 
Center, the biggest and most modern multi- 
pass rice mill in the region and is close to com- 
pleting its training center. 

‘The enviable operations of the community- 
based cooperative with farmers, professionals, 
workers and fishermen as members did not go un- 
noticed. In 1993 and 1994, LBP recognized the co- 
‘operative as the best in the province in the region. 

In 1995 and 1996, the co-op was still 
named the best in the province and was 
ranked the 11th best in the Philippines. But 
the feather in its cap is Gawad Pitak award 
from LBR which is given only to the best coop- 
eratives nationwide. 


Trials 

‘The road to success, however, was paved 
with just as many trials and tribulations as 
those endured by the saints after whom the 
co-op was named, 

Co-op chair Felix O. Ello said in an inter- 
view that chere were two instances in its long. 
history where the co-op came close to being 
bankrupt. The first time came in the 1970s be- 
cause of breakdown in management policies, 
thus, the co-op's coffers were almost emptied 
and the second time in 1998 when funds were 
diverted to other activities and many of the 
members lost their confidence in the co-op. 

The new board and management, however, 
conducted marathon meetings and convinced 
members to keep their faith in the co-o 

Income in 2001 was up to 1.7 million, and 
it more than doubled last year to P3.9 million 
due to lending efforts and the almost 100 per- 
cent repayment of the loans by the members. 

The co-op has indeed become the lifeblood 
ofthe community. 
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STIGLITZ LECTURE 
Globalization must 


be managed well 


CONCERNED with the plight of developing 
countries, Nobel Laureate Dr. Joseph Stiglitz 
said that institutions such as the International 
Monetary Fund have put the interests of Wall 
Street and the financial community ahead of 
poorer nations. 

Stiglitz made the observation during his re- 
cent visit to the Philippines through the a 
pices of the AIM Policy Center, in cooperation 
with the Asian Development Bank and the 
AIM-JBF Center for Banking and Finance. 

Stiglitz, who won the Nobel Prize in Eco- 
nomics in 2001 for his work on a branch of 
Economics called Asymmetry of Information, 
presented his views on how globalization has 
actually been transpiring and how this has af- 
fected business. 

Stiglitz described how he saw policy mak- 
ers wedded to outdated economic models us- 
ing "Washington Consensus" doctrines to de- 
sign policies that had disastrously bad results. 

He also described that within the major in- 
stitutions of globalization, there is a damag- 
ing desire for secrecy that exacerbates mis- 
takes at the same time inhibits positive 
chang 

“Capital market liberalization and policies. 
focusing excessively on inflation,” he said, 
“could lead to instability in the real economy, 
making real investment in both physical and 
human capital less attractive.” 

This, he pointed out, was one of the main 
reasons that the 1997 Asian financial crisis 
occurred. 

Although an American himself, Dr. Stiglitz 
criticized the US for preaching that develop- 


ing nations’ central banks should focus solely 
on inflation, while the US Federal Reserve it- 
self focuses on inflation, employment and 
growth. 

At the same time, he also indicated that 
while the US has had an effective public social 
security system, the US has been urging other 
developing nations to privatize their own so- 
cial security systems knowing fully well that 
transaction costs are much lower utilizing a 
public system. 

“This is very crucial,” he pointed out, "since 
the US has the only veto power in the 

On trade issues, Dr. Stiglitz said that 
there is much reform needed in the WTC 
order to provide more benefits to the so- 
called “south” countries. 

He mentioned, as an example, the WTO 
agreements on services wherein the ser- 
vices in which the developed countries were 
strong (such as banking) were the services 
that were agreed to be opened up, whereas 
services in which the developing countries 
were strong (such as maritime services) 
were not included. 

He also criticized his own country, as well 
as the EU for providing excessive subsidies to 
their agriculture sectors resulting in de- 
pressed agriculture prices worldwide, and 
more importantly, making the poorest of the 
poor (the farmers of the developing coun- 
tries) even poorer. 

Dr. Stiglitz spent seven years in Washing- 
ton, serving as chair of President Clinton's 
Council of Economic Advisers end as Chief 
Economist of the World Bank. 
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‘Buti na lang 


nag-PETPlans 
ako! 


PETPlans has given Jonna Blanco several good reasons 
to expect a worry-free future: 


* P2 billion in Trust Funds 

+ a growing base of 320,000 satisfied planholders 

+ a Board of Directors composed of trusted leaders 
in the industry 

+ and now a comprehensive ISO Certification 
which proves PETPlans' total commitment. 
to providing quality service 


In fourteen years of long-range thinking and planning, 
PETPlans has grown itself to be a solid company 

with years of sure success ahead. Success that translates 
to a firm assurance of security and stability, 

not only to Mrs. Blanco, but to all our planholders. 


You too may look forward to a worry-free future, 
by becoming a PET planholder now. 


Buti pa, mag-PETPlans na rin kayo. 
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It Pays Well to Plan Well. 
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SUPPORTS BUSINESS AND WEB APPLICATIONS + GUARANTEED AND SCALABLE BANDWIDTH 
HIGH-BURSTING CAPABILITY = CONGESTION-FREE ACCESS + SUPERIOR DEPENDABILITY 
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With Sun Cellular's Real Time Balance Inquiry, you can. No disappearing balances. 


We know that being in control of your prepai ісе is important to you. That's why Sun Cellular ofc 1 Teal-time balance inquiry for 
voice calls and text messages. Your prepaid balance is updated as you use it, so you know exactly. where your credit ques. Plus, you also get 


reminders of your В: + expiration so you kaew whe load your account x Cellular has you covered, 
There are t ys 10 access: your account balance импост, dial 221 and. follow the instructions 
For SMS, type "2214,5 id wi balance: through text 
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Broad-based growth through cooperatives 


From page C2 


For those of us interested but not yet 
inducted into the cooperative system 
the process of enrolling is not really a 
tedious one, 

The Cooperative Code (RA 6938) tells 
us this: Get organized, Better still, join ex- 
isting coops. 

"The code requires at least 15 mem- 
bers; Prepare a general statement 
Called ап economic survey. This will 
measure chances of success; Draft the. 
cooperative by-laws. This embodies the 
rules and regulations to govern opera- 
tions; draft Articles of Incorporation. 
"This refers to the purpose, area of oper- 
ation, terms of existence, the capital, 
the kind cooperative, the registrants 
and directors. 

Secure bond of an Accountable offi- 
сег usually the Treasurer; Sworn State- 
ment of the Treasurer that at least 25 
percent of the authorized share capital 
have been subscribed and at least 25 


percent of the total subscription has 
been paid; and Register with the CDA. 
Most essential is an understanding of 
the cooperative principles as adopted by 
the International Cooperative Alliance 
(ICA) in its 1995 General Assembly in 


open and voluntary membership; one 
member one vote; limited interest rate 
оп capital; patronage refund; autono- 
my and independence; Education, 
Training and Information; Cooperation 
among cooperatives and Concern for 
community. 

If we are to talk about broad-based de- 
velopment, about an economic growth 
whose fruits will benefit the many, about 
an institution owned and run by the gov- 
етей, where the ends of social justice is 
fulfilled and the people are in fact em- 
powered, we have cooperativism to turn 
to. 

Cooperatives have been successful еу- 
erywhere in the world. I don't see why it 


will not succeed in this country. We have 
‘enough local success stories to go by. 

If the Lagawe Multi-Purpose Develop- 
ment Cooperative, from the highlands of 
Fugao, with initial capital of only 
P5,750.00 contributed by 31 pioneering 
members in 1984, has build the group to 
5,000 strong with P24 million in paid-up 
capital and P74.5 million in resources, 
‘why cannot others similarly succeed? 

Ifthe Barangka Credit Cooperative in 
Marikina has grown to 4,169 members, 
can manage bake shop, bag-making 
and water station ventures; give free 
medical and dental services, undertake 
anti-drug campaign; and command an 
equity base of P19.8 million and P75.6 
million in resources, all from a start up 
capital of P5,300.00 contributed by 37 
eooperators 17 years ago, why cannot 
others similarly succeed? 

If the St. Peter and Paul Multi-Purpose. 
Cooperative succeeded in raising its initial 
equity of P837.50 from 36 members in 
1968 to a paid up capital of P18.4 million, 


with 2,794 members enjoying the cooper- 
ative's merchandising business, post-har- 
vest facilities, scholarship programs, hos- 
pitalization and pension plans, why can- 
not others similarly succeed? 

Given their abject economic circum- 
stances at the start, their uphill struggle 
to win, success would seem to be more a 
matter of will than of means. 

Determination is what seems to 
make the difference. And it is some- 
thing basically within. Something inter- 
nal. 

That is probably why, itis said: “Life 
isan Inside Job." 

What we make of ourselves is what we 
become. And in the same breadth, I say 
"Cooperative success is an inside job.” It 
is what we, the members, make of it. 

(Antonio T. Hernandez is a member of 
the Management Association of the 
Philippines and Senior Vice President of 
Land Bank of the Philippines. The MAP. 
Secretariat and the author may be 
reached via mapsec@globenet.com. ph) 
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Safe, healthy and high quality. The totality of what you breathe and enjoy. 
Only with the new National Split Type Air Conditioner. 

Gives you a well-balanced air of healthy соо! and safe comfort wit 
lonizer Function, Catechin Air Purifying Filter and Triple Deodorizing Filter. 


New National Split Type Air Conditioner. 
165 N new cool of healthy and safe totality. 


Super Ionizer Function 
Releases 20,000/cc negatve ions 
to create a relaxing and comfortable 
‘environment similar to areas 
near waterfalls or forests. 


OTHER FEATURES: 
* 12-hour On | Off Timer 

+ Automatic Operation Моде 

+ Бой Dry Operation Mode 

* Powerful Mode 

+ Circulation Operation Mode 
* Blue-Coated Condenser 

+ Removable, Washable Panel 


Catechin Air Purifying Filter 
inacivates arborne viruses to mantan Removes almost a unpiessant smell 
о keep ar constantly refreshed. 


а safe and healthy atmosphere. 


+ Random Auto Restart (32 Restart Buttons) 


‘Triple Deodorizing Filter 


Super Quiet Mode. 
А convenent option for relaxing since 
n the now Luminous Remote Control, 


lowers noise level by 3 decibels. 


Available models: CS-COCKN (1.01р)- 128 EER. 
CS-CT2CKN (1.5hp)- 11.5 EER 
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e With lanolin and natural aloe 
to moisturize skin 

o Perfect for instant cleaning 

| and freshening-up when 
soap and water are not 
available 

• Available in Vitamin E and 
Aloe, Anti-Bacterial Fresh 
Scent and Citrus-Scent 
variants 

o Available іп easy-to-carry 
1501 travel packs and дой 
canisters 


Available at all leading 
supermarkets, 
health & beauty shops, 
and drugstores nationwide 


Exclusively distributed by 
Rustan Marketing Corporation 
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FORBESWOOD HEIGHTS ~ 


LUXURY GARDEN RESIDENCES 


after another...and another: 


AGOHO, BAUHINIA AND CAMBRIDGE TOWERS SOLD OUT. 
RESERVE YOUR HOME AT THE NEWLY OPENED DORCHESTER TOWER NOW. 
STRICTLY FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED. 


‘Smell the flower-scented air. Feel the cool, refreshing breeze. Hear the children's laughter. Things are 
different here at Forbeswood Heights, where Ше а paradise that revolves around an expansive central 
park lavished with greenery and amenities for endless recreation. Right at your feet are well-sculpted 
lawns, trellised promenades, blooming gardens, a putting green, bird bath and themed playground for kids. 
You can try your hand at the tennis court or have a few laps at the swimming pool. And right next door 


is an exciting leisure stop along Forbes Town Road, where you can spend hours and hours dining, 


partying or even shopping. And where you can end the day with a glorious view of sunset over the 


%, Manila Golf 
потез" аза орну Manila Golf Course. 


$ 
Manila ^. Forbeswood Heights. Own a piece of paradise... now. 


A Luxury Residential Development of: 


SHOWROOM OPEN DAILY FROM 8:30 AM TO 7 PM. X 
FOR A VIEWING APPOINTMENT, CALL BONIFACIO WEST 


867-8868 •867-8888 BONIFACIO WEST DEVELOPMENT CORP. MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


HLURB LICENSE TO SELL NO. 06246 www.megaworldcorp.com 


2/E The World Centre, 330 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City * Fax: (632) 867-8028 «E-mail: sales@megaworldcorp.com ISO 9001:2000 CERTIFIED 
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Finally, an insurance that presents you with the widest range of options on the way you invest and how you use the returns. The PruLink Assurance Account. 


There are a multitude of reasons why you invest, whether it's for a child's education or for a retirement plan. This is why PruLink’s investment choices are 


as varied, from fixed income securities to equities, And you still enjoy peace of mind with death and disability benefits. Possibly, it's the most intelligent 
way to plan for the future. 


"PRULINK ASSURANCE ACCOUNT — 7. We're here to listen. [| 


For inquiries, please call: Metro Manila (02) 830-0661 local 9012 Cebu (032) 232-4880 Davao (082) 224-4777 


ID: 


co PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER rrt 


—. LIFESTYLE . 


A bountiful April 


By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


S the temperature rises feverishly with 
Ағ ‘onslaught of summer, the art scene 

is seeing a maddening frenzy of art 
Shows and group exhibitions. This month 
alone has witnessed three group shows open- 
ing almost simultaneously. 


First to optn was the exhibit of fine arts stu- 
dents from ће Technological University of 
the Philippinis, under the tutelage of Profes- 
sors Ferdinatd Doctolero and Ramon de la 
Cruz. Workin} on the theme "Filipino Mythol- 
ogy” (Kanlunjan ng Sining, Rizal Park, until 
May 16), the exhibit by some 50 students rev- 
els in the fertle world of Filipino folklore, 
with its panoply of exotic imagery and the 
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8-NIGHT ALASKA/PACIFIC COASTAL 
Onboard Celebrity's "Mercury" 
near: San Francisco» Vitra» Ketchikan Juneau 
«Sita Vancouver 
Selling Date: May 3, 2003 


7-NIGHT PACIFIC COASTAL 


Onboard АСТ "Radiance of the Seas" 


Itinerary: San Diego» Catalina Islend * SanFrancisco 
* Seattle "Victoria B.C. + Vancouver 
Sailing Date: May 17, 2003 


7-NIGHT EASTERN CARIBBEAN 


„ 124 


* Civitavecchia Rome) Livorno» Kusadasi 


SUMMER CRUISE FEVER! 


7-МОНТ ALASKA INSIDE PASSAGE 
Onboard Celebrity's "Mercury" 


Itinerary: Vancouver + Cruising Inside Passage + Ketchickan 
Hubbard lacer Juneau + Sitka Cruising Inside Passage Vancouver. 
Sailing Dates: May 11, 18 & 25 and June 1, 8 & 15, 2003 


5 е 


Cruise Only _FlyiGruise 
‘Inside Cabin $580.00 $1,660.00 
* Outside Cabin 5680.00 $1,760.00 
+ 3rdiáth Passenger $430.00 $1,510.00 
*Plus FREE one night Accom. In Vancouver 
& Airport Hote:Plertranfers 


For as low as: 


NIGHT MEDITERRANEAN 


Onboard RCI's "Splendour of the Seas" 
Itinerary: Barcelona Villefranche (Nice) * Livorno (FlorencelPisa) 


+ Civitavecchia (Rome) Naples + Valetta Barcelona 


Sailing Dates: May 24 & 31 and June 7, 2003 


Cruise Only _FlylCruise 


$1,714.00 


For as low as: 

inside Cabin $729.00 

* Outside Cabin $829.00 $1,814.00 

+ 3rd4th Passenger FREE $985.00 
Fyne Package via Lulthansa Geman nes 


Cruise Only Fly/Cruise 


$1,451.00 
$1,551.00 
$1,301.00 


For as low as: 
* Inside Cabin $371.00 
“Outside Cabin 5471.00 
+ Srdidth Passenger $221.00 


Cruise Only _FlylCruise 


$1,630.00 
$1,840.00 
$1,340.00 


For as low as: 
‘inside Сал | $550.00 
+ Outside Cabin $760.00 
ЗН Passenger $260.00 


Onboard RCI's "Navigator of the Seas" 
Minerary: Miami + Nassau • Charlotte • San Juan « Labadee * Miami 


Sailing Date: May 10, 2003 


Cruise Only 
$680.00 
$1,060.00 
$460.00 


FlyiCrui 

$1,960.00 
$2,340.00 
$1,740.00 


For as low ast 

* Inside Cabin 

* Outside Cabin 

+ Srdi4th Passenger 


NIGHT MEDITERRANEAN LEGACIES 


Onboard Celebrity's "Millennium" 
lnerary Venice» Dubrovnik Piraeus « Santorini Naples 
ilefranche Barcelona 
Sailing Date: May 23, 2003 


“АШ rates are subject to change without prior notice 


Cruise Only 
$1,070.00 
‘Outside Cabin — $1,345.00 52, 
* 3rdidth Passenger $995.00 $2,000.00 
Fyre Package va usa Gera Anes 


For as low аз: Fly/Cruise. 


Call your preferred travel agent or Royal Caribbean & Celebrity Cruises 
Tel nos. 894-3957 or 892-2704 to 03 or send your inquiries by Fax at 892-2790 e-mail: rylcaribbean@arpanait.com.ph 
i clo Baron Travel (Cebu) nos.: (032) 255-6095 to 96 or facsimile to (032) 254-5344 or e-mail: btc-outbound@pacific.net.ph 
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the highest level of banking 
convenience. 


Visit us at 359 Rizal Avenue 


wealth. 


Enjoy all the advantages of world- 
class banking at our newest branch 
location, Plus savor the perks of our 
HSBC Premier center, reserved 
exclusively for those who deserve 


Extension, Grace Park Caloocan, 
Or call 359-6022 and find out how 
we can help you better manage your 


HSBC 4X» 


The world's local bank 
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MELVEN Espineda's “Mariposa... Biglang Вика? 


wild profusion of iconographic symbolisms. 

A show with a cast as large as this gathering 
of budding painters has its own attendant dan- 
gers. For one, the prescribed theme is a bit over- 
stretched, ifnot rather liberally interpreted. 

There is also the usual claptrap of simply lit 
erally interpreting the theme, characters, sym- 
bols and all. And there lurks the potent danger 
of illustrational art, by which the works on 
view, ironically, are to be ultimately judged, 
since this is a course in printing illustration. 

Surprisingly, the output yielded notewor- 
thy talents among the host of young, hopeful, 
dreamy-eyed artists in the making. A number 
of the pieces show utmost concern for the 
rudiments of painting: vision, composition 
and thematic significance. 

‘A good number reveal the strong influence 
of their mentors and artists they wish to emu- 
late, judging from the attempts to hew closely 
to the masters they most admire. But, as with 
any aspiring artist, one succeeds by simply be- 
ing oneself, or just true to one's intentions, 
which in this case is to fully explore the realm 
oflocal mythology. 

Overall, the pieces bearing identical di- 
mensions do succeed in showing the world of 
Philippine mythology. Particularly notewor- 
thy are Rodolfo, Vera Cruz's "Alingavmgaw," 
which delves into the Ibanag folklore of how 
the earthquake originated, and “Huling 
Sigaw ng Taong Lupa.” 

Both works bear strong composition and go 
beyond the confines of literal interpretation. 
Also promising are Melven Espineda, who ex- 
plores the origins of tobacco and the butterfly, 
and Angelo Antonio Silvestre, whose “Lito” al- 
ready bears the stamp of artistic exuberance. 


UST abstractionists 

Another group show, by young graduates 
of the University of Sto. Tomas College of Fine 
Arts, has seven aspiring abstractionists, who 
‘attempt to veer away from traditional styles 
and, in the process, delve into a new, pro- 
found, less-traveled road of abstraction. 

They call their collective effort “Freak 
Show" (Art Center, SM Megamall, until April 
24), presumably as an expression of their new 
way of thinking and living their rather pecu- 
liar and, indeed, eccentric way of viewing the 
‘world and encapsulating it on canvas. 

The seven are JoAustria, Jeff Belen, Art 
Bermido, Leo Castillo, Lindslee (for Lindsey 
James Alvarez Lee), Marga! R and Andrew 
Carter Tee. 

Austria, who combines oil and acrylic, re- 
veals the physicality of his work with the use 
of textural effects, compacted and com- 
pressed layers, often with primary and sec- 
‘ondary colors in subdued harmony. 

Belen's works in mixed media adhere to the 
elements of spontaneity and randomness, es- 
chewing stiff and rigid rules of balance and 
composition, relying on accidents that often 
prevail in the abstract expressionist’s world- 
view. 

Bermido makes heavy use of drippings and 
dabbles in blues to explore the inner journey 
of the soul. 

Castillo has a limited palette and is squeaky 
clean when it comes to composition, leaving a 
Jot of room for breathing space. 

Lindslee is, without doubt, the most accom- 
plished in the group, evident in his large-scale. 
"works “Butiki” and “Manok,” a visual poet who 
displays a sense of dynamism and movement, 
both visually and emotionally. Which must 
have been the result of his extensive training 
abroad, having trained in the Greenwich Art 
Society and Burr Artists Inc. in New York. 

Lindslee retains his Filipino character with 
his iconographic touches, which are rooted in 
folk symbolisms such as the ubiquitous lizard 
and sarimanok motif 

Marga! R, the only female in the group, 
works along purely nonrepresentational 
lines, and a playful sense of color and symbol, 
evident in her tightrope act balancing order 
with chaos. 

Тее, represented with one work, a large mu- 
ral called "Gravity" is a revelation in his at- 
tempts to fuse, rather freeze, the moment in his 
oeuvre. The work is properly subdued in con- 
tent, with thick impastos to create the undulat- 
ing rhythm of the waves in the sea, a paean to 
life that lies at the center of the artist's universe. 


Artistic bonding 

‘The Pintanaw Group, which we have wri 
ten about in shows past, shows the multifa 
ous talents of its individual members and 
their rich reservoir of styles and techniques in 
their Jatest outing. 

Calling their latest show “Harmony in Pas- 
tel” (Gallery Y, Glorietta, Makati), the collec- 
tion by the 14 members and two guests is 
mainly done in pastel (soft oil). 
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"The simple exercise poses a major cha! 
lenge, craftwise, since many of the member 
are better known for their works in other me 
dia such as oil and acrylic. And such an exer 
cise is not, of course, done in futility, sinc 
each painter explores the rich nuances of hi 
métier, which also displays the large diversit 
of subject and versatility of a group as пірі; 
knit as Pintanaw. 

Led by Fidel Sarmiento, who is the АА! 
president, and Buds Convocar, the ААР vic 
president, the group has once again exhibite: 
its unique flair and feeling for still life: 
nudes, landscapes and sundry subjects tha 
remain dear to the art collector's heart. 

No danger of exhaustion or repetition her 
since the members aspire to show a new fact: 
of their art with every show—a new tecl 
nique here, a novel approach there—whic: 
they all share with one another in the spirit c 
artistic bonding. 


E-mail author at gdormiendo@yahoo.com 
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Resurrected masterpieces 


From page DI 


ket vendor, and two pieces depicting fisher- 
men and pot peddlers in broad brushstrokes 
of black and white, looking as if done with 
E splashes of ink 
There are also pieces by Joya, Sansó, Justin 
Nuyda, Cenon Rivera, Edgar Doctor, a very 
large festive Manny Baldemor. 
“Some of these paintings were just left 
, there in the bodega lying on the ground, and 
* they got trampled on,” Ong relates. 


; Diverse styles 

2 On the fifth floor, in the boardroom, the 
walls are filled with Racuya, Raul Isidro, 

2 Mario Рана! and numerous pieces of lesser 
known painters. 

‘Two paintings by one artist look so widely 
diverse in styles they don't appear to be done 

1 by the same person. One has figures sharply 
outlined and color smoothly applied, while 
the other is impressionistic, almost in sfuma- 

сш. 

Ong explains away the anomaly, saying the 
first piece's restorer, who's also a painter, had 

+ imposed her style and technique on the origi- 
nal. While the second piece he says he himself 
painstakingly restored, retaining the original 
lines and applying the original coloration, 
based on research and close observation. 

He says he spent 1% years restoring the art- 
works. He would spend an average of one 
week fora regular-size canvas. 

Since most of the artists are still alive, they 
may now step forth and claim or disclaim 
these restored pieces to be their own handi- 
work, and see if Ong has succeeded in his doc 
toring job. 

‘There are around 40 of them now dis- 
played in the MWSS rooms. Which makes the 
Balara Filters an unlikely showcase of art. 
And an excellent investor, too. 
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This was the last time 
they were all together. 


Rhoel was the first to go. 
He got promoted and now works in Dubai. 


Lani settled down in Seattle. 


Edgar— Eddieboy to his mama— is now 
a comic book artist in Vancouver. 


And Globe 40-cents IDD is all it takes to bring them all back. 
So, every Easter Sunday their dad calls them up one by one 
and he can once again clearly hear Rhoel laugh, 

Lani sniffle, and Eddieboy do that annoying giggle, 

just like that summer day, many years ago. 


With Globe IDD, they can all be together again...: 


as always? 


| This Easter, bring them home with Globe IDD. 


Just dial 00 + country code + area code + phone number 


making great things possible GI ebe 


~ HANDYPHONE 


To activate your Globe IDD, call our 24-hour customer service hotline: 730-1000 or 211 toll-free on your Globe Handyphone. 
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CITY of ugly concrete and choking pollution 


Can we get 
the old Baguio back? 


HERE did the old Baguio 
W go? The “City of Pines” is 
now a memory, and that 


memory is dying fast. 

Instead of a city with the invigorating fra- 
grance of pines permeating the clear, crack- 
ling mountain air, Baguio now smells more of 
the air-polluting motor vehicle emissions. The 
pine cover seems to have diminished. Has pol- 
lution killed the remaining trees that people 
have not yet felled? 

The Burnham Park of my childhood is no 
more. Vestiges ofits original grandeur are still 
apparent, but today the park is like an un- 
made bed, disheveled and tired from overuse. 


—————Á 
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Gone, too, is the cleanliness that I remember 

so well 
Baguio is a city in the memories of many 
Filipinos, but nobody remembers that the 
park was named after Daniel Burnham, an 
‘American architect of the early 20th century 
‘CANWEIES 
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Family day at Arroceros Forest Parl 


Text by Cynthia О. Valdes 
Photos by Martin V. Valdes 


FOURTEEN persons—seven 
‘adults and seven kids (ages two 
to 12)—fitted into my Kia Carni- 
val van. We were going to the Ar- 
roceros Forest Park, and getting 
there in one vehicle was part of 
the fun. 
Into the swing of things, 
Grandma tried to liven things up. 
by calling to mind some fairy 
tales. But alas, all Lola Cindy 
could recall was that Hansel and L 
Gretel got mixed up with a witch OFFICERS of Winner Foundation seated with former Sen. Raul Roco and Manila Vice Mayor Danny Lacuna 
that threw them into the oven. 
Oh yeah, they also left bread- ation. princesses! Their hairs were all we started to eat, he waited for field. They thought nothing of 
crumbs on the ground to marka What is this world coming to? done up in parts with rubber hisyayato flake the chicken and crawling on their bellies while 
trail but the birds ate tall up and Kids are no longer interested in bands and little ribbons. These cut up the hotdog. they played a serious game of 
so they lost their way. fairy tales. They have been brain- yayas must all be potential hair- 127942 “pusil-pusilan.” They got dirty. 
With а sweet smile, five-year-old washed by Cartoon Network or dressers. Growing up in Bacolod ‘They got scuffed. At the end of 
‘Annika pronounced the story as worse, “The Simpsons," who, I no- Andy, Kiko, Martin and Ty- When ту ownkidswere grow- the day, they took a bath and 
“соту” іп spite of her yaya's tice, don't mince words. Or they aaa M NER rone disappeared into the ing up in Bacolod, where we didn’t mind the little cuts and 
protestations of "Dont say that, would rather sit immobile (such an : woods (er, bushes pala) without resided at the time, Twas the kind bruises. They got into their paja- 
Annika." unnatural position for a child) for even looking back. The yayas of parent who didn’t want yayas, mas and climbed into their own 
Lola Cindy, not one to give up ап hour or more in front of a com- * were poised to follow but I told (Actually, it was because we beds, all ready to thank Jesus for 
easily, tried again. However, in- puter playing “Counterstrike.” i А them to let go. Unfortunately, couldn't afford to hire too тапу а“пісе day.” 
stead of kissing a frog in the hope ў / they found their way back іп по maids.) As soon as my kid was Sometimes, they had boils 
that it would turn into а hand- At the park 5 time at all (couldn't you have aged two, I pronounced him (pigsa) but Daddy took care of 
some prince, this frisky kid, Anni- In no time at all, we arrived at stayed out longer). The 12- “grown up” and let him loose in that. He excised them himself 
ka, said, she would rather step on the park. The boys immediately year-old didn’t look too im- the backyard (but within my line and the boys bear the scars (bat- 
that frog! Her little cousin Trian- wanted to explore. The girls 2 pressed. He started texting with of vision.) My two-year-old could Че scars, if you will) proudly to 
na, only four, did not want to lagged behind, first looking his newly acquired cell phone climb chairs and stairs guided оп. this day. A loose tooth simply got 
marry a prince either; she wants around suspiciously, then want- 2 T and wanted to know if it was ly by my gentle reminders of tied to the door handle, and the 
to bea ballet dancer. ing to know if there were caterpil- time to eat. Kiko, who was an “careful,” “slowly,” "hold on to door closed hard enough to pry 
The boys at the back didn't lars or “higad” that made you Mi^ ~~ Ж, iced-tea addict, wanted to know the railing,” etc. the tooth loose. 
even want to listen. They were itch. As if on signal, the yayas pro- “чай. a if we brought any. Tyrone, aged When they were around six or ^ Dave, the youngest of my three 
busy playing with Bey Blade and duced their "Wipe-outs" and bot- SLIGHTLY jaded I2-year-oldat seven, slipped twice but looked seven, my two older boys trans- boys, played at the sandbox prac- 
Zoids, the toys of today's gener- tles of Alcogel. Such dainty little the park none the worse for wear. When ported our backyard intoa battle- tically the whole day, and he 


didn't tell me until he 
was an adult that 
that sandbox was al- 
so the cats pooh 
place. We called 
Dave, the “destroy- 
ег” Yes, no toy, not 
even cast iron tanks, 
survived his destruc- 
tive hands. He could 
take anything apart. 

As soon as they 
could learn, 1 taught 
my kids things. Den- 
nis, at seven or eight 
months, had to grope 
around for his milk 
bottle made ready at 
а comer of his 
playpen so that my 
nap didn't have to be 
disrupted. Т taught 
my kids how to tie 
their own shoelaces 
and button up shirts 
cause I was too lazy 
to do it for them, 
They ate by them- 
selves whatever food 
was on the table, or 
they went hungry Dr. 
Benjamin Spock said 
that was all right, 
and in those days, 1 
did everything ac- 
cording to Dr. Spock. 


Kids today 

Kids today are а 

pampered lot, and 1 

think that is because 

most parents work 

out of the house and 

thus, have less time 

for them. Yayas are а 

totally different cul 

ture. We may not al- 

ways approve of their 

techniques but theit 

mandate is to protect 

the kids, and this 

they do to the best ol 

ы р their abilities. It is 

Buy Sterling and Avanti Notebooks and geta chance to win fantastic prizes! | only mothers and fa 

thers who can, after 
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the times. Tonly hope 

that in the process 

we can still somehow 

preserve that sense o 

wonder (wow, is thi: 

what а forest dook: 

like?), curiosity (wil 

that ‘cocoon precari 

ously hanging by а 

thread from th 
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that they can turn in 

to the brave and sel! 

confident adults the 

we want them to be. 
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SHORTSIGHTED local government planning 
is ruining the City of Pines. 


Can we get 
the old 
Baguio back? 


From page El 


who planned the city and wound its roads 
around the hills. 

Burnham was one of the brightest lights of 
the architectural profession, a visionary who 
left a legacy of buildings in Chicago, which 
are now protected as national treasures. 

The Burnham plan for Baguio designated 
sites for the city's important buildings, set 
aside areas for parks to ensure a network of 
‘open spaces in the city, and specified locations 
where government agencies could set up their 
summer facilities within the city. 

Teachers Camp is one of those facilities 
Sadly, most of its American-era green-and- 
white wooden cottages built in the architec- 
tural style only found in Baguio have van- 
ished by now. 


Lost ambience 

Baguio has become a city of concrete. The 
massive concrete overpass, a pedestrian fly- 
over, leading from the foot of Session Road го 
the Baguio marker, destroys the city's ambi- 
ence. 

Another flyover, this time for vehicles, is 
planned, Its projected path passes through 
the park in the Baguio General Hospital ro- 
tunda in the center of the city. Residents re- 
port a lack of consultation in the planning of 

* things, and ask for a public hearing to deter- 
* mine the social acceptability of a project. 

Highways and flyovers cut cities into sec- 
tions. In Manila, the South Superhighway, Ed- 
sa and C-5 have sliced neighborhoods in half, 
restricting access by pedestrians who now 
find it risky to cross the roads. Will that hap- 
pen to Baguio residents as well? 

‘An argument that usually falls on deaf ears 
is the fact that a concrete flyover ruins 
Baguio's ambience. 

Is there a vision that will motivate both 
Baguio authorities and city residents to re- 
store the glory of the City of Pines? Is there a 
land use plan that realistically addresses the 
specific requirements of the city such as 
squatters and ancestral claims, zoning that 
specifies protected heritage areas and other 
places where development is allowed? 

There is a need to identify historic and her- 
itage neighborhoods, to pass protective legis- 
lation that prevents their demolition and to 
maintain the original architectural character 
of the neighborhoods. 

Together with the protective legislation, an 
architectural building code can regulate 
preservation work as well as establish guide- 
lines for new construction. The new have to 
coexist with the old, Therefore a need exists 
to establish zones where new development 
can take place. 

"Within the city, sidewalks should become 
sidewalks again, Parks, green spaces and wa- 
tersheds should be recovered and once more 
left as open spaces. 

Baguio was once many things: a city of 
beauty, of cleanliness, of environmental 
preservation. 

But now there really is not much left of the 
heritage of Baguio as the Philippines only Hill 
Station, the summer capital of the country. 
Unlike other Hill Stations in Asia, some of 
which have been raised to international sig- 
nificance by inscription in the United Nations 
Education, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion World Heritage List, Baguio residents 
and the rest of their Filipino brothers have ab- 
solutely no awareness of the uniqueness of 
the City of Pines. 

No pride of place exists, so how can Baguio 
retain the heritage that makes it unique 
among Philippine cities? 

‘We need a place where all of us can go to let 
off our lowland steam. At the rate Baguio is 
being torn apart by our generation, we may 
even have to change our pine-scented memo- 
ries because the next generation of children 
will never believe us when we tell them that 
Baguio was once peaceful, clean, and beauti- 
ful. What asad legacy to leave them! 


E-mail the author at afvillalon@hot- 
mail.com 
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The lost Hidalgos 


“LA BARCA de Aqueronte” 
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| This little. 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


N A HALL, a couple was admir- 
ing a collection of old Filipino 
paintings ranging from the 

primitive to the academic. 

“It says here 1887; so the painter must be 
dead," said the man peering at one painting in 
oil on canvas. 

“Of course,” said the wife. 

‘The two were talking about “La Barca de 
Aqueronte,” Felix Resurreccion Hidalgo's 
most bemedalled painting (from Madrid to 
Barcelona, from Paris to Chicago). 

Itis a stupefying depiction of eternal night, 
of red sky and black water streaked with 
cobalt blue, the gray-white spray and spume 
beating at the boat of Charon as he ferries the 
dead over the river of woe, Acheron, one of 
the five rivers surrounding Hades. 

‘The mysterious ferryman is rendered as a 
black-robed figure with slashes of gray to out- 
line the almost invisible face, his countenance 


"CHRISTIAN Virgins Exposed to the Populace” 


that of Death with the oar as a scythe, The 
writhing brown nude male and female forms 
of 10 lost souls are highlighted with white 
and pink, feebly reflecting the reddened sky. 

The 113 cm x 158 cm painting is framed in 
dark-brown wood richly carved with curlicue 
forms of flowers, leaves, berries. 

So, were we surprised when an article that 
appeared in Lifestyle on March 16, written by 
Kitty Go, reported that the Hidalgo painting 
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Copies of. 
thelost 
masterpieces 
were done by 
the master 
himself 


was "bought by the Spanish government, 
then permanently displayed at Museo de Arte. 
Moderno," and continued: “Today, there is no 
listing of that painting in the Prado Museum 
or in the Museo Reina Sofia, which inherited 
all the paintings of Arte Moderno." 

But we just saw that masterpiece two 
weeks earlier! So what was that we saw in the 
Metropolitan Museum of Manila? A fake? 

What's more shocking, the more famous 
"Christian Virgins Exposed to the Populace" 
was reported in the same article to have been 
“destroyed in a fire at the University of Vil- 
ladolid in Spain.” 

But we also saw that in the Met, as we al- 
ways did every time we happened to go there. 
It was placed strategically where its ethereal 
glow couldn't escape the eyes of people enter- 
ing the hall 


Profligate purchase 

Itis a pale yellowish light from above, like 
one sees on religious icons, which illumes the 
two maidens’ pale pinkish skin, pink nipples 
underneath diaphanous wrap, long tresses, 
and the darker-toned figures of about 15 men 
in robes of ultramarine, turquoise, red, 
brown, orange, white, pink, half of them sik 
houetted on the slate-gray wall. 

(Here the polarity of good and evil is re- 
flected in the alabaster skin of the women 
contrasting with the brown of the men. 
Where the later is any lighter, it is the red 
face ofthe inebriated or the sallow skin of the 
sickly) 

‘This painting is also framed in dark-brown 
wood just as elaborately carved with flowers, 
berries, birds, acanthus leaves, the carving 
now chipped in parts. 

So what happened? Were those two pieces 
weso much admired actually fakes? 

"Those came from the Hidalgo house in 
Quiapo,” says former Central Bank of the 
Philippines governor Jaime Laya, who pur- 
chased the two paintings for the CBP art col- 
lection. “They were hanging in the vestibule 
of the house, facing each other" 

‘The house stood on Tanduay Street, in 
front of the plaza by San Sebastian Church. It 
no longer exists. It used to be part of the es- 
tate of Don Felipe Hidalgo y Kleimpell, the 
artist's nephew. 

“I guess he inherited everything from his un- 
“е, because the artist was childless,” says Laya. 

The two paintings in the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum are copies done by the artist of his 
award-winning originals. The Central Bank 
under Laya purchased them in 1981 for P1.6 
million each-quite a sum in those days. 

"They spent that much for copies? Consider- 
ing the hullabaloo over the P50-million pur- 
chase by the GSIS of Juan Luna's “Parisian 
Life” late last year, wasn't the Central Bank 
just as profligate in its purchase of the two Hi- 
‘dalgo copies? 

“1 thought they were excellent,” Laya says 
now. 

And in hindsight, what does he think of 
these purchases? 

“Well, excellent pa rin,” he laughs. 


Color and chiaroscuro 

The lost masterpieces were presumably 
larger. The Мегз "La Barca de Aqueronte" isa 
reduced copy of the original mural. (There is 
another version of the painting owned by the 
Eugenio Lopez Foundation, a much smaller 
80.65 cm x 108.59 cm piece.) 

Both Hidalgo pieces are suffused with the 
classical and romantic themes and motifs of 
most academic art. In his depiction of male lust 
against female purity in “Christian Virgins Ex- 
posed to the Populace,” the artist uses a Roman 
scene, while his portrayal of the desperation of 
doomed souls in "La Barca de Aqueronte” is an 
image straight out of Greck mythology. 


designed for brain development It keeps the. brain healthy, 
helps promote faster learning and brain growth. 


At this stage ОҒ rapid growth, Brain Lipids need to be 
absorbed fully to alow maximum utilization and benefit. 
This is the time when your child will need Whey protein 
Whey improves the absorption of Brain Lipids and other 
nutrients and promotes better digestion. As a result, 
your child's brain is sure to get the proper nutritional boost 
that it needs. 


LIPIDS 


Building Brighter Brains. 


Yet these works may be considered modem 
in sensibility and technique. The artist's han- 
„ dling of color and chiaroscuro points to the 
Impressionists. 
‘The maidens in the first painting would to- 
1 day be our comfort women, sex slaves, victims 
* of white slavery. The tumult of humanity in the 
second painting is a microcosm of our society, 
stressed out and desperate at any time. 

In fact, this image of distressed humanity 

1 adrift on the waters recurs like racial memory, 
it has almost become a gente-from Théodore 
Géricault's "The Raft of the Medusa,” 
Delacroix’s "Bark of Dante,” to José Blancos 
"The Burning of Angono.” Hidalgo' is closely 
related to Delacroix’s masterwork in theme, 
source (the "Inferno", and romantic dy- 
namism. 

"Though the Hidalgos at the Met are copies, 
they are undeniably masterpieces, and should 
command higher prices than the controver- 
sial Luna. Therefore, security of the exhibit 
area must be a primary consideration. 

Met director Ino Manalo assures security of 
the museum is all right. 

“When these paintings were in the Central 
Bank, they were just there in the corridors," 
says Manalo. "Now the Met is the showcase of 
this ап collection. They're still discussing on a 
permanent venue, Some may be going to the 
National Gallery of Arts later.” 
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“NATATANGI,” by Romeo Forbes 
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“NATIRA Matibay,” by Forbes |. 


PUTTING THE PHILIPPINES ON 


А story 


TIME. 


By Leovino Ma. Garcia 
Contributor 


А UNIQUE pleasure is afforded by antique 
maps. It is to experience the thrill of Icarus, at 
obtaining an overall view of the 
world, before plunging into the sea. 
To look at a map is to view the world 
from above. It is in some way to Бе 
like God who observes everything. 
To see everything is to be every- 
where, to sense the power of con- 
trolling everything and everyone, to 
feel sovereign. There is a compelling 
link between cartography and 
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"TYPUS freti Manilensis," Joris van. ақырын 
Some ancient maps 
inaLopez Museum 
exhibit put the 
Philippines at the center 
of Asia. An augury-of 


glorious things to come? 
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maker creates graphic images that depict specif- 
ic social, political or economic spaces. To convey 
the perils during the Age of Exploration, the 
maps of Abraham Ortelius abound with mer- 
maids, sea monsters and fantastic creatures. 
The 1613 Mereator-Hondius map, which places 
the Philippines in the heart of Asia, proclaims 
Spain's naval might, in alluding to the batte, off 
Manila Bay, between the Dutch Admiral Olivier 
Van Noort and Dr. Antonio de Morga in 1600. In 
the 1744 smaller version of the 1734 Murillo 
Velarde map, we see St. Francis Xavier ap- 
proaching Mindanao, bolstering the 18th cen- 
tury fond belief that the ‘Apostle of the Indies” 
had indeed set foot there. 


Recounted space 

Та the third stage of narration, space is re- 
counted. There is a discourse of geography. 
Maps narrate a new social, economic or politi- 
cal order, They forge an identity—at once cul- 
tural and national. Here, one notes the impor- 
tance of maps of “chorography” (like those 
maps of the Spanish Jesuit cartographer, Fr. 
Pedro Murillo Velarde) for a process of nation- 
al self-discovery. If space is materially pro- 
duced in architecture, urban planning and 
civil engineering, geographical texts and im- 
ages also symbolically “produce” social-cul- 
tural space. Maps then do not only provide us 
topographical information—the outlines of 
coasts, the distribution of hills and forests, the 
distances between towns—but enrich us with 
political, social, ethnological, strategic and 
linguistic knowledge. 

То illustrate this, different narratives сап 
be gleaned from the texts atthe back of the 
1598 Petrus Kaerius map (the first separately- 
printed map of the Philippines) and in the 
Southwest medallion of the 1760 Murillo Ve- 
larde map. In the Kaerius map, the inhabi- 
tants are described as "without laws” and as 
“cannibals” (Menschen eeters). In the Murillo. 
Velarde map (drawn by Francisco Suarez and 
engraved by Nicolas de la Cruz Bagay, both 
Filipinos), the "Indios" or Filipinos are ap- 
praised as “well-built,” having “fine features” 
and being “dusky in complexion.” They be- 


But a map is not only an object of knowl- 
edge, beauty and power. It is a "metaphysical" 
object in the sense that it transports us from 
one world to another, from the "Old World" to 
the "New World"—to unknown worlds. It 
prompts us to wonder about our own being, 
our own place in the world. 

А map represents or, more aptly, pre- 
sents-—brings to presence—the world, By a 
strategy of visual representation—a network 
of lines and colors, a map renders the world 
visible. But maps do not only reveal the 
world; they also conceal it. They do not only 
display it; they also erase or distort it. They 
can also idealize it. In the mapping of the 
world, there occurs a “cartographic transac- 
tion” or re-negotiation of the lived space of 
the world, It should come as no surprise then 
that maps can be enlisted to serve the ideolo- 
y of conquest, the rhetoric of nationalism, 
and the politics of ethnic-cultural difference. 

To go more deeply into the “cartographic 
transaction" or transformation of the physical 
‘orld into a conceptual map, three conceptual 
stages comprise it: a first stage where space is 
‘measured; a second stage where space is visual- "Projections," an 
ized; and a third stage where space is narrated. exhibit of old maps 
In the first stage of measurement, we watch the EM Fan 4 J and mew artworks, 
Jand “surveyor,” standing on the highest van- runs until July 21 at 
tage point (church belfry or mountaintop) to the Lopez Museum 
obtain accurate measurements of the land, (G/F Benpres Bldg, 
With the surveyor's tools and the specialized corner Exchange Road 
code of geometry, the space of the world be- and Meralco Ave, 
comes quantifiable. Pasig City). Call 631- 

Inthe second stage of visualization, the map- 2417. 
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sovereignty between maps and 
power. 

Why do antique maps appeal to 
us? Their appeal comes from the 
unique synthesis of geography, explo- 
ration, travel, trade, history, culture, 
commerce, science and art, Antique 
maps continue to fascinate us not on- 
ly because they are coveted instru- 
ments of power, or delightful vessels of beauty, 
but also because they are archives of informa- 
tion, documents of knowledge and most impor- 
tantly, icons of the creative imagination. 


come “good writers, painters, sculptors, 
blacksmiths, goldsmiths, embroiderers and 
sailors.” Here, two different narrators are at 
work. The first one is disdainful; the second 
benevolent. Their narratives produce or pro- 
ject different spaces of meaning. 

А map tells the story of space. To name a 
place is already to teli a story. There are as 
many stories as there are names on a map. 

In sum, antique maps help us appropriate 
a fuller consciousness of our country as the 
center from which we relate to others. An an- 
tique map, like the 1613 Mercator-Hondius 
тар which puts the 
Philippines at the very 
center of Southeast 

, campfire our 
imagination | and 
strengthen our re- 
solve to help place our 
country mot only at 
the heart of Asia but 
most of all, as an 
Asian nation, with a 
heart all its own. 


"CARTES des Isles 
Philippines, Celebes 
et Moluques,” 
Rigobert Bonne 
(1727-1795) "INSULAE Indiae Oriental; by Mercator 
and Hondius 
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"INSULAE Philippinae,” by Petrus Kaerlus (1571-c.1646) 


By Migs Villanueva 


‘THE SATURDAY 
Contributor 


Group meets 
with thelr host, 
Judy Araneta- 
Roxas, at the 
beach. 


WHEN Judy Araneta-Roxas asked the 
‘Saturday Group to go to Roxas City fora 
weekend of creative partnership with 
the Capiz Arts Council, the artists 
packed their canvases and watercolors 
faster than Ms Roxas could say "fiesta." 

But there's no truth to the rumor that 
they came only for the seafood, because 
before they could even settle into their 


hotel rooms, they were already at the 
Gerry Roxas Foundation Center, talking 
shop—and walking the talk—with the lo- 
cal artists, Malang gave a demonstration 
to the local artists, He walked them 
through the creative process, from start to 
finish, 

The Roxas City trip was set up just 
right to bring the most out of the sell-ef- 
facing and shy Malang, He was in the 
company of his friends from the Satur- 
day Group—Cris Cruz, King Verano, 
Magoo Valencia, Entes Magpusao, Re- 
my Boquiren, Caloy Gabuco, Wilson 
Ma, Jessie Alfonso, Myra Caymar, Anna 
de Leon and this writer. 


MALANG 
with Roxas 
City Mayor 
del Rosario 


They arrived, at six in the morning, to a 
hearty welcome by Mayor del Rosario, Fe- 
ly Rendon and the Capiz Arts Council. 
Roxas City, at such an early hour, was 
alive with the fiesta spirit, The group 
gave their all in the art- and merry-mak- 
ing, They were inspired, Judy Roxas 
had brought them over from Manila and 
billeted them at Abalo's Hotel. They al- 
so received several invitations from the 
locals. Why shouldn't they be inspired? 
The artists gave demos, lectures, tu- 
топаз and question-and-answer ses- 
sions. Malang, Cris Cruz, Magoo Valen- 
cia and Caloy Gabuco gave lessons and 


ү ў 
| Я 
- 2 m cz еі 
shared trade secrets with brighteyed , 
Roxas City artists late into the night. 

Oh, the seafood! All the seafood of 
their dreams materialized on a heaping 
table at the mayor's fiesta spread, an un- 
forgettable luncheon at his fishpond bul- 
wagan! And, one afternoon, they were 
served fresh-off-the-pond, grilled bangus, 
daing-stye, for merienda, where they 
were encouraged to eat the bellies—and 
only the belies 

his was the abundance of Roxas 
City—the bounty of the water, which the 
city celebrated with an eye-popping flu- 
vial parade and fireworks display. It was 
setin the darkness of evening, with torch- 
ез floating downstream, away from the 
city center while upstream came the line 
of fish and crustaceans in electric neon 
colors, gliding along the water, At the end 
of the line was the image of the Immacu- 
late Conception, the Patroness of Roxas 
City in all her splendor, atop a burst of 
pink lotus blooms. “This is for the chil- 
dren,” said Mayor del Rosario, "We want 
to teach them that ther livelihood comes 
from their environment, and that they 
must care for it to live, We want them to 
grow up knowing that.” 

Тһе Saturday Group left the city in- 
structed and refreshed, with festa in their 
hearts, and well, crabs in thelr bags, 
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MALANG sets the tone and pace of the weekend interaction by giving a live. 
demonstration, 
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Tired of the usual method In getting 
rid of unwanted hale liko plucking, 
‘shaving waxing or other chemical. 

depilatorlas which will only give 
you temporary result. Now you 
‘don’t have to go to all these 
massy and palnful processes 
"which sometimes give you 
Undesirable result. 


Lets Face IT introduces 


LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL, 


You can now get rid of those 
unwanted holt fuzz-treo and 


‘than before. 
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"MATADORA" 
(left) and 
"Saying 
Praise," by 
Romi Villaseran 


Villaseran 

at Astra; new 
gallery-resto 
toopen 


ROMI Villaseran mounts “Lunar,” an exhibit of his 
recent works, at the Galerie Astra (2/F LRI Busi- 
ness Center, 210 Nicanor Garcia, formerly Re- 
poso St. Bel-Air, Makati. Featured are images of 
a lucid dreamworid that Villaseran roamed as а 
child, with magical beings as playmates and en- 
chanted places as playgrounds. The exhibit 
opens on April 23 and runs until May 9. Call 895- 
1772 or 726-9015. 


AN EXHIBITION of the works of positivism expo- 
nent and painter E. R. Tagle will inaugurate Patio 
Manila café-restaurant as a new art gallery. The 
restaurant is at 
VISUAL ARTS thevasementot 
the Ramon 
Magsaysay Center (beside Diamond Hotel), Rox- 
as Bvd., Manila, Tagle will also conduct art work- 
shops 3-5 p.m. Fridays for children and айий. 
Patio Manila is open Monday-Saturday. April 13- 
22is Positive Thinking Week. 
Cal! Gina Gonzalez at 404-2906 or 899-6358. 


‘COLONIAL paintings from Peru are on exhibit unt 
May 15 at the San Agustin Museum in Intramuros. 
Organized by the Embassy of Peru, the exhibit dis- 
plays for the first ime in Manila, 17 paintings from. 
the Cuzco School of Style, one of the most impor- 
tant schools of art in America. Сай 527-4060, 528- 
6764 or 527-4061 


KAREN Ocampo Flores presents “Floored” at the 
Finale Art Gallery. Featuring a series of paintings 
and mixed-media works, with focus on the use of 
industrial vinyl flooring both as ground and sub- 
ject, it is on view at the Finale Art Gallery at the 
SM Megamall Artwalk (4/F of Bldg. A) April 22- 
May 4, Call 632-2411, fax 634-2410 or e-mail fi- 
nale@mindgate net 


AN EXHIBIT of the latest works of Pol A. Mesina Jr., 
“U-Ugong,” will open April 28, 6 p.m., at the 
Pacheco Gallery, 4/L, SM Megamall Bldg. А. 
Mesinz's third one-man show, the exhibit runs 
until May 12. 


THE 10-DAY Art Adventures, an arts and crafts 
workshop, will teach children about art geniuses, 
arrange visits to focal art museums, expose them 
to different art techniques, and introduce them to 
crafts. 

The workshop will be conducted April 21-May 2 
Monday-Friday in two locations, 10 a.m.-12 nn at 
San Lorenzo Village, Makati City; and 3-5 p.m. at 
Valle Verde 5, Pasig City. 

Workshop fee is P2,500 per child, inclusive of all 
art supplies and materials, daily snacks, museum. 
tour, and a graduation party cum art exhibit on 
May 4. Call (0917) 794-2503 or e-mail art, adven- 
tures2003@yahoo.com. 


THE ART Discovery and Learning Foundation Inc., 
in cooperation with the University of the Philippines 
Vargas Museum Summer Outreach Program and 
the Art Gallery of the Philippine Heart Center, will 
hold the Basic Curatorship seminar. 

The seminar will begin April 25-26 and continue 
May 6 and 10. Sessions are from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Seminar fee is P4,500 inclusive of meals, refresh- 
ments, kits with handouts and Certificate of Par- 
ticipation. Call Linda Pabico of the UP Vargas Mu- 
seum at 928-1927 and 990-5301 (local 7408) or 
‘e-mail vargasmuseum@yahoo.com. 
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ОТ Afghanistan,” by Karen Flores, at 
Finale. 


traveler's 
Philippines 


100 Resorts іп the Philippines. 

(Places with a Heart) 

By Lily Yousry-Jouve and Dominique Grelé 
Asiatype Inc., 327 pages 


By Amadis Ma, Guerrero 
Contributor 


i3 CONOMIST Dominique 

Grelé, who is from Nor- 

mandy, France, worked and 

lived in Manila with her family for 

several years. During weekends, 

she and her family would go out of 

town and “investigate” the coun- 

tryside. Grelé liked best Palawan, 

Boracay, Puerto Galera, Negros 
(Apo Reef) and Cebu's west coast. 

Lily YousryJouve, of French-Egyptian 
parentage, is from Paris. She is a well-known 
artist who has held two solo shows in Manila 
devoted to Philippine landscapes. She and her 
husband Marcel Jouve stayed in the Philip- 
pines from 1996 to 2000, where Jouve served 
as the cultural attache of the French Embassy. 

:YousryJouve was impressed by (again) 
Palawan, North and South Luzon, Samar and 
Leyte, Lake Sebu and the Agusan and Surigao 
provinces (especially Siargao Island) 

‘These two intrepid French women traveled 
extensively around the country, fell in love 
with Philippine landscapes and seascapes, 
and collaborated on this book. 

Sometimes it takes a foreigner to appreci- 
ate the beauty of our archipelago. 

“То our minds," say the authors, “the best 
places are not necessarily the most expensive 
or the most plush. ‘First-class’ is defined by us 
according to a set of criteria: The beauty of 
the site where the resort is located; the quality 
of the physical arrangements, architecture 
and interior decor; the excursions possible in 
the area; the service; the warmth of wel- 
come—all of these elements make a place ap- 
pealing." 
Distinctive style 

Each section has a 
reproduction of a 
painting by Yousry- 
Jouve, who has a dis- 
tinctive style with 
touches of surreal- 
ism. 

Most of the mini- 

reviews are quite fa- 
vorable, although 
there may be some 
negative impres- 
sions. 
“rif the graysand 
beach in one Subic 
resort is — "quite 
unattractive,” the au- 
thors say so. 

One hotel (Legen- 
da), which charmed 
Өгей and Yousry- 
Jouve, has "very rea- 
sonable (rates) іп 
comparison to that of 
Other hotels where 
the level of comfort 
and amenities are 
quite inferior.” 

White Rock Beach 
Hotel can boast of 
"magnificent travel- 
ers trees" and a love- 
ly area with coconut. 
frees, but much of 
the furniture "need 
to be refurbished.” 

After each resort 
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or hotel featured is a very useful entry con- 
taining essential information such as address- 
es and telephone numbers, travel options, the 
amenities of the place, and the activities of- 
fered. The quality of the cuisine is rated, usu- 
ally from average to good, to an occasional 
"excellent and plentiful.” 

Briefly discussed and evaluated are resorts 
and hotels/inns from Ilocos Norte to Davao. 
For the authors, “There is no other hotel with 
such charm in the immediate vicinity of the 
Hundred Islands National Park as Lisland 
Rainforest in Urdaneta, Pangasinan.” 

Coco Beach Island Resort in Puerto Galera 
is praised for its innovative service family and 
“remarkable... nipa bungalows scattered in a 
vast flower garden of bougainvillea and or- 
chids." 

Hidden Valley Springs near Alaminos, La- 
guna iscited for being located in the middle of 
“a superb forest." 

In romantic and high-end Club Noah Is- 
abelle along Taytay Bay, Palawan, "the піра 
and wood cabafias have a beautiful view of 
the cliffs but they are a little small." Inciden- 
tally this resort now has family rooms. 

Pansukian Triopical Resort in Siargao, “а 
resort of charm par excellence, is the realiza- 
tion of a rather mad dream of (Frenchman) 
Nicolas Rambeau." The dream was to get 
away from Paris and build a splendid resort in 
the tropical wonderland that Siargao is. 

“100 Resorts. . . " is not а so-called coffee- 
table book but a handy guidebook. It is useful, 
interesting, and objectively written (although 
the authors say their choices are “highly sub- 
jective”). The book is recommended for light 
‘summer reading; itis also filled with attrac- 
tive color photos, many of them taken by Mar- 
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Тһе pm about GLAUCOMA 


Glaucoma is a progressively blinding disease. 
1 Glaucoma is characterized by the death of the 
nerve eventually causing complete blindness. 
of There is no cure for Glaucoma. 


l''fibers of the optic nerve leading to partial 

jbindness in portions of the visual fed, These 
Technology in the : 

Hands of obe People 


> Glaucoma is irreversible but its progression 
‚-сап be halted with medications, surgery or 
laser treatment especially if detected early. 
Medications may be needed throughout life. 
Galileo SurgiCenter offers Systematic 


Screening Packages for Glaucoma and 
Glaucoma Treatment Plans through the 
collaborative efforts of our 
Ophthalmologists and our Glaucoma 
Specialists employing the latest. 
technological advances in the diagnosis 
of glaucoma. 


7 Anybody can be affected by Glaucoma. 


, It has been estimated that glaucoma affects 
> 5 million people worldwide. While anyone may 
develop glaucoma, there are people at greater risk: 
patients with extremely high grades; those with a 
family history of glaucoma; those taking steroids; 
the elderly; and, those with systemic diseases like 
hypertension and diabetes. 


Itis difficult to detect Glaucoma. 


А patient with glaucoma usually does not feel 
anything except in advanced or acule cases. 
Frequently a patient is unaware of the disease 
until it is discovered incidentally or until it is too 
late. 


Visual Field Analysis isa 
reliable method for 
determining the extent 
of visual field loss. 
Modern visual field 
analyzers are 
computerized and run 
programs optimized for 
glaucoma detection, 


Nerve Fiber Layer 
Analysis is a laser scan of 
the optic nerve head with 
computerized images of 
its structure. lt gives an. 
accurate measurement of 
the extent of 
glaucomatous damage to 
the nerve. 


Your Ophthalmologist is the best person 

to tell you if you have glaucoma, 
Consult your eye doctor or see us at the Galileo 
SurgiCenter for a systematic evaluation and 
treatment plan. 


The future of your vision depends on how you take care of your eyes today. 


To find out more, visit us at the: 
GIF Belson House, 271 EDSA, (near the comer of Connecticut Street), Mandaluyong City 
Consultation Hours: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday - Saturday. 
Call for an appointment: 721-7135 or 721-6112. 
For more information about our facilities: http/wwwi-gse.com 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


TWN TS Та 
NEW TOOTHPASTE — GET 
MIGHT WHITEN YOU A 


MAGPANGGAP_KAYA 
AKONG ISANG 

BIBLICAL CHARACTER 
NG CENAKULO 


| [TEET Too muci. РЕН. 


Gd 


HEY! STAN AWAY 
FROM ME WiTH THOSE 


BABY BLUES 


DROOL-COVERED HANDS | 


WHY..2 WHAT ARE 
YoU GONNA UO \F 
T TOUGH YOU? 


HA! HINDI NA NICA 


AYUN st HuDAS 
AKO MAHVHULI 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


THUMP! 
“THUMP! 


BYJERRYSCOTT MUTTS 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


TNE NDE Iwate Бека, 


proven 
3 


Бет. B GABY -AD 


7% 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


TREEGE UNCHES PUT 
IN THE (роо POT AD 


Nor EVEN TAM! 


[ A mooch! 


N? TOMoRROWS 
EARTH par! 


oo 


È 


A TIME To REMEMBER 
THE FRAGILITY OF OUR 
PRECIOUS PLANET AND 

Te Commit To PRorecT- 
ING (TS BEAUTY AND 


UNA 
ца 


А 


5 


тЫ BE 
WALKING ON 
MY TIPP?-Togs 
ALL DAY. 


BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 


IT MUST Ве DIFFICULT TO 
ве ENLIGHTENED AND ее 
SURROUNDED өч IDioTS 

At tHe SAMe Time HUH? 


Челн! ..г MEAN No! 
UMM... I DON^t KNOW? 
ERR... WHAt ро Чоу 


(беч. WAit A MiNUte. Чоо 
CALLING ме AN IDiot?!! 
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HoRoscoPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN ToD: 


fou are very organized and always down-to-earth. You like to run the show. You can be aggressive. 
Or quiet. You don't waste your time. You approach йе dynamically physically and with great fervor. You are not a quite. 


Work hard this year, because your rewards await you in 2004. 


Birthdate of: Glen Campbell, singer/actor, Aaron Spelling, producerídirector; Jack Nicholson, actor. 


ARIES (March 21 to April 
е 19): apne pta 
will probably please you 
today. Some of you might 
discover unexpected 
ways of earning money as wel, АП fi- 
nancial matters are subject to quick 


changes. 

© clubs, groups and un- 
usual people make this a 

memorable day for you. Expect the. 

best! The tempo is upbeat, positive 

and full of surprises. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
Мау 20): Unexpected en- 
Counters with frends, 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20): You fee that keeping 
your individuality is more. 
important than living up 
to the expectations of 

others today especially the expecta- 

tions of large organizations. You have 
tobe true to yourself. 
your Пе today. This wil 


CANCER (June 21 to July 
22]: Some unusual char- 
acters could wander into 

definitely give you some- 
thing to taik about with the gang back 
home. You can count on this. 


DaAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Vended 


5 Emotional 
docrums 


1074 
Miserables" 


‘wl 
14 Finished 


15 Har-aing 


16 Ғге-ае 
phrase, 


17 Сап 
Tumer 


or 


18 Avignon's ver 


19 Crcnnai team 
20 1958 Spencer 


Tracy йт, wath 
"The" 


23 Gelling agent 
24 Showy 


showman 
25 Rheostat 


28 Sureire shots 


30 RV hookup 
33 Actor Morales 


34 _ maler (brain 
ЕЛІ) 


36 Tin Pan Ашу 
letters 

38 Amenca 
makers 

41 Church leador 

42 Acimst 

43 First of te pot 

44 "Norma 

45 Computar 
image 

{кы 

48 >> Фрбато! 

50 Woar oul ai 

51 Former Hallan 
iciator 

59 Plenty’? 

60 Tropical 
creeper 

61 Columnist 
Bombeck 

62 Payment option 

63 Pontum 
makers 

ва Walorslon and 
Wanamaker 

65 Log punch? 

86 Crocodie 

87 Piece of cake 


Portland, OR 


4 Treatment for 
тоюп 
sickness 

5 Actor Herschel 

8 "Gypsy Love" 
‘composer 

7 Еме middle 
name 

8 Rear 

3 Got steamed 

10 Soragio 

11 Various 
functions 

t2 "Author of The 
Immoraiet" 

13 Greek peak 

21 Vital відс 

22 Atacks 

25 Put oll 

26 Elba or Capri 

27 Boa Anhur 
кот 

28 Inert gaseous. 
Slement 

29 Sidewalk 
eatery 

30 Act division 

31 Floozes 

32 Unespected 
машу 


DOWN 

1 By oneselt 
2 Oblong ciclo 
3 Advance 


Бу Gerald. Ferguson 


35 Dismanilo. 
37 Lacking lom. 
39 Word with up 
or frit 
40 Timetable halt 
46 Caim downl 
48 Author Leun 
49 Woodworker's 
toot 


50 Piano adjuster 
51 Load sutcasos 
52 Actor Aida 

53 Stance 

54 Mowe: регі. 

55 input 

56 Teheraris place 
57 Post Lazarus 
58 Coarse fie 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22); You don't teei toler- 
ant о! restrictions today. 
In fact, you might sur- 
prise yoursel by how re- 

belious and reactionary you actually 


are when it comes to rules and regu- 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22): Exciting ideas stim- 


lations thal seem pointless. 
ulate you today. You want. 
to know what others are 


thinking and what the 


‘general wisdom isin the marketplace 


Of the world. 
bonuses or little perks, 


make you happy today 


You like the changes that are taking 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Unexpected favors 
from co-workers, plus 


WALA NANG: 
NOISE POLLUTION 


place around you now. These 
changes introduce modern, more. 
technological ways of doing things. 
e today. Friendly ex- 
changes with others can 
make you feel younger and more 


alive. [fs something to add a little 
bounce fo your step. 


ИСТ? 
SCORPIO (081. 2310 матан PUMILI 
Nov. 21): Surprise fia- 


tions catch you off-guard 


тека? 
ANDAMING 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): You can 
make changes for the. 


VANILLA- CHÓCOBAN ANA, 
MANGO, STRAWBERRY, 
CHEESE... TSK! wwe 
HALO-HALO. -GUYABANO DEA 

нета, 


Detter at work today. Re- 

c, forms and improvements 
are possible now if you keep an open. 
mind. There is always a better 


FURRY LOGIC 


mousetrap. 


r 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 


Jan. 19): You find t easy 
7 do learn new things to- 
day. You catch on fast. 


This В an excellent day to 
join in any kind of cre- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): A family mem- 


ative intellectual activity. 
ber or something In your 
private Ие surprises you 


now. Don't worry it will 


be something interesting and upbeat. 


Remember: A change 5 as 0000 as a 


rest. 
day in every way. You feel 


quick-witted, alert and 


curious about life around you. Expect 
surprise news to come your way. 


PISCES (Feb. 1910 
March 20): Your magi- 
‘ation s stimulated to- 
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Fellows 

to Mindanao 
national writers 
workshop named 


THE MINDANAO Creative Writers Group, Inc. 
and the National Commission for Culture and 

2 Arts (NCCA) in cooperation with the MSU-Ili 
gan Institute of Technology (MSU-IT) an- 
nounced that out of 61 applicants, 15 writing 
fellows qualified to the 10th Tigan National 
Writers Workshop (INWW) to be held on May 
7-10, 2003 at the Elena Tower Inn, ligan City. 

Luzon: Ava Vivian A. Gonzales (fiction/ 
English/ Los Baños, Laguna /UP Diliman); BJ 
А. Patino (fiction/ English/ Quezon City/ Ate- 
neo de Manila University); Michael Francis C. 
Andrada (Play/ Filipino/ Quezon City/ UP 
Diliman); Vincent E. Coscolluella (Poetry/ 
English/ UP Diliman/ Mandaluyong City); 
Joseph Rosmon Tuazon (Poetry/ Filipino/ 
University of Santo Tomas/ Muntinlupa City). 
Alternate: Ricardo P Fernando Ш (Poetry/ Fil- 
ipino/ UP Diliman/ Kalookan City). 

‘Visayas: Haidee Emmie К. Palapar(Poetry/ 
Cebuano/ Cebu City/ UP Visayas Cebu Col- 
lege); Voltaire О. Oyzon (Poetry/ Waray/ 
Barugo, Leyte/UP Visayas-Tacloban); Jay б. 
Malaga (Роепу/  Hiligaynon/ Тайѕау 
Gity/Collegio San Agustin-Bacolod); Janis 
Claire B. Salvacion (Poetry/ Waray/ Tacloban 
City/UP Visayas-Tacloban); Lorenzo P. Ninal 
(Fiction/ Cebuano/ Cebu City/ San Carlos 
Seminary). Alternate: Jonathan de la Cruz- 
Davila (Poetry/ English/ Bacolod City/ Uni- 
versity of Negros Occidental-Recoletos). 

Mindanao: Germelina A, Lacorte (Fiction/ 
Englishy Davao City/Silliman University); 
Jose Genaro Yap-Aizon (Fiction/ Chabacano/ 
Zamboanga City/Ateneo de Zamboanga Uni- 
versity); Oscar В Zerna (Fiction/ English/ Ii- 
gan City/University of San Carlos); John B. 
Bengan (Fiction/ English/ Davao City/UPMin- 
danao); Percelindo U. Dingding (Poetry/ En- 
glish/ Iligan Сиу/ MSU-IIT). Alternate: Jo Vita 
Ann Abellanosa (Poetry/ Cebuano/ Musuan, 
Bukidnon/ Central Mindanao University) 

‘The writing fellows are asked to confirm 
their attendance on or before April 28 to IN- 
WW director Christine Godinez-Ortega. The 
alternate will be taken in only to replace any 
writing fellow who cannot make it. 

This years INWW keynote speaker is the 
playwright, author and critic, Dr. Isagani R. 
Cruz of De La Salle University. Highlight of 
the workshop is the launching of the proceed- 
ings of the 9th INWW titled, “Writing to the 
Music of the Mortar and Pestle” published by 
the MSU-IIT and edited by Jaime An Lim, 
Godinez-Ortega and German V Gervacio. 

Meanwhile, the INWW's twin activity, the 
two-day Seminar on the Teaching of Philip- 
pine Literature for Mindanao's literature 
teachers, will be held on May 5-6 also at the 
Elena Tower Inn. 

Seminar topics and lecturers are: "How to 
teach poetry” by Ricardo de Ungria; "How to 
teach fiction" by Timothy Montes; "How to 
teach drama" by Isagani Cruz; "Teaching Min- 
danaos Lumad literatures” by Joy М En- 
riguez; “Teaching the Maranao folk litera- 
tures” by Nagasura T. Madale; “Teaching the 
folk literatures of Sulu” by Rita Tuban; 
"Teaching the folk literatures of the Visayas” 
by Merlie Alunan; "Teaching the literatures 
from the regions" by Rosario Cruz Lucero and 
“How to prepare a syllabus" by Jaime An Lim. 

Registration fee is P1,000.00 to cover 
snacks, meals, seminar kit and certificate of 
attendance. Slots are still available. Call Pat 
Cruz at telefax (063) 3516-131. 


Maningning... recs 


ture of Creative Writing director Virgilio Almario, 
MMAFI president Herman T. Gamboa, together 
with the foundation's directors, Edna Manlapaz, 
Alma Miclat, Leonardo Ramos, Joaquin Sy, 
James Na, Marcia Miranda and Mario Miclat, 
handed the trophies, certificates of merit, cash 
awards and special collectors edition of Man- 
ingning Miclats trilingual book, “Voice from the 
Underworld,” and the anthology, “Beauty for 
Ashes: Remembering Maningning.” 

‘The program, which was emceed by Ed Cabag- 
mot of the Cultural Center of the Philippines, pre- 
sented song numbers by Aba Dalena and Rock Ba- 
to, Joy Abalon and Chaitanya Aquino of San 
Miguel Chorale and Banaue Miclat. 

Edna Manlapaz , in her closing remarks, 
announced the launching of the wwwman- 
ingningcom which can now be accessed 
through the Internet. 
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Highly praised books on 


EP S N environmental law launched 
TWO NEW books, "The Laws of to think beyond the ordinary. 
гпшшеәкү? 2d Nature and other Stories" апй No other law book іп the world 
x с A “A Legal Arsenal for the Philip- has been written in this form 
on; pine Environment,” were and manner. Unprecedented in 
san 4 launched last Friday, scope and style, it is destined to 
“The Laws of Nature” isa pic- survive the winds of time." 
THE POWER TO CREATE ture and story book. It presents “A Legal Arsenal for the 
in very vivid terms the beauty Philippine Environment” is a 
of the world, especially of the compendium of Philippine en- 
Philippine islands, and the sor- vironmental laws and cases 
1 ту state ofthe environment to- and the authors personal 
et r " day. However, it does not end notes. In his foreword, Chief 
” there. Far from being а story of Justice Hilario Davide Jr. 
* gloom, the book dares to think writes: 
differently, and “beyond the or- “This book is not just a work 


à dinary.” The book dares to pre- of love—it is a work of passion. 
sent bold, but practical policy It is the product of more than 
suggestions and personal op- 17 years of legal research and 


tions. the rough-and-tumble of envi- 
What makes this 550-page, ronmental advocacy. This rich 
full-color book even more un- experience provides the reader 
usual is that it is written for the a wealth of information and in- 
layman. In fact, itis written for sights on how to make the law 
anyone who can read basic En- work a little bit more for the en- 
glish from ages 14 and above. vironment. It is now delivered 
In his preface, the author says into the hands of the ordinary 
that “it is only a picture book, citizen. Somehow this gives a 
and the work of a storyteller new meaning to the phrase 
and legal brawler. Legal schol- ‘taking the law into one’s own 
ars and environmental scien- hands.” 
tists will forgive the effort to Тһе author Antonio A. Oposa 
simplify complex theories and Jr, is one of Asia's leading voic- 
concepts. But if a story must be es in environmental law. As Pro- 
understood by all, we must tell fessor Zaelke describes him in 
a simple story.” the foreword, “although little 
In the foreword of the book, known in his own country, his 
Prof. Durwood Zaelke, founder work is well known all over the 
ca S and president of the Center for world. His landmark case on 
International Environmental the environmental rights of fu- 
Law (CIEL) in Washington, ture generations is now basic 
: D.C., writes: reading fare for all students of 
from - “А natural storyteller and International Environmental 
teacher, the author has the gift Law worldwide." Professor Za- 
to make complex legal theories elke is himself an international- 
and environmental problems ly known author of environ- 
sound sosimple. This work mir- mental law books, among them. 
rors his talents—comprehen- the widely acclaimed textbook, 
sive, analytical and, most ofall, "International Environmental 
compelling in its message. Yet Law and Policy” (NY, Founda- 
through it all, a story is told in tion Press). 
simple and easily understand- Топу Oposa received his law 
able language. The book even degree from UP and took post- 
EPSON Philippines Corp 7 4 has humor, something in short graduate studies іп energy 
EPSON Square : 638-4418 1 supply in the world today. planning and the environment 
Toll Free No.: 1-800-188-1440 " wwe DARE окуп моле LU "This should not be а sur- in the University of Oslo (Мог- 
Website : www.epson.com.ph ENS FEBRUARY 19, 2003 AT THEATERS EVERYWHERE prise, for anyone who knows way). He took up his Master of 
him, knows only too well of his Laws (in environmental law) at 
» раро = mischievous sense of humor. Harvard Law School, where he 
licipati Г м epi, Quick, hilarious, playfulandir- was the commencement speak- 
Purchase any participating EPSON ез арис? сздр Teverent, the book acquires а erofthe graduating class. 
inkjet printers, С415Х, C61 ог í “a character of its own. Noe, For his work in environmen: 
А however, that after the ripples (а! enforcement, he receive 
[Photo 830, from any authorized of laughter have settled dem The Outstanding Young Man 
he leaves из а message to think (ТОҮМ) award. For his work in 
EPSON dealer outlet and get a about.” judicially advancing the princi- 
limited Edition DAREDEVIL cap | “We, in this generation, аге ple of intergenerational respon- 
lucky to have someone like him sibility, he received the UNEP 
for FREE write books such as this. Bold Global Roll of Honor. 
in its thinking, it sketches a For orders, call 809-6122 or - 
path to the future and dares us 3176. 


Promo period = epsonismus. CATSX EPSONSTYLUS-PHOTO 830 у : Г 
Feb. 18 to Apr 30, 2003 Maningning Miclat Poetry 


= Per DTi-NCR Permit No.0217, Series of 2003. 
Award winners announced 
‘THE MANINGNING Miclat Art Foundation, 


y 1 » T т Inc. (MMAFI) announced the winners of the 
и j ! | " H HH 1st Maningning Miclat Award for Poetry in a 
: i | garden ceremony at the University of the 
Hil | Philippines Executive House last April 11. 
\ 1i | ! Naya S. Valdellon, a BFA graduate of Cre- 
cR 5 i [ 
c HILE | 


ү ative Writing from the Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
Li versity and a fellow both of the 38th UP Ма- 


1 
i ЕТІК Ba fg М: tional Writers Workshop and the 41st Nation- 
k 2 i B А | al Writers Workshop in Dumaguete, led this 
tales Sache gnis du re D 


TNT year's winners in the English division. Her 


en 2 winning collection is entitled "Reluctant Fire- 
gi , 3 


walker.” 

Joselito delos Reyes, a member of Linangan 
sa Imahen, Retorika at Anyo (Lira) and fellow 
of the 36th UP National Writers Workshop and 
the 1999 Rio Alma Poetry Clinic gamered the 
top prize in the Filipino division for his collec- 
: 5 5 tion of poems entitled "Sa Lungsod Namin." 
Bare your sensuous summer: National Artist Napoleon V. Abueva formal- 
skin as LaserLight Hair Removal К exe ly handed to the Miclat family of Mario, Alma 


Ж and Banaue a bust of Maningning Miclat in 
makes hair-free legs, underarms, whose name and honor the poetry award was 


i ikini Ii ible! : B3 р launched. 
bii 1р and bikini ез poses М Maningning was a multi-awarded artist, 
From Аргїї 21-30, 2003, | тїшї poet and create writer, vanslator 
i x teacher 

enroll in any LaserLight E The glitering ceremony was attended by 
4 writers, artists, finalists of this year’s contest 
and their families as well as academic and 

corporate people. 
Finalists in the Filipino Division are Mesandel 
b V Arguelles of Lira for his "Illahas at iba pang 
A z ч Bitag ng Dalisay" and Mayo Uno Martin of UP 
'DA-approved for perman - for his "Lamina." Rodrigo dela Pefi of UP and 
d о! А Angelo V Suarez of UST made it to the Magic 3 
фе for their "One Drop of Breath" and "Reclama- 

tion,” respectively 
‘There was no top prize for the Chinese divi- 
sion. Honorable Mention went to “Passersby 
and other Poems “by Cheng Yue of Beijing and 
“If You Wish and other Poems" by Chen Pingsha 


Cal al Care ‹ i of Fujian Province. 


пар егіні 3 “This year’s board of judges for the Chinese di- 
7 for LaserLight! vision was composed of Chinese-Philippine lit 

s ad LLL erature experts Shirley Lua of DLSU, James Na 
| of World News and eminent Chinese poet and 


MAKATI ORTIGAS | QUEZONCITY SHAW ALABANG BINONDO CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA — СЕМ) translator, John Sy, English Division's judges 


816-1259 687-2196 70483 Amm МЫМ 263099 — 90108 MM 2237601 Facial ~7 | "АИ A Nison, Gemino H. Abad and 


| 8153121 687-2197 3726634 717.0076 809-9583 243-8602 920-7992 860266314. 233163335 саге: rere Teo T. Antonio, Vim Nadera and Roberto 
815-3123 1.3007 431-3045 4037094103710 850-4577 243.9895 — 92-804 CENENE | Anonuevo. A; 

bo - itis UP President Francisco Ner 20, Ш.Р, Insti- 

ЗН. - FRI. (ЗАМ - 7 PM) / SAT. (ЗАМ - 5 РМ) Е ` MANINGNING 0з 


CCP's Dream 
Theater will 
showcase the 


best of Reward yourself! 
SS Just stay in any of cur luxurious and 
Filipino comfortable ACL Suites or Family ues and receive discount rewards 
: indi of P550, P700ar P900 which you can use in your net ау”. 
films, indies, | y, wibe nor ttan happy to retur, Valid unl April 30, 2003 
and arts and d 


72 138 Avenue, Cubao, Quezon Сау 
culture TdNos. 913-2123 to 25; 438-3264 Fax No. 438-3263 


Theater fulfills dreams WHAT С 
of film buffs Gan ERR i oe 


DVD Home Theater System <“ р pence 
Free Delivery within Metro Manila es Д 

By Cora Llamas the lives of street urchins who DVD Player: MEDC Е 1 Arninan singlo 009. 

Contributor clean cars and sell rags for a liv- Бавлы Ced boda 


е {Play руй, ус, CD, CD-R. CD-RW ротора bes 
ing; and Nick Deocampo's ac- s ZSuper Slim ә! 49mm ошуРб,150 2 Food Cour ouiet 


Ts, of watching claimed "Mother Ignacia,” about E^ Speaker: JALTEC geret | 


ры 

the same old the struggle for spiritual freedom a ле xa + USA Brand 5 29 к for any Raver of scoop 
S Е а peus iSSpederrei SubWooler > ак 

movies? Yearning rrt Й? | So Watts True" Total System Power i ka Crean ooh 


i Se ES ideo Adaptors includes жере 
to catch a glimpse of the “Dream Theater Inc. CEO Eldon «Video Азико ко 4 
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Cinema Paraiso 
features oral history 
of RP cinema 


ILM master Eddie Romero 
will share his experiences in 
moviemaking during the cat- 
alogue launch of Cinema Paraiso 
entitled “Ganito Kami Noon... А 
Live Oral History of Filipino 
Movies” on April 22 at 6 p.m. at the 
Tanghalang Leandro V. Locsin of 
the National Commission for Cul- 
ture and the Arts. 
Romero will be joined by the much-award- 
ed actor Eddie Garcia, film critic and 


Magsaysay awardee Dr. Bienvenido Lumbera 
and writer Pablo S. Gomez. 

The event is part of Cinema Paraiso, an ex- 
hibition of cinema artifacts and memorabilia. 
until April 30 at the NCCA lobby, at 633 Gen. 
Luna St, Intramuros, Manila. 

"Happy Days are Here Again,” an all-star 
cast musical compilation film with scenes 
from the past movies of the three major stu- 
dios—IVN, Sampaguita, and Premiere— 
made in 1974, will follow the discussion. 

More vintage Filipino films are scheduled 
during the last eight days of April. "Fe, Esper- 
anza, Caridad" (1974, Premiere Produc- 
tions), a trilogy starring Nora Aunor and di- 
rected by Cirio Н. Santiago and National 
Artists Gerardo de Leon and Lamberto V Avel- 
Jana will be shown today. 

“Santiago!” (1970, LEA Productions), an 
action drama starring Fernando Poe Jr, Boots 
Anson-Roa, Hilda Koronel, Dante Rivero and 
Jay Ilagan and directed by National Artist 
Lino Brocka will be shown on April 23. 

“El Robo" (1957, LVN Pictures), one of the 
few existing works of film master Manuel 
Conde, will be shown on April 24. The action 
film stars Armando Goyena, Delia Razon, 
Carlos Padilla Jr, Oscar Keesee and Jose Ver- 
gara. 

“Biglang Yaman” (1949, IVN Pictures), the 
first starring role of Rosa Rosal, will be shown 
on April 25. The comedy also stars Pugo & To- 
go, and Jaime de la Rosa. 

“Nukso nang Nukso” (1960, LVN Pictures), 
a hilarious comedy from the famous radio se- 
rial "Sebya Mahal Kita” by Virgilio “Beer” Flo- 
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and Shirley Gorospe dance in the movie “Tipin” (1957, Premiere Productions), from © 
the musical compilation film "Happy Days are Here Agai 


Aguirre, Dely Magpayo, Ric Tierro, Merle Tu- 
azon and Val Castelo, and is directed by Fred 
Daluz. 

"Apat na Taga" (1953, Sampaguita Pic- 
tures), а komiks melodrama material from 
Pablo S. Gomez starring Gloria Romero, Ra- 
mon Revilla, Van de Leon, Norma Vales and 
Katy de la Cruz, and directed by Mar S. Tor- 
fes, will be shown on April 29, 

Cinema Paraisos closing film, “Huling 
Mandirigma” (1956, People’s Pictures), di- 
rected by Eddie Romero, will be shown on 
April 30. A stirring adventure drama film that 
glorifies the Mandaya tribe in Mindanao stars 
Leopoldo Salcedo, Jose Padilla, Jr, Ben Perez, 
Melita de Leon and Cielito Legaspi 

All screenings will be at 7 p.m. at the Tang- 
halang Leandro V Locsin. Admission is free. 

Cinema Paraiso is a project of the Cinema 


Bia Moris comedy 
'Nukso nang Nukso" (1960, LVN Pictures) 


тез, will be shown on April 29. It stars Pugo, 


‘TOGO, Rosa Rosal and Pugo star in the comedy film “Biglang Yaman” 
Bentot, Sylvia la Torre, Eddie San Jose, Rosa 


Committee of the NCCA headed by Boots An- 
(1949, LVN Pictures) 


son-Roa in cooperation with Black Soup, Inc. 


Because they have eyes but do not see 


By Christian B. Bautista. 
Contributor 


BLIND people have long been a favorite sub- 
ject among filmmakers, their physical disabil- 
ity offering a rich metaphor to the complex 
human condition. From “Ice Castles” to “At 
First Sight," stories about the sight-impaired 
offer a unique peek into their rather secluded 
existence, far different from the success sto- 
ries that occasionally dot the news. 

However, no film portrays blind people like 
“angels,” Star Cinema’s offering about a sight- 
impaired couple guided by their son. The 
film, which was an entry to the 14th Interna- 
tional Women's Film Festival, revolves around 
the family of Angie (Gina Alajar) and Rudy 
(Nonie Buencamino), a blind couple who 
work as masseurs to support their three chil- 
dren, The movie, which is based on a true sto- 
ту, shows the sight-impaired in a different 
light, as regular human beings, with mouths 
to feed and bills to pay. 

The family’s story is told by Jonathan, the 
couple's 10-year old son, who is torn between 
responsibility and wanting to be a kid, Played 
by child actor Angelo Caangay, the film's lead 
character is forced to carry on the load of tak- 
ing care of his parents and a retarded older 
sister, leaving little time for him to experience 
childhood. i 

The movie's title is tåken from the subject 
of Jonathan's dreamsi-a blind angel who 
takeshimflying — | 


Social message 

The film effectively shows the plight of 
blind people, who, despite their disability, is 
often taken advantage of by the sighted. 

Early in the movie, Rudy, explaining to 
someone in a jeepney how blind people get 
around, confidently states, "Hindi naman tan- 
ga ang mga bulag.” With this, the driver 


NONIE Buencamino playsa blind parent 


makes him alight the vehicle at the wrong 
place, reasoning when asked, "Ang yabang eh. 
Bulag na nga. Tignan natin kung mahanap 
niya ang bangketa." 

However, Ellen Ongkeko-Marfil, the 
movie's director, insists her work is not exclu- 
sively meant to bring attention to the predica- 
ment of the blind; it also touches on issues 
like drugs and social welfare. 

“Ies the state of the whole country actual- 
1y,” she says. 

Near the end of the film, Jonathan eventu- 
ally rebels, leaving his family so he can 
splurge on video games. This brings about the 
family’s biggest dilemma. 

The movie has a.curious origin. A neighbor 


Theater fulfills dreams of film buffs 


From page HI 


intended to be the flagship of a na- 
tionwide chain of state-of-the-art, 
but affordable — mini-theaters 
showing classic and cult films, 

Complementing this is the 
launch of the CCP @ Dream 
Channel, said to be the “first art 
channel,” that will feature pro- 
ductions of CCP resident theater 
companies. This will give people 
‘outside Metro Manila a chance to 
see, for instance, Ballet Philip- 
pines’ latest production Tangha- 
lang Pilipino’s dramatization of 
the foibles of the Filipin, or con- 
cert of the Philippine’ Philhar- 
monic Orchestra without coming 
to the metropolis. 

“Theaters are the anchor [of a 
community]," says Cruz, himself 
a film lover, "We hope to replicate 
[the theater] all over the Philip- 
pines. In five years, we hope to 
have 600-700 mini theaters all 
over the country" 


Daring partners 
Dream Theaters Inc, will be 
tapping as franchisees small but 


video. 


CCP president Nestor Jardin and 
Dream Theater CEO Eldon Cruz 


daring entrepreneurs who value 
films and see their importance to 
the community. “We'd like [each 
theater] as cheap and small as 
possible... We can start with 100- 
200 seats, depending on the eco- 
nomic activity of the community, 
and help the audience mature 
with them,” Cruz says. 

Aside from the classics, fran- 
chises will also be showing recent 
box-office hits. Films will be con- Base, 
verted into digital format to en- 
sure high-quality sound and 


A theater will be powered by 
Dream Broadcastngs satellite 


A digital 
film 
feature 
КОСЫ 
onthe 
kingdom 
ofthe blind 


‘THE PLIGHT ofa family led by blind parents is the crux of the томе 


of Ongkeko called Bantay Bata's attention to 
the blind family, prompting the social welfare 
personnel to try and take the children from 
their parents. It is during this time, Ongkeko 
says, that the family sought her help, in the 
process rousing her interest to tell their story. 

“In 1998, they approached me. Kasi baka 
raw kunin ‘yung bata," she said. 

Nevertheless, the film's director is still їп a 
quandary as to what should have been done. 
"There's no black and white. 125 just two blind 
people trying to live a family life." 


Digital 
The entire film was shot in graded, mini- 
digital video. Ongkeko-Marfil, who originally 


technology which, Cruz claims, is 


the only direc 


site movie 


broadcasting service with the 
most technologically advanced 
entertainment facilities. 

Among prospective beneficia- 
ries of the new technology are 
popular vacation spots like Bora- 
сау that are too remote for cable 
television service ora regular film 


theater. 


Cruz says, "Boracay has no 
movie house. (But) not everyone. 


there wants to go out drinking. In. 


places like Punta Fuego, cable 
companies might find it expen- 
sive to put up the infrastructure." 

Cruz is also pleased that 
Dream Theater is relatively safe 
from film piracy. The theater uses 
а fingerprinting technology that 
can detect unauthorized repro- 
duction of film during broadcast. 
The conversion equipment is in a 
secured compound in Clark Air 


SCENE from Mes Guzman’ 
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“Piracy is impossible,” Cruz 
says confidently, “and even if they 
succeed, we will know who they 
are. We can trace them—and 
[piracy] will cost them millions 


wanted to focus on Jonathan's story, changed 
her whole approach with the freedom 
brought about by the technical advancement. 

“Given the chance to do a digital movie 
where I had the leeway not to do formula 
plots, I grabbed the chance to retell their sto- 
ту’ she said. 

‘The project, which was Ongkeko-Marfils 
first as a movie director, took quite a turn with 
the decision to widen the story's focus on the 
whole family. Ongkeko-Marfil says it was a 
hard choice to make. 

“I could not help but include their presence 
in the film, to subtly intrude, hopefully, my au- 
dience's higher consciousness." The flm has 
been invited to the Singapore Film Festival. 


"Batang Trapo” 


{in lawsuits].” 

Jf piracy and breach of security 
are confirmed, Dream Theater 
сап stop the film showing in the 
erring franchise. 

Cruz adds that "more and 
more Filipinos—even in the 
provinces—are ‘becoming dis- 
criminating” with regards to 
quality sound and video. 


The film "Basal Banar" by Au- 
raeus Solito will be shown on April 
25-27. 
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, How the environment affects your skin 


Pollution can 
actually cause 
reactions in the skin 
that inhibit the way 
skin builds and 
repairs itself. 


ESun: The rays of the sun have more 

E potential to change the look of your 
skin than any other environmental 
factor, A sunburn or even a tan indi- 
‘cates your skin-has been damaged, 
and sun damage causes your skin to 
age before it's time. Ultraviolet 
light from the sun breaks down col- 
lagen and ‘elastin, the building 
blocks of your skin, causing wrin- 
kling and sagging. The sun's rays al- 
so make skin rough and can over- 
stimulate pigment cells, causing 
brown spots. To protect your skin: 
Doctors recommend the daily use of 
a sunscreen or foundation with an 
SPF 15. 


Summer: Your skin is pliable and 
soft, and tends to look its best in hu- 
mid climates. That's because skin 
actually draws the moisture from 
the air into its top layers. Mean- 
while, dry air will sap moisture 
from the skin, leaving it flaky 

and rough. Eventually your s 

even if you were to move t 
a from the tropi 

ых dry forever. In tha 
meantime, a good moisturizer (and 
drinking lots of water) will help 


with the symptoms of dry skin. 
Pollution: Pollution is a trouble- 
maker in a couple of important 
ways: Dust can clog pores and in- 
crease bacteria on the face, both of 
which cause acne. Invisible chemi- 
cal pollutants in the air can inter- 
ere with your skin's natural protec- 
tion system. Studies show that pol- 
lution can actually cause reactions 
in the skin that inhibit the way skin 
builds and repairs itself. — ' 
Taken from www.substance.com 


Daily care fo 


Cleanse properly. Wash your face with wa- 
ter and a mild cleanser twice a day. А gentle. 
and thorough cleaning helps to remove (һе 
dead skin cells off ће skin's top layer, along 


FORSKIN'S youthful glow, simply drinking 
plenty of water gets the job done. 


culprits 
il soaps are good 
choices for acne sufferers for fighting Басе 
па, but they can be irritating to facial skin. 
Unless there is a medical reason, it's best to 
stay away from antibacterial soaps on a dai 
ly basis. 

Exercise. It improves the circulation of 
the blood, increasing oxygen in the skin 
Oxygen boosts your skin's natural collages 
building and increases skin regeneration. 
Both of these processes lead to healthier. 
more radiant skin. 

Wear sunglasses. The skin around your 
eyes is the most sensitive area of your face. 
Wearing sunglasses will protect this vital 

from the sun, and they will prevent you 
from squinting in bright light, which con- 
tributes its share to fine lines and wrinkling. 

Drink plenty of water. This helps k 
your skin hydrated. The good thing al 
moist skin is ies stronger and more resi 
than dry skin. Drinking water is especially 
important during and after 
you will be losing extra fluids from 

g: 

Less is more. Be gentle with your skin. 


Why men and women are different. 


„мотеп can speak over 
00 words a day, and men 
listen with only one side 
of the brain 
The fact that women can speak over 


7000 words a day, and men listen with 
only one side of the brain, is just one 


of many differences between the sexes. 


Men and women have different needs 
which require specific ways of dealing. 
with them. 


That's why there are One-A-Da: 
Special Wellness Formulas, the multi- 
vitamins customized for the two sex 


One-A-Day for Women has the 
right combination of essential nutrients 
to meet the special needs of women. 
And because loss of bone mass is more 
frequent in women, it has calcium to 


promote good bone health to fight 
osteoporosis. For childbearing women, 
One- A-Day for Women has the right 
amount of folic acid to help reduce the 
risks of birth defects. 


One-A-Day for Men contains the 
anti-oxidants Vitamins A, C and E to 
help prevent cell damage. It has the 
right amount of folic acid to help re- 


duce the risk of atherosclerosis. It also 


- contains other nutrients necessary to 


meet the Recommended Dietary 


Allowance (RDA) of adult males. 


One-A-Day Special Wellness For- 
mulas are gender-specific. They know 
your unique needs better, and thus, 
give you more of what you need. That's 
why doctors recommend One-A-Day 


hen it comes down to taking a 
multivitamin, only one is right for you. 
One-A-Day Special Wellness Formulas 
for Men and for Women - Because 
there is a difference. 


È 
Н 


a man listens with only one side of the brain. 


Men and women aren't the same. That's why One-A-Day Special Wellnéss Formulas are 
doctor-recommended for the specific needs of meri and women. Because there is a difference. 


Editor Aries Espinosa. 
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Protecting yourself from the sun 


Sun ray facts 

The sun produces both visible and 
invisible rays. Invisible rays known as 
ultraviolet-A (UVA) and ultraviolet-B 
(UVB) cause most of the problems. 
Both cause suntan, sunburn and sun 
damage. UVB is more hazardous than 
ЧУА, but there is no “safe” UV light. 

Harmful UV rays are more intense 
in the summer, at higher altitudes and 
closer to the equator. Wind and reflec- 
tions from water, sand and snow also 
increase the sun's harmful effects. 
Most UV radiation reaches the earth 
even on cloudy days. 


Even on cloudy days 
Using sun protection will help pre- 
vent skin damage and reduce the risk 


of skin cancer. The American Acade- 
my of Dermatology recommends that 
you avoid deliberate sunbathing, 
wear а wide-brimmed hat, sunglasses 
and protective clothing. If you must 
be in the sun, use a broad-spectrum 
sunscreen with a sun protection fac- 
tor (SPF) of at least 15, even on 
cloudy days. 

Sunscreens work by absorbing, re- 
flecting or scattering the sun's rays on 
the skin. They are available in many 
forms, including ointments, creams, 
gels, lotions and wax sticks. АП are la- 
beled with SPF numbers. The higher 
the SPE the greater the protection 
from sunburn, caused mostly by UVB 
rays. Broad-spectrum sunscreens 
block out both the UVA and UVB rays. 
Currently, the best broad-spectrum 


З." 


lefinitely your best friend this summer, so don't leave home without it. 


= 


sunscreens contain ће UVA blocking 
ingredient avobenzone, which is also 
known as Parsol 1789. These prod- 
ucts do a better job of protecting skin 
from other effects of the sun, includ- 
ing rashes. Sunscreens are not per- 
fect, however. Sun protection should 
always start with avoiding peak sun 
hours and dressing sensibly. 
Sunscreens are best applied about 
20 minutes before going outdoors. 
This gives your skin time to soak in 
the sunscreen. All types of sun- 
screens, even water-resistant sun- 
screens, are more effective if reap- 
plied often. Dr. Kraffert recommends 
reapplying sunscreen after swimming 
or strenuous activities. Both water 
and sweat can reduce the effective- 
ness of many sunscreen products. 


Effects of the sun 

Sunburn - Your chances of develop- 
ing a sunburn are greatest between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m., when the sun's 
rays are the strongest. It is easier to 
burn on a hot day, because the heat in- 
creases the effects of UV rays. 

If skin is exposed to sunlight too 
long, redness may develop and in- 
crease for up to 24 hours. Severe sun- 
burn causes skin tenderness, pain, 
swelling and blistering. Additional 
symptoms like fever, chills, upset 
stomach and confusion indicate a se- 
rious sunburn and require immediate 
medical attention. If you develop a se- 
vere sunburn or begin to develop a 
fever, your dermatologist may sug- 
gest medicine to reduce swelling, 
pain and prevent infection. Although 


Your chances 
of developing 
sunburn are 
greatest 
between 10 
a.m. and 4 
p.m., when 
the sun's rays 
arethe 
strongest. 


aspirin or ibuprofen is recommended 
by some dermatologists, there is no 
quick cure for minor sunburn. Wet 
compresses, tub baths and soothing 
lotions may also provide some relief. 

Tanning- A tan is often mistaken as 
asign of good health. In reality, a sun- 
tan is an indication of the skin's re- 
sponse to recent skin damage. This 
pigment is designed to act as a shield 
which, when present, serves to slight- 
ly decrease skin damage from further 
UV light exposure. 

Indoor tanning is also harmful to 
skin. Tanning salons use bulbs which 
emit primarily UVA and minimal 
amounts of UVB rays. UVA rays pene- 
trate the skin more deeply than UVB 
rays. Although UVA doesn't usually 
cause sunburn, it may cause wrin- 
Kling and aging of the skin, increase 
the risk of melanoma skin cancer, and 
impair the immune system. 

Artificial tanners are a perfectly 
safe alternative to UV exposure for 
those seeking a bronzed look. It is im- 
portant to realize, however, that 
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FROM GETTIMAGES COM. 


these products are not sunscreens 
and do not, by themselves, prevent 
sunburn and sun damage if the skin is 
exposed to the sun after their use. 

Aging - To get a picture of sun relat- 
ed skin aging, take a close look at any 
long term outdoor worker or sun 
bather who has foregone sun protec- 
tion. Their skin invariably becomes 
wrinkled, droopy and leathery, caus- 
ing them to look older than they are. 
The sun can also cause large freckles 
called “age spots” and scaly growths 
(actinic keratoses) that may develop 
into skin cancer. These skin changes 
develop in direct proportion to cumu- 
lative sun exposure. Protecting chil- 
dren from the sun is especially impor- 
tant, since more than half the average 
person's lifetime sun exposure occurs 
before the age of 20. It is generally be- 
lieved that approximately eighty per- 
cent of the skin changes commonly 
thought of as skin aging are actually 
due to sun exposure and are not due 
to the actual age of the skin. 

Taken from wwwherbeautytips.com 


Essentials 


he sun will 
too much sun exposure can cause discom- 
fort and problems. 


rer 


shine brightly all summer. But 


Enjoy your summer to the fullest by applying Coppertone ev- 
eryday! It is available in complete range of UVA &UVB protection 
from SPF 4 to SPF 45.To complete our Coppertone Sport family, 
we've launched these two new variants: 


* Ultra sweat-proof UVA/UVB protec- 
tion 

* Easy and convenient to apply 

* Light, clear, ultra dry 

* Dries in seconds 

* No rubbing required — rub-free formu- 


that doesn't leave a greasy residue on 
your hands 

* Waterproof 

+ Available in 112 ml bottle (3.8 f oz) 
+ Available at all leading department 
stores, supermarkets & drugstores, 
nationwide 


vA 


Coppertone Sport 


Sunblock 
Stick SPF 30 


+ Ultra sweat-proof sport stick 
* Great for sunburn prone areas — 
ears, nose, lips and face 

* Great asa touch-up stick 

* Waterproof 

+ Available in 17 gm stick (0.602) 

+ Available at all leading department 
stores, supermarkets & drugstores 
nationwide 


MOISTURIZING 
‘SUNBLOCK LOTION 
wath Vitara € and Aloe 


Trusted for over 50 years. It's 
Б s Й hot outside. Use Coppertone 
everyday. 


ют 


Schering-Plough Corporation. 


——— LOT SPRAY STE. 
guweoperongion, 


Leaderin Allergy and Dermatology 
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‘DIGITAL THAT INSPIRES’ 
Heavy tech investments lead 


PRINTING and imaging has just been taken to a higher level-a level that opens up limitless pos- 
sibilities." " 

Canon Marketing (Philippines) Inc. recently launched its latest array of digital solutions and products-the 
newest lines of digital cameras, digital video cameras, bubble jet printers, multifunction machines, and scanners. 4 

Canon officials say new technologies have been playing major roles in the company's success, as the company THE CANON imaging and information manager, Lesley, Nelson and Des. Seated, 
continues to invest heavily on developing each of its products into a digital solution that would ease workflows,es- division sales and marketing team are. from left, are Vinchy Sanchez, senior sales 
pecially in printing and imaging. shown (standing, from left): Bob, Cathy, and marketing manager, Satoshi Yahata, 

“Canon is already known for its expertise in the camera and imaging business," said Gelo Martinez, Sales & Mar- Alma, Patrick, Moon, Joie, Bernie, Gelo president and CEO, and Ramon Arteficio, 
keting Manager of Canon's Consumer Imaging and Information Products Division (CIID). “We would like to be Martinez, Cll-sales and marketing EVP and COO. 
able to maximize this know-how by coming 
up with not just new products and technolo- 
gy, but more importantly, solutions that will 
improve and speed up the workflow of users 
according to their business and lifestyle." 

Martinez said that they are banking espe- 
cially on their cameras since this is where 
most imaging process has evolved. 

‘Anytime, anywhere camera-direct-to- 
print technology 

With the popularity of digital cameras, 

Canon has identified the potential for pro- 
тола direct-print photo labs. Instead of 
sending photos to a commercial digital pho- 
to lab, Canon makes it easy and affordable 
for consumers to produce their own quality 
digital photos at home. From the latest line- 
up of digital cameras, users can choose and 
feast on the PowerShot A300 (available in 
June 2003), A60 and A70 models; the Digi- 
tal IXUS 400; and the PowerShot $50. $ $ 4 

With users becoming very keen on digital * : PES 
cameras with sharp lenses and image en- 4 qa 
manco / photo printing’ 2, 
tions images, they would naturally seek the Ў M 
same standard of high photo-quality perfor- Б 3 5 
mance in their printers. This is why Canon И-ке es only в 
has come up with revolutionary technology оа 
like the direct printing concept. Known his d 
torically for its production of lenses, Canon 
is one of the few camera manufacturers to 
offer direct printing solutions for digital 
camera users. This provides users who do 
not tse computers an option to output their 
digital images by merely connecting the 
printers to their digital cameras. The new 
i70 photo printer is one of the latest direct 
print technologies Canon has also come out 
with. 

Besides digital cameras, digital video 
camcorders can also be a medium to input 
images. Canon is also very aggressive in 
pushing this line, specifically the ZR60, 
2865 MC, and 2870 MC models. This new 
line of compact and stylish video cam- 
corders offers true optical digital perfor- 
mance at affordable prices. Canon, the 
trusted name in optics for decades, has 
made capturing memories more conve 
nient, exciting, and easier than ever. With 
the new DV Messenger feature, users can 
communicate face-to-face across countries 
by sharing videos and engaging in video- 
conferences using Canon DV camcorders. 
Not only this, Canon has also equipped its 
new camcorders with direct-printing capa- 
bility with any Canon Direct Bubble Jet 
Printers 170, 55300, 58200 ог 58300 mod- 
el. i550 

‘Apart from the direct photo printers, 
Canon also has the latest line up of Bubble + pom mono, орт cour 
Jet printers with updated drivers featuring CMM ERU. 
new color tables that allow Easy-PhotoPrint ео 
to process digital images using all of its col- разово 
ors. Through this software application, the 
printer can capture the information and 
print accurate photos according to original 
conditions in which the photo was taken. As 
digital cameras and printers have larger col- РЕТ ; 4 
күлк EET S ipaa leder And a finish so beautiful, it takes your breath away. 
Mente pc uie сылы It won't take long for the world to notice Canon's new range of photo printers — the 1550, i850 and 1960. 
For this process, Canon has i550, i850, i950 
and 19100 Bubble Jet printers to suit every 
users needs. Incorporating the latest technology in photo printing, such as the new MicroFine Droplet Technology, 
pubis ccs uten вза. these printers can output beautiful, high-quality photos at remarkable speeds. In addition, user-friendly 


In fact, it will only take about a minute. That's how fast you can expect the i950 to print a true-to-life A4 photo. Texte aa eee talus 


248005 1200 dp 
728 5 plink droplets 

7 &-colour borderless photo printer 
P 12800.00 

Hal Canon is constantly improving on the software, such as ZoomBrowser EX, PhotoRecord and Easy PhotoPrint, allows you to store and print 

technologies of these machines, especially as жщ 
far as capturing the exact images the users your digital photos easily. And with Canon's individual Think Tanks system, you only need to replace the 


Е colour that has run out, so you'll never waste ink. With Canon's new range of photo printers, you can be 


D5000F and Lide 50 scanners, assured of high-definition print quality, exceptional performance and user-friendly innovations. zar 
“The point in coming out with these prod- 

ucts and solutions is to be able to tell and 

educate our market that our products are по 

longer ‘stand-alone’ machines-they can be 5< A ыы 

нме занае таео н, Canon omm xu м шым == 

duce high quality and life-like images," said y ш ~ S-colour borderless photo printer 

Martinez. "This is why we can truly say that P 18,900.00 

Canon connects a world of possibilities.” 


South East Asia Regional Headquarters: Canon Singapore Pte Lid 79 Anson Road #09-01/06 Singapore 079906 www.canon-asia.com 


Connecting a world of possibilities 
Steering the wheel of the Canbn's digital 

solutions campaign is the newly formed 

Canon Information and Imaging Division 

(CIID). The group is the result of the com- CANON PROVINCIAL BRANCHES: 

Dine’ divisions of priming and Imaging, | Canon-Bataan Te: (07) 27-2151 - CANOH-Ceb Tais- (03) 450090 (992) 245.9621 Fx: (032 9445770 - CANON-Dav To: (D02) 2274029 ilr (002) 222-3902 

fal video camcorder, bubble jet printers, |  CANON-La Unlon Tols.: (672) 242-4587: (072) 242-0440 - CANON-Legaspl Teis.: (052) 480-6931; 820-2083 Fax: (052) 214-2003 

‘multifunction machines, and the scanners. 

* “Our main goal is to be able to promote | ^ CANON PHOTO PRINTERS AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS: 

these endless strings of imaging and print GLEE ELECTRONICS, INC. 203 E. Fernandez SŁ, San Juan, М.М. Tel.: 727-7017 lo 19; 726-2211; 726-2214 Fax : 726-2215 

solutions to the users," said Martinez. “We E-mail address. cales@gee.com.ph - www.glee.com.ph 

also have all the line of products-whether | — LAMCO INTERNATIONAL INC. Suite 1804 East Tower PSE Center, Exchange Rd., Orligas Center, Pasig City Tel 694-7999 Fax: 687-2596 

entry level or high end-for our customers to 

use in this digital solution workflow." 
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ANGEL with Camera direct gadgets-i70 
bubble Jet Printer and Ixus 400 digital 
Camera 
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The Canon community keeps getting bigger 


ALREADY blessed with a large number of 
loyal users, Canon is finding itself in that en- 
viable position as a brand that grows its loyal 
following as fast as the expanding digital 
horizon could reach. 

Innovative and cutting edge, these are just two of the 
many reasons happy and satisfied Canon products and 
solutions users have sworn to remain faithful to the pio- 
neering and innovative digital technology that is charac- 
teristic of Canon. 

And Canon won't stop at that. In the recent launch of 
Canon Marketing (Philippines) Inc.s latest array of digi- 
tal products and solutions, Gelo Martinez, sales and mar- 
keting manager of the consumer imaging and informa- 
tion products division (CIID), said the company was 
making major investments in further improving the al- 
ready excellent quality and performance of its products 
and solutions. 

“We are especially keen on maximizing our know-how 
in improving and speeding up the workflow of Canon 
users that would be suitable to their business or lifestyle," 
he said. 
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Digital dawn 

For Canon camera users, the dawn of digital technolo- 
gy shines brightest on the products they use. 

Mike Lorin, a wedding photographer by profession, 
has been using Canon cameras for more than five years. 
"Canon has always been ahead of the rest-they usually 
take the lead as far as introducing new technologies and 
concepts are concerned," he explained. “The digital tech- 
nology in particular helps me become more creative, and 
itallows me to shoot more than I could ever imagine." 

Besides being a professional photographer, Lorin isal- 
so very much into off road adventures and extreme 
sports. "With Canon's sturdy and water-sealed cameras, I 
can take my camera anywhere under any weather condi- 
tion and still take good pictures effortlessly” he shared. 

Bobot Meru has been using another popular brand for 
more than 15 years but shifted to Canon specifically for 
his work in the news service bureau. "I handle digital files 
in my line of work and for many years I have tried to jus- 
tify the image that my old brand creates, but problems 
especially with the equipment keep on arising,” Meru 
shared. “Canon obviously has the kind of technology that 
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Borderless photo copying 
High quality scanning 
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The leading technology in our copiers, scan 
now in the new all-in-one MPC1 


When it comes to boosting office efficiency without driving costs higher, Canon МРС190 is 
This multi-tasker is blessed with all the know-how which makes Canon a world leader in c! 
when you investin the MPC190, you are effectively getting the best of three worlds — printers, с: 


Borderless photo printouts are remarkably sharp and brilliant, а result of Canon's 5-рі Microfine 

and 2400 х 1200dpi high resolution. And scanning multiple photos is a breeze 
incorporated Multi-Photo mode. This superachiever is all about speed, performance and image quality. And 
because it is superbly compact and user-fiendly, it's only a matter of time before the МРС190 reaches the top 
of the office's popularity polls as well. 
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delivers quality and accuracy especially with regards to 
‘our requirements- definitely deserves loyalty.” 

Derrick Gamboa, vice president for Sony Ericsson and 
another recent "convert" was bowled over by the tech- 
nology the Canon cameras exude. "Its bells and whistles’ 
definitely surpass competition, and the post work after 
taking pictures is excellent.” 

‘Adopting the digital technology also perfects the hob- 
by, according to Gamboa. "The manipulating capability’ 
helps me correct my mistakes instantaneously-the leam- 
ing curveis also very fast." 

Canon cameras are so user-friendly that many have 
adopted taking pictures as a hobby. Actor Eppie Quizon 
has been using his EOS D SLR camera for two years not 
only for his ultraviolet red photography and fashion 
shoots, but more so to satisfy his hobby to capture mo- 
ments anytime he wants to. "Photography has always 
been a passion that 1 cannot part with- love capturing 
moments that interest me. With a camera like Canon, it 
drives me to shoot even more photographs." 

Quizon also said that Canonis ability to connect is also a 
major plus. “I can easly shoot a subject, connect it to my 
computer, and manipulate the image in every way I want 

toit defintely has the digital technology that 
breaks all barriers.” 

Canon's algorithm feature that captures sharp- 
er more dynamic colors is what keeps Emy Arcilla, 
broadcaster and hobbyist, happy with his Canon 
621060. "Whats even more amazing about digital 
photography is that it rewards us instant gratifica- 
боп-бегез nothing like фе of seeing the pic- 
ture right after it has taken. With a directto-print 
photo printer, what more can be cooler?" 

‘The same goes for eye surgeon and fellow 
hobbyist Dr. Adel Samson, MD. "Canon has gone 
far off in terms of technology Its user friendli- 
ness and expandability has simulated and cap- 
tured real life scenarios the way 1 want to cap- 
ture them in up to par shots-what you see is 
what you really get,” he said. à 

Samson added that there's definitely more 
freedom in the digital world. "Its like having a 
computer darkroom where you can manipulate 
your pictures, leaving no limits as to how you 
‘want your images to look like," he said. 

Musician and gadget freak Vic Icasas was not 
disappointed when he got to tinker with his EOS 
1D. “Canon is really cutting-edge technology, 
which is really what digital is all about - it has 
definitely gone leaps and bounds ahead of the 
competition. You only stick with the people with 
the best stuff” 

Enchong Formoso, deputy general manager 
at Duty Free Philippines and hobbyist was also 
not disappointed with his Canon digital camera. 
"It has a dynamic range of colors thats vital for 
any image output,” he said. 

Likewise for Jake Verzosa, freelance photopra- 
pher and Canon EOS D30 user. Like most users, it 
мас Canon's leading edge technology that 
caught his attention. "They definitely know how 
to market their products by providing deals that 
would suit anyone's budget,” said Verzosa. "Their 
after-sales services is also excellent-they have re- 
placement units ready for you in case your unit 
needs to be serviced. And its not just any replace- 
ment unit-they'l even provide you with a higher 
model. Canon really makes sure that you are able 
to try out each product line they have.” 

"Even videos taken with a Canon digital video 
‘camera XLI series would look like a footage tak- 
еп with a 16mm camera. "I get that a lot,” said 
Dominic Velasco, a wedding videographer. “For 
two decades I've used this camera and it hasn't 
let me down, which means that even lenses then 
were already that good, what more today. Its 
sharpness and focus is really one of a kind.” 


Think savings, think tanks 

Apart from its world-class and up-to-par pro- 
fessional and consumer digital cameras, Canon 
1s also well known for its Bubble Jet printers. Its 
selling point besides quality, fine and fast print- 
ing? The Think Tanks. 

“Опе of the reasons I got a Canon printer was 
because of the savings | got, said Booboo 
Atayde, student. "Canon printers have six sepa- 
rate ink tanks, which means I don’t have to re- 
place the whole set whenever I run out of just 
one color" she explained. 

115 sleek and sophisticated form was also а big 
plus for her. “Its very stylish, besides being fast 
and producing quality printouts, which is very 
essential in my schooling.” 

With the printer also comes the scanner, 
“Some of my documents require pictures, and 
the images I scan with my Canon scanner are 
very high-quality" she said 

Dondon Atayde, president for events compa- 
ny Wisheraft Inc., also shared the same senti- 
ments, “The ink tanks really spell savings. Its al- 
so very innovative, a brand you can really rust,” 
hesaid. 


Connectivity rules 

Besides beg user-friendly the Canon informa- 
tion and imaging products can actually be inter- 
connected to produce a high-quality, colorful im- 
age. Such is the case of newscaster and celebrity 
Cristina Pecson. A Canon fan by heart, Pecson 
‘owns an IXUS 300 digital camera and а multi 
function machine that prints, copies, faxes and 
scans. 
“Tm a gadget freak myself and there's no way 1 
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сап рап with my Canon,” she claimed. "The mul- 
tifunction machine, for one, is already my office. 
“The software that comes with itis very easy to use. 
1 can also use it to scan and print the photos I take 
during my пїрз-ай you need isa USB cable to con- 
nect them all.” 

Having a multifunction machine also means 
Jess space to occupy "Imagine if had all the sepa- 
rate units, it would be too cluttered, Canon has 
managed to make its multifunction machine com- 
pact yet very sleek that would go well in your 
Small office," she said, 

Pecson was also impressed with the company's 
after-sales service. "You can trust Canon to be reli 
able when it comes to йз servicescustomers really 
do come first.” 
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. Canon set to rock digital world again with refined SLR and new EF lens 


WITH target customers like advanced am- WILLIAM Sia, iij отчете tn түтү сенче 
ateurs and pro photographers in mind, president of 
= Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. an- Supereast Asia 
-nounced April 10, the introduction of an гесемез the award 
advanced EOS digital SLR camera and a from Canon for being 
‘wide-angle zoom lens that drastically re- the Top Dealer of the 
duce the cost of entry into the digital SLR Night for Canon's 
world. Photo Channel 
‘The new EOS 10D digital SLR body has 
the same 6.3 megapixel CMOS sensor like 
that of the EOS D60 in 2002, but with im- 
proved onboard amplifiers and image pro- 
cessing which heighten its performance, 
however, its announced price will be far 


«more affordable than the D60. оне 
Also announced was а new ЕР 17- | 


40mm, f4.0L USM wide-angle zoom lens 
with an appearance and optical perfor- 
mance derived from the design of Canon's 
ЕР 16-35mm f2.8L USM zoom lens, but of Ё i 
fered ata significantly lower cost. 5 LARRY Ong of itand 


М Photo wins the 
Lower prices broaden market а 

As the digital camera market matures, thenightforPhoto ЕВЕР Silos of The Computer Authori 
both amateurs and pros recognize the Gua ТЕРІНЕ 
benefits of shifting from analogue cam- 'g 
eras to digital, and from compact models 
to digital SLR’s. But until now, digital 
SLR's were priced out of the reach of many 
potential customers,” said Mr. Kazuto 
Ogawa, director and general manager, 
Consumer Imaging and Information Divi- 
sion of Canon Hongkong Co. Ltd. "By of- 
fering a top-class camera for less money, 
ме hope to attract а wider base of con- 
sumers, including owners of compact digi- | 
tal cameras who desire the creativity and | 
flexibility ofa digital SLR.” 

‘Another strong potential customer 
base, which he went on to identify were: „| 
current Canon EOS 35mm owners, espe- 
cially those with two or more lenses and 
system accessories. “By purchasing the 
EOS 100 body, they can use all their ;| 
Ganon EF lenses and immediately enjoy 
the benefits of digital photography. Noth- 
ing they own becomes obsolete,” he point- 
ed out. 

Featuring a trim, ergonomic body de- 
sign built on a rigid magnesium alloy, the 
all-new EOS 10D is compatible with all EF 
lenses and EOS system accessories. Its 
outward appearance is similar to that of 
the top-of-the-line EOS-1Ds, yet consider 
ably lighter in weight. This is only one of 
several significant improvements over the 
very popular, highly praised EOS D60 it re- 
places, In addition to the magnesium-al- 
loy body and enhanced CMOS Sensor al- |? \ 
ready mentioned, other key features апі | : 2 т 
crm CN E мын od 

"DIGIC" a proprietary advanced dig i а» ; pcc 
tal imaging processor that integrates sev- E 
eral key functions along with information 
from the CMOS sensor to produce sharper 
photos with better exposure and colour fi- 
delity, plus reduce shutter lag, accelerate 
processing speed and extend batterylife ' 

- Electromagnetic shutter release delay 
time reduced to 80ms. 

Wide-area 7-point AF with auto sub- 
ject detection and user-selectable АР 
points 

- 3 fps. continuous shooting mode with 
continuous bursts up to 9 frames 

- Wide ISO range from 100 ~1,600 [ISO 
3,200 selectable with Custom Function 
control] 

Simultaneous recording of RAW and 
JPEG files with 6 JPEG quality settings 

- Two selectable professional colour 
spaces: sRGB and Adobe RGB 

Six white balance modes including 
colour temperature setting, white balance 
bracketing 

- Direct Print Mode, allows direct print- 
ing of JPEG images by connection to 
Canon CP-10, СР-100 dye sublimation 
printers or $530D, $8300, i70 Bubble Jet 
Direct Photo Printers, without a computer 

Control layout, LCD display and ! 
viewfinder information are designed fol- 
lowing the standards established for the | 
EOS 35mm system for seamless, intuitive Powered by DIGIC, Canon's intelligent digital imaging processor, you'll enjoy improved image quality. This remarkable camera 
transfer from analogue to digital for the 
user, The bright, clear 1.8 inch TFT dis- even lets you go from shooting beautiful stills to moving pictures in the form of 3-minute movie clips complete with sound. 
play can be set to different illumination 
levels, and images can be enlarged up to It is also loaded with plenty of creative options: 9-point МАЕ system, Photo Effects and numerous shooting modes, 
10X on playback to examine details, with 
both horizontal and vertical scrolling for hours of inspiration. And with Camera Direct Photo Printing, seeing the stunning results couldn't be easier 
available. Different frames can be select- 
ed for viewing at the same magnification 
level prior to returning to “normal” view. 


Canon PowerShot S50 and powerful 3x zoom lens focus on getting it right. 


Its slick, silver-clad body and Canon's 3x zoom lens offer a hint of what's to come — a surge in digital performance with 


5 megapixels producing colours and details that faithfully stay true-to-life even when enlarged to larger-than-life proportions. 


High demand expected 

“The EOS 060 received wide acclaim 
and demand exceeded supply throughout CAMERA DIREGT PHOTO PRINTING 
its life cycle,” added Mr. Ogawa. “Canon и 
Inc. has promised us a better camera at a Direct printer 
better price and also promised to increase селі 
production to meet anticipated demand. cine А 
However, Пт sure initial demand wil өші кілі ған ман) ои PC "FówerShot 
be very high because people who might Рим your бет polos 
have hesitated to purchase before, due to ym aman S50 
higher pricing, will probably jump at the 
‘opportunity to own this camera.” 


Direct camera-to-printer 
connection 


Matches performance and price 
Introduced at the same time isanewEF | South East Asia Regional Headquarters: Canon Singapore Pte Ltd 79 Anson Road #09-01/06 Singapore 079906 www.canon-asia.com 

17-40mm, f4.0L USM wide-angle zoom 

lens, featuring aspherical lenses of differ- 

ent types to provide superb image quality CANON MARKETING PHILIPPINES, INC. 

over the entire 17-40mm zoom range. In- | Marvin Plaza, 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue, Makati City - Teis.: 812-6047; 892-6449 Рах: 810-0797 - E-mall address: info@canon.com.ph - www.canon.com.ph 

troduction of the new EOS 10D was а key 

factor that led to the development of the 

17-40mm 14.01. USM lens. Using a CMOS | CANON PROVINCIAL BRANCHES: 

sensor smaller than 35mm film, the focal | CANON-Bataan Tol. (047) 237-2181 + CANON-Cebu Tels (032) 345-3680; (032) 345-9821 Fax: (032) 344-6776 - CANON-Davao Tal: (082) 227-4820 Telefax: (082) 222-3392 


Tength of lenses used on the EOS 10D will — CANON-La U; E 
ТЕТІ : (072) 242-45 -0440 - CANON-Lec -6331; às 
p D p CAI a Union Tols.: (072) 242-4587: (072) 242-0440 - CANON-Legaspl Tels.: (062) 480-6331; 820-2083 Fax: (052) 214-38 


1.6%. Thus, the 17-40mm performs as if it 
were 27mm - 64mm. Available In leading Camera Stores and IT Retall Shops 
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Canon set to rock digital world again with refined SLR and new EF lens. . . «a: 


The design includes Canon's Super UD 
lenses to compensate for chromatic aber- 
ration and lens coatings optimized to re- 
duce ghosting and flare often encoun- 
tered in digital photography. The di- 
aphragm is electromagnetically con- 
trolled (EMD) and features a near-circular 
‘aperture which enhances out of focus 
background images. Minimum focusing 
distance is 0.28m (approximately 11 inch- 
ез), the shortest in its class. 
In addition to superb optical perfor- 
mance, the lens features a ring-type USM 
(ultrasonic) focusing motor and rear ele- 
ment focusing design for very high speed 
AF performance and silent operation. It is 
also designed to be dust and moisture re- 
sistant for use in all environments. 
"The EF 17-40mm f4.0L is an optical 
masterpiece designed to be an affordable 
companion to the world's most advanced, 
most affordable digital SLR, the EOS 
10D," concluded Mr. Ogawa. “Most manu- 
facturers would hesitate to say "The world WALTER Lim of Elecrtoworld receives an award for being the 2nd Top САМОМ Marketing Philippines connects with Glee Electronics Inc. Shown, from left, are Gelo 
is waiting for these products...’ But I be- [Т dealer purchaser of the night. Presenting the award аге (fromleft, Martinez, Ramon Arteficio, Vinchy Sanchez, Jason Cheng, general manager, Glee Electronics 
lieve, in this case, it’s really crue.” Gelo Martinez, Ramon Arteficio, and Angel Aquino) Inc., Satoshi Yahata, and Cerwyn Ryan Ting, business unit manager, Glee Electronics Inc. 


From the leader in camera and print technology comes the ultra-convenient Canon Camera Direct. 


= This powerful innovation lets you shoot and print high-resolution photographs anytime and 


anywhere, simply by connecting a Canon digital camera to a Bubble Jet Printer. For instance, 


Digital IXUS capture an image with the stylish, 4-megapixel IXUS 400. Featuring a 3x zoom, the IXUS 400 is 
400 


powered by DIGIC, Canon’s revolutionary digital imaging processor that vastly improves 


Баны! 


эы, d 


image quality. Connect it directly to the beautiful Canon i70, a portable photo printer that offers 
true desktop performance wherever it's operated; it can even output brilliant, A4-size 


borderless prints. No PC. No processing lab. No waiting. Just beautiful photographs instantly. 
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